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KIG INQUIRY 
REPORT TO 
BE RELEASED 


AN EAGERLY-anticipated 
report which will influence 
the government’s decision on 
whether to build a giant 
industrial depot in the Kent 
countryside will be pub¬ 
lished tomorrow 

The in-depth report will give full 
details of the public inquiry into the 
proposed Kent International Gateway 
- a major road-to-rail interchange 
which applicants want to build on 
land between Bearsted and 
Hollingbourne. 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


The document will be reviewed by 
the Planning Inspectorate Civil 
Servants before it is put before 
Secretary of State, John Denham MP, 
who will make the final decision. 

A final decision is likely to be made 
after the General Election, which is 
due to be held in May. 

The Communities Minister will have 
the final say on the proposal after the 
applicant bypassed Maidstone 
Borough Council on the grounds that 
the council took too long to rule. 

The move led to almost a year’s 


worth of meetings and protests before 
the council ruled against the proposal 
- and for an 11-week public inquiry to 
be held. 

The application has caused outrage 
among the affected villages - 
Bearsted, Hollingbourne, Thurnham 
and Leeds - as residents claimed it 
would, if approved, tarnish their lives 
and the Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) where the depot is 
proposed to be built. 

The backlash led to the launch of 
STOPKIG - a campaign group which 
wants to see the 259-acre develop¬ 
ment refused. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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WE'RE OFF ON 
A ROAD TRIP! 

Comedian Mathew Home will join other famous faces in Maidstone this 
week to launch a road trip to a music festival. 

Horne, who played Gavin in the BBC's hit show Gavin and Stacey, will 
be joined at the start line on Saturday by singer Tom Clarke from The 
Enemy and front man of Reverend and The Makers Jon McClure. 

The celebrity passengers and 500 drivers will begin their trip to the 
Snowbombing Festival, in Austria, from Volvo Lipscombe in Sandling, 
Maidstone. Acts confirmed at the festival include Fatboy Slim, Editors, 
Friendly Fires and Maidstone-born DJ Nic Fanciulli. 
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VILLAGE hotels 



Join today and claim your FREE 

VILLAGE GIFT PACK worth £100 


Call Ol 622 656941 

for more information or visit us at 
VILLAGE Maidstone, 

Junction 6 of M20 
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Actress denies 
giving Gurkhas 
false promises 

■ BY ANNA WHITE 

ACTRESS Joanna Lumley 
has strongly denied accu¬ 
sations from a 
Government minister that 
she and the Gurkha 
Justice campaigners “mis¬ 
lead” the veteran soldiers. 

The Absolutely Fabulous star 
addressed the allegations at a press 
conference in Millbank, London, on 
Monday. 

Founder of the Gurkha Justice 
campaign, Liberal Democrat parlia¬ 
mentary candidate for Maidstone 
and Weald Peter Carroll, was with 
her. 

The duo fought tirelessly last year 
to overturn the government’s deci¬ 
sion to deny Gurkha veterans the 
right to settle in the UK. 

In recent weeks the Veterans’ 

Minister Kevan Jones MP has 
accused the campaign group of 
being “rogues”, creating “false 
expectations” and being “irritating¬ 
ly silent” about allegations that UK- 
bound Gurkhas have been forced to 
pay hundreds of pounds in legal 
advice in Nepal. 

According to the BBC, Mr Jones 
told the Home Affairs Committee of 
MPs some veterans had been mis¬ 
takenly led to think they would be 
entitled to free housing in Britain. 

He also accused Ms Lumley of 
failing to do enough to help the 
retired soldiers understand the new 
laws, despite a Ministry of Defence 
information leaflet being distrib¬ 
uted across Nepal and parts of the 
UK. 

The minister issued an apology 
shortly before Ms Lumley, Mr 
Carroll and partners of solicitor 
firm Howe & Co claimed they were 
being targeted by a government 



CLEARING NAME: Actress Joanna Lumley 

smear campaign. 

Speaking at the press conference, 
Ms Lumley said: “The implication 
that we’ve somehow given false 
hope to the Gurkhas and the idea 
we have lured Gurkhas here with 
false promises and the impression 
of paradise is completely untrue. 

“We have not stopped working 
solidly for the Gurkhas, as we prom¬ 
ised the Prime Minister we would. 

Ms Lumley said she felt she need¬ 
ed to clear her name as she believes 
the recent negative coverage must 
have put “doubts” in the minds of 
the thousands of supporters the 
campaign attracted last year. 

She said: “Over the past month or 
so, articles have been appearing 
which must have put doubt into the 
hearts of all the people who sup¬ 
ported the Gurkha justice cam¬ 
paign last year and the wonderful 
policy which was won for retired 
Gurkhas to be allowed the right to 
come and settle in this country.” 

While the actress said she accepts 
Mr Jones’ apology, Mr Carroll and 
the solicitors said the minister’s 
comments are “unforgiveable”. 


Flats evacuated after 
gas fire in garages 

DOZENS of homes were evacuated 
after a fire broke out in a block of 
garages containing pressurised gas 
canisters. 

About 80 houses in Beaconsfield 
Road, Tovil, were affected by the 
blaze, at 11pm on Tuesday, March 23. 

Residents, who did not stay with 
friends or relatives, were provided 
with shelter at Maidstone Leisure 
Centre. 

Teams for Kent Fire and Rescue 
Service extinguished the flames at 
the garage at 4.10am the following 
morning, but a 24-hour 200m cordon 
was installed by police. 

Authorities had to wait until the 
pressurised gas canisters had cooled 
before residents were allowed home 
at 11pm on Wednesday. 

Motorbike rider died 
in bus-stop collision 

A MOTORBIKE rider died after his 
bike hit a bus stop on Saturday. 

The incident happened outside The 
Cherry Tree Pub, on the Tonbridge 
Road in Maidstone at 1.25pm. 

The road was closed to the junction 
with the A20 London at Rocky Hill to 
allow emergency services to work at 
the scene. 

Married father-of-three Darren 
Saunders suffered a cardiac arrest at 
the scene and was taken to 
Maidstone Hospital by South East 
Coast Ambulance where he was later 
pronounced dead. 

Police are appealing for witnesses 
and want to speak to the driver of a 
green or turquoise Ford Focus. Call 
01622 798 538. 

Former royal dresser 
in court after escape 

THE Duchess of York’s former dress¬ 
er will appear in a Maidstone court 
charged with absconding from 
prison. 

Jane Andrews was jailed for life 
after she was found guilty of murder¬ 
ing her former partner Tom 
Cressman in 2001. 

She walked out of East Sutton Park 
Open Prison in November last year 
sparking a two-day hunt. 

Andrews, 42, was eventually 
arrested in the Premier Inn at servic¬ 
es on junction 8 of the M20. 

Andrews will appear before 
Maidstone magistrates on Friday, 
April 9. 


Tax 'will hit small cider producers' 


A MAIDSTONE cider maker has 
slammed the government’s decision 
to raise tax on the drink by an infla¬ 
tion-busting 10 per cent. 

Simon Boarer has run Double 
Vision Cider in Boughton 
Monchelsea for the past 18 years and 
has previously enjoyed relatively low 
duty, but the latest increase will have 
a negative impact on his business. 

He said: “It will no doubt have a 
serious effect on my business and 
other small cider makers. 

“The duty has been increased 
because where tax was higher for 
beer and alcopops, more people start¬ 
ed drinking cider. 

“We produce a traditional drink 
that has been enjoyed by sensible 
drinkers for years, but with the 
alcopop prices increasing, other 
drinkers and companies abused it. 


“It’s that and big supermarkets 
who sell new cheaper brands of cider 
that make it tough for us smaller 
cider companies.” 

The 10 per cent increase was 
announced in Chancellor Alistair 
Darling’s budget on Wednesday, 
March 24. 

Mr Boarer said the increase would 
bring the price up 5p a litre and the 
national Campaign for Real Ale 
(CFRA) group claims the pub price 
for a pint could rise by 20p. 

Mike Benner, CAMRA Chief 
Executive, said: “Hitting small real 
cider producers with this hike will 
cause irreparable damage to one of 
the nation’s most historic craft indus¬ 
tries. 

“The government must introduce a 
relief package to support the UK’s 
small cider producers.” 


The Chancellor has defended his 
budget and told the BBC the cider 
duty increase is to bring its taxation 
level into line with that on beer. 

Speaking on BBC 5 Live, Mr 
Darling said: “I like the occasional 
glass of cider as much as anyone else. 

“Historically it’s happened that 
there’s been less tax paid on ciders. 

“There are some drinks sold as 
cider which have a very, very much 
higher alcoholic content.” 

The decision has caused outrage 
among campaign groups and local 
cider firms, who have now launched 
a petition and online group on 
Facebook in a bid to see the changes 
overturned. 

More than 14,300 members have 
joined the Leave Our Cider Alone 
group on the social networking web¬ 
site. 
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Drink driver jailed after 
crash kills grandfather 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


A DRINK-driver who caused the 
death of a Maidstone grandfather 
after careering into an oncoming 
car has been jailed for four-and-a- 
half years. 

Martin Bradley Walton, of Trinity Road, 
Gillingham, went before Maidstone Crown 
Court on Thursday, March 24, where he plead¬ 
ed guilty to the charge of causing death by care¬ 
less driving while unfit through drink. 

The court heard the 35-year-old was two-and- 
a-half times over the legal drink-drive limit 
when he climbed behind the wheel of his Saab 
on the evening of Monday, June 15, 2009, after 
spending a night out with friends in Maidstone. 

He hit an oncoming Ford Fiesta in Tonbridge 
Road, Maidstone, at 11.35pm. 

The Saab left the carriageway before smash¬ 
ing into a tree and overturning. 

Passenger Brian Robinson, 63, of North 
Street, Barming, was pronounced dead at the 
scene. Two others in the Saab sustained serious 
injuries and those in the Ford suffered minor 
injuries. 

Semi-retired electrician Mr Robinson, who 
had a passion for football, and was a Chelsea 
supporter, left behind three children - Steven, 
Sarah and Lisa - and 10 grandchildren. 

In a statement, Mr Robinson’s family said 
they said they were satisfied with the sentence. 

They added: “Nothing will bring our dad 
back. We just hope that it will stop others get¬ 
ting behind the wheel after having a drink.” 

In a statement shortly after the crash, Mr 


^_ 3 

CRASH DEATH: Brian Robinson, left, was a passenger in a 

Robinson’s family said: “Our family has been 
devastated by the loss of our father and grand¬ 
father. Known to everyone as Popsy, he was the 
father figure, the life and soul of any party. 

‘With a hugely generous spirit and fondness 
for his many grandchildren, Popsy always put 
others before himself, shown by his immense 
love for his wife Eileen, caring for her attentive¬ 
ly throughout her years of illness. 

“We will miss his special smile, quick-witted 
and cheeky attitude, and his warm character. 



being driven by drink-driver Martin Walton 


His death has left a big hole in the family.” 

Inspector Rob Smith, head of the serious col¬ 
lision investigation unit, said “Once again, the 
tragic consequences of a driver being drunk at 
the wheel are brought to the attention of the 
public in the most dramatic way. 

“I hope that this will act as a timely reminder 
that, with summer approaching, drink-driving 
can have serious and tragic consequences, not 
only for the drunk driver, but also for those who 
become involved in collisions.” 


Scrutiny panel 
calls for your 
suggestions 

RESIDENTS have been asked to sug¬ 
gest issues in the town they think coun¬ 
cillors should take a closer at. 

The call for ideas and problems was 
made by Maidstone council’s overview 
and scrutiny committee, whose job it is 
to examine and improve decisions made, 
or about to be made, by the main cabinet. 

Chairman of the committee, Cllr Ben 
Sherreard, said: We would like to hear 
from the public about what they feel we 
should be scrutinising and what should 
we by trying to improve during 2010/11. 

“Scrutiny provides an opportunity for 
individuals to bring issues that are close 
to their hearts to the council agenda. 

Investigated 

“Scrutiny plays an important role at 
the council. We are an experienced group 
of councillors and it is our job to look at 
the decisions made by the cabinet, coun¬ 
cil and our partners to decide whether 
they were right.” 

Previous issues the committee has 
investigated include a review into the 
council’s decision on concessionary fares. 

The scrutiny panel overturned part of 
the decision and had companion passes 
for concessionary bus pass holders rein¬ 
stated, so that residents with disabilities 
can travel with an unnamed escort. 

Another example is the committee’s 
referral of the proposed plan to move 
Maidstone’s consultant-led maternity 
unit to the new Pembury Hospital. 

The group decided the decision needed 
examining further and sent it to Kent 
County Council’s overview and scrutiny 
board for health - which then referred it 
to the Secretary of State. 

To submit an idea, email the team at 
osc@maidstone.gov.uk or fill in the form 
at www.maidstone.gov.uk. 


Campaigners' 
wait for KIG 


Veterans invited to 
War and Peace show 


report over 

CONTINUED FROM FRONTPAGE 

The group’s chairman, Richard 
Ashness, gave evidence at the long 
inquiry, from October 13 to 
December 23 last year, and was 
cross-examined by KIG represen¬ 
tative Christopher Katkaouski QC. 

Mr Ashness was joined at the 
inquiry by representatives for 
Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE), Maidstone coun¬ 
cil, Kent County Council, The Joint 
Parishes Group, the Environment 
Agency, Highways Agency, AONB, 
Leeds Castle, Natural England, 
Tonbridge and Mailing Borough 
Council - all of which are against 
KIG. 

Residents showed constant sup¬ 
port for the campaigners and con¬ 
tinued to attend daily meetings, 
hold protest marches and picnics, 
as well plastering their homes with 
STOPKIG stickers and picket 
signs. 

When the inquiry was closed, the 
appointed inspector, Andrew 
Phillipson, said: “Ladies and gen¬ 
tleman, you have given us a lot to 
think about, and a difficult decision 
to make.” 

He then commented on the over¬ 
whelming response on the first day 
of the inquiry - which saw more 
than 800 people attend. 


THOUSANDS of visitors are expect¬ 
ed to attend the world’s largest mili¬ 
tary show when it returns to Kent 
this summer for its 28th year. 

More than 10,000 enthusiasts 
from across the globe attended last 
year’s War and Peace show and 
there is likely to be a similar size 
crowd when it arrives at The Hop 
Farm on July 21 until July 25. 

This year’s event marks the 65th 
anniversary of the end of World War 
Two and organisers have promised 
ticket holders a weekend to remem¬ 
ber. 

There will be 4,000 military vehi¬ 
cles on display, with more than 
100,000 history lovers and collectors 
on hand for top war facts, and re¬ 
enactments of battle scenes set in 
war camps and trenches. 

Tanks will be used to create explo¬ 
sive action displays in the special 
arena while helicopter flights soar 
above. 

There will also be a range of 1940s 
and 1950s-inspired musical enter¬ 
tainment and themed activities, 
such as fashion shows and a fun fair, 
to keep the whole family occupied 
during the event. 

This year, all World War II veter¬ 
ans who fought on land, sea and in 
the air are invited to attend the 



FORCES SWEETHEART: Dame Vera Lynn 
with veterans at last year's show 


show for free, but will need to contact 
The Hop Farm in advance for their 
special invitation. 

To book tickets for the event, call 
the family attraction on 01622 
872068, or for more information call 
01303 813945. 

For details of other acts and 
exhibitors go to www.warand- 
peaceshow.co.uk. 
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TILES at 

INCREDIBLE „ 

/ Huge range ot wall & floor tiles 


PRICES 

FROM 

OUR 

OWN 


/ wan ceramic&pofce»U»«W s 

/ Direct from our own factories 

/ Adhesives, Grout & Tools 

/ under floor heating 

/ \|\|et rooms 

Sunday 


/ open 7 days 104 on 

/ Ample FREE parking 


FACTORIES 



25% OFF 

adhesives and grout 
with this advert 

Wall Tiles - from £4.99 - £65 m 2 inc VAT 
Floor Tiles - from £6.75 - £80 m 2 inc VAT 

STILE OUTLET 

Call today: 01634 710188 

Unit 2, Cuxton Road, Strood, Kent ME2 2BT 



Are you looking for a professional, honest, high quality, 
reliable service AND value for money? 

Look no further - we can deliver on all these and much much more... 


□ 

SERVICING J 

(3 

MOT'S 

fl 

CLUTCHES 


| BRAKING 


CATS & ^ 

EXHAUSTS J 

m 

AIR ^ 

CONDITIONING J 


ffPTTECTRONIC 

DIAGNOSTICS 


For your nearest garage call 
0844 980 2255 (local rate number) 

or visit www.allianceautocentre.com 


THE ORCHID 

The newspaper of the Kent Downs 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 


Inside the Spring/Summer issue 2010 


Explore our wonderful woodlands with this 
special edition. 

Woodland features on - 

• Wildlife • Walks 

• Heritage 

• Art of Coppicing 

• Wood fuel technology 

• Grants & much more 


• Plus a comprehensive 
guide to events, 
attractions & places 



Sli- 


Copies are available free of charge from 
outlets (shops, attractions, pubs, restaurants, etc) 
in the Kent Downs area. 

Should you not be able to find a copy please 
telephone 01303 815170 or alternatively read 
The Orchid online by visiting 
www.kentdowns.org.uk and click on the 
publications link 
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Widdy standing 
down as our MR 
with'no regrets' 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


MP ANN Widdecombe has 
thanked her Maidstone con¬ 
stituents for their support during 
the past 23 years as she prepares 
to step down from the role. 

Ms Widdecombe said she hopes residents 
will remember her as a “good friend, who 
they could always call” when she retires at 
the upcoming General Election - expected to 
be held in May. 

Speaking from the Maidstone and Weald 
Conservative office, in a special goodbye 
interview with this paper, Ms Widdecombe 
said: “I have no regrets and I feel I did what 
I promised to do when I was first elected - to 
work tirelessly. 

“When I was asked in 2005 if I would stand 
again, I knew it would be too much to stay for 
that long. Plus, I do now prefer Countdown to 
Question Time and the countryside to the 
metropolis.” 

When asked what her highlight has been 
during her 23 years, Ms Widdecombe recalls 
helping a Maidstone man win his release 
from jail for a crime he did not commit. 

She said: “I didn’t physically break him out 
of foreign jail - but I made the calls and went 
to Morocco, where he was being kept, to meet 
ministers and have him released. 

“When I was able to call his wife and say he 
was out, it reminded me why I became a 
politician. 

Outspoken 

“I always try my hardest, but this was 
one example where I really didn’t think there 
was a chance he would be released.” 

The notoriously outspoken MP, who plans 
to move to Dartmoor to concentrate on 
writing more novels, was elected as the 
Maidstone and Weald MP in 1987. 

During her time as an MP, she managed 
to turn one of the lowest voting majorities 
in Kent to one of the highest - which she is 
understandably proud of and credits partly 
to her frank approach. 

She said: “I say what I think and I believe 
that is what people want, it might not be 
right for all MPs, but it makes people believe 
what they are saying and not what they 
think people want to hear. 

“I built the seat up from one of the worst 
voting majorities in Kent. I know it wasn’t 
a lot nationally, but it was a great achieve¬ 
ment for Kent.” 



END OF AN ERA: Ann Widdecombe hopes constituency will 
remember her as 'a good friend, who they could always call' 

Her success in Maidstone and the Weald 
has made her slightly possessive over 
the seat. 

“I am a bit possessive yes, but I know after 
a few months the town will get used to 
having a new MP and within a year I will be 
forgotten”, she admits. 

Ms Widdecombe is convinced her hard 
work over the last 23 years has made the 
seat secure for her potential Conservative 
replacement, Helen Grant. 

She said: “Helen will win. I have no doubts. 
It is a safe seat. 

“I wouldn’t give her any advice as I would 
say to any MP - they need to find their own 
way. What advice I would give is to be her¬ 
self.” 

Ms Widdecombe is also convinced Gordon 
Brown and the Labour party are out and 
that David Cameron and the Tories are in, 
which could affect the future of Kent 
International Gateway - a large road-to-rail 
depot planned for Maidstone. 

She said: “I’m not saying that when we 
get a new Government on May 7 that KIG 
will be gone - but it could help as the 
Conservatives would introduce policies to 
protect the countryside from planning.” 

Ms Widdecombe maybe stepping away 
from Maidstone, but she will continue to 
write her weekly newspaper column and has 
various television work in the pipeline. 


Majorettes leave the 
opposition in a spin 

A GROUP of baton-twirling majorettes 
have returned home from a national 
competition with a collection of awards. 

The Maidstone Majorettes wowed the 
judges at the annual Twirl Mania contest 
which is held Disney’s Wide World of 
Sports Complex - a short distance from the 
original Disney Land, Florida. 

The team - made up of girls aged six to 
20 years old - fought off stiff competition 
from teams across the globe to win 45 
individual awards and the whole squad 
was ranked eighth out of the total ten com¬ 
petitors. 



The 14 girls raised £7,000 to attend 
the competition by hosting a range of 
fund-raising events. 
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Handbag thefts warning 

RESIDENTS have been urged to be extra 
vigilant after handbag thieves targeted the 
same area twice within a month. 

The robberies took place in and near to 
Lower Boxley Road in Maidstone. 

The latest robbery happened on Saturday, 
March 13, when the thief approached the vic¬ 
tim from behind on Sandling Road as she 
walked away from the train station. 

The robber - a white man in his mid 20s 
and about 6ft - grabbed the woman’s handbag 
and fled in the direction of Lower Boxley Road. 
He wore a shiny puffa jacket. 

The second theft took place shortly after 
midnight on Thursday, February 11. 

A muscular man in his 50s, who is 5ft4in, 
with thin greying hair, also targeted his vic¬ 
tim from behind and attempted to grab her 
bag - but after a struggle he let go and ran 
away. 

He was wearing a long grey cardigan, 
light blue jeans and metal-framed glasses. 
He also had a foreign accent and is thought to 
be a smoker. 


Armed robbery at garage 

AN ARMED robber stole cash from a garage 
till before fleeing the scene with a shopping 
basket full of cigarettes. 

The man is white and 6ft 3ins and wore a 
waterproof blue jacket with the hood up and 
a dark-coloured scarf which use used to 
cover his face. 

He entered the Esso Service Station, 
London, Road, in Wrotham Heath, and 
demanded the money from an employee. 

He then jumped across the counter and 
forced the till open with a hammer before 
leaving and walking in the direction of the 
Royal Oak pub. 

The incident happened at 10.55pm on 
Monday, March 22. 

Knockout TV opportunity 

FAMILIES are invited to join in the fun dur¬ 
ing a live version of the classic television 
show It’s a Knockout. 

The event, which is being held at Mote 
Park on Sunday, June 20, will see teams of 
ten compete in a range of activities. 

All proceeds raised from the day will go to 
Children Today - a charity which funds spe¬ 
cialist equipment for disabled youngsters. 

To enter, email ceri@childrentoday.org.uk 
or call 01244 355 622. 


CARPETS • VINYLS • RUGS • LAMINATES • BEDS • MATTRESSES • PINE FURNITURE 


CARPETS! 


FREE Estimates 

FREE Delivery 

Landlords 

Trade Discount 

FREE Underlay 

FULL Fitting 

Developers 

Letting Agents 

Offers 

Service 

Call for details 
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thedockyard.co.uk 
or call 01634 823807 
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THEHISTORIC 

DOCKYARD 

CHATHAM 


CLASSIC FAMILY FUNI 

Hundreds of spectacular 
vehicles, steam parades, 
Historic Warships, rope 
making and family 
entertainment. 

Plus on Monday 5 April only 
see the Fireman Sam Show 

(at various intervals 
throughout the day). 




& TRANSPORT 

4& 5 APRIL 10am-6pm 
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Competition the chance 
to kick-stART your career 



SHOT IN THE DARK: Last year's StARtle winner Rebecca Crosbie won the chance to exhibit her photographs 


Disabled rail user's 
30-mile trip just to 
cross the platform 

A DISABLED woman was told to take a 
30-mile round trip by train just to get to 
the opposite platform of a railway station. 

Julie Cleary, 53, who has been confined 
to a wheelchair since the age of 12, had 
been planning to use a new £2.8 million 
lift at Staplehurst to get out of the station 
after a day trip to London. 

But after arriving at the station at 8pm 
she was told she could not use it because 
“health and safety” staff had gone home. 

She was left fuming as no one had 
warned her the lift would not be operat¬ 
ing on her return when she bought a tick¬ 
et to London earlier in the day. 

As she needed to cross the tracks to get 
to the station exit, which was 15 to 20 
yards away, she called the station helpline. 

To her surprise she was advised to get 
a train from Staplehurst to Ashford 
International Station, which is about 15 
miles away, and then get another train 
back to end up on the right platform. 

Miss Cleary, who has been a paraplegic 
since suffering a spinal aneurysm when she 
was 12, was told this was her only option as 
the new high-tech lift could only be used 
when the rural station was manned. 

But not wanting to take a train to the 
busy international terminal in Ashford, 
she called her family in the village of 
Staplehurst for help. 

Her son and brother-in-law rushed 
down to the station and carried her up 
and down the steps in her wheelchair, so 
she could use the exit on the opposite 
platform. 

Miss Cleary has now received an apol¬ 
ogy from the rail operator, as well as £30 
of rail vouchers. 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


THE first winner of an exciting art 
competition said the opportunity 
helped launch her career and has 
urged others to follow in her foot¬ 
steps. 

Photography student Rebecca Crosbie was 
crowned the winner of StARTle 2009 after 
wowing judges with her snaps of underground 
caves and derelict buildings. 

She won a free four-week exhibition in the 
Graham Clarke Gallery - the same prize 
offered for this year’s lucky winner. 

The 22-year-old said: “The exhibition I had 
last year was great. It taught me a lot about 
putting together a show at short notice and to 
an audience that was open to everyone, not just 
an art based audience. 

“The competition is beneficial to artists trying 
to get into the art community, plus it helps with 
confidence and putting an exhibition together. 

“Everyone was supportive and Yourmaidstone 
was helpful with selling work and making a 
name for myself.” 

Miss Crosbie, who lives near the town centre, 
said the best part of winning StARTle 2009 was 
showing her work (pictured above right) in her 
home town. 

She added: “It’s fantastic that you can give 
something back to your home town and feel a 
part of it at the same time. 

“A lot of people go to Brighton or London to make 


a them for themselves but if no one makes the 
effort or has the passion, to make a name where 
they are from, then things will never change.” 

When asked if she had any tips for the next 
winner of the council-run competition, which is 
exclusively supported by this newspaper, Miss 
Crosbie said the entries should be diverse. 

She said: “Art should be for everyone - young, 
old, conceptual and visual.” 

The talented photography is studying an MA 
degree at the University of the Creative Arts 
and her tutor is StARtle 2010 judge Terry Perk. 

He is joined on the panel by head judge Graham 
Clarke, who is the galleiy is named after, news 
editor of Yourmaidstone Simon Robinson and the 
coundl’s cabinet member for leisure and culture, 
councillor Brian Moss. 

Together they will choose a winner and 
announce their choice on Saturday, May 15. 


In the run-up to the big announcement, the 
Hazlitt Theatre and council have put together a 
three-day art festival - in partnership with 
UCA and the Maidstone Film Society. 

Events include various exhibitions by UCA 
students within the theatre complex in Earl 
Street and across the town. 

Entries for StARTle 2010 need to be submit¬ 
ted by Friday, April 23, and five shortlisted 
artists will then be invited to bring their work 
in for judging in the week beginning May 3. 

To enter send a digital jpeg image or a still 
photo of one art piece, together with a brief 
summary of yourself as an artist and a descrip¬ 
tion of your work, your name, address and tele¬ 
phone number to Vronni Ward, marketing 
manager, at vronniward@maidstone.gov.uk. 

Continue to read Yourmaidstone for upcom¬ 
ing details of the event. 




CAF 

Ceramics 
& Stone Ltd 


Tile Showroom 
Adhesives & Grouts 

Come and browse the relaxed 
and spacious showroom 

Monday to Friday 8.00 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 5.00 
Ample Free Parking 

Tel: 01622 717107 

info@cafceramics.co.uk 

www.cafceramics.co.uk 

Unit 5, 2M Trade Park, 

Beddow Way, Aylesford, 

Kent ME20 7BT 
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yourlocal interview 



Q 


Tell us a little bit about yourself? 


A I am 33 and I have two children - Grace 
who is six going on 16 and William, who is 
two years old. I enjoy a bit of golf and other 
outdoor activities such as running, cycling and 
mountain climbing. 


Q 


When did you first start working at Pennies? 


A I started in 2006 after having spent ten 
years with Securicor. I felt it was time to 
move in to the family business. 


Q 


What does your role involve? 


A I oversee the whole of the Pennies opera¬ 
tion and making sure we are following the 
Pennies standard of excellence. 

Q As the Operations Director, is there any such thing as a 
typical day? 

A I wish! Apart from the day-to-day opera¬ 
tion I could be doing anything from design¬ 
ing new logos and layout to dressing up as the 
Easter bunny for the children. I like to think of 
it being a different challenge every day. 


f)Wh( 

l^youi 

A 


Who are you responsible to, and how does this impact on 
ir work? 

I am responsible to my father Philip who 
started Pennies with my mother Penny, 


who sadly passed away in 2000.1 do feel I am 
responsible to her to make sure we keep her 
memory alive through Pennies nurseries. 

Q Pennies is a family company - does that make your job 
extra rewarding? 

A I think it makes it very tough because your 
boss is also your father. When you do get 
told off its like being five years old again, but 
it does make you work harder because you 
know you are working for yourself and for 
your mother’s legacy. 

I How do you deal with the different ideas of particular 
ents about childcare? 

This has always been a challenge because 
we are taking care of a mother’s child, 
which in itself is a huge responsibility, but 
with the care that we provide parents can see 
that their child enjoys being at Pennies and 
having a great social interaction with our 
amazing nursery nurses and making friends 
with other children. 


1 

v 


Q Pennies has held various charity events in the past, have 
the children ever got involved in raising funds? 

A The children are always involved in all the 
charity events we do, whether its making 
something for the event - such as the 
envelopes of hope for Haiti - or just dressing 
up for the day. 

Q You're running the London Marathon this year, who are 
you running in aid of and why? 

A I am running for the Foundation for 
Conductive Education which helps people 
with cerebral palsy - they helped with my son 
William after complications with his birth. I 
have set up a just giving page at www.justgiv- 
ing.com/Dominic-Scotton if you would like to 
donate or read why I’m doing the marathon. 


Q 


How can parents enrol their children at Pennies? 


Q Alongside day to day childcare, what else does Pennies 
do? 

A We try to make every day as fun as we can, 
we have a lot of charity events that we do 
within the nursery and also visits from all the 
emergency services for the children. We also 
do things like going to Brands Hatch racing 
circuit with our holiday club children to watch 
the superbikes. 


A To come and say hello is the best way. We 
always welcome parents to come and have 
a look around and see what we offer. They can 
also look on our website at www.pennies.co.uk 
to see our facilities. 


a 


Where in Maidstone are you based? 


A We have a nursery in Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, just off junction seven of 
the M20, where Notcutts is, and another in 
Hockers Lane, Detling. 


The operations director at Pennies Nurseries in Maidstone, talks to Anna White about returning to work 
at his family business, what his role includes, and why he will be running the London marathon this year 
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SOUND ADVICE: Buy an alarmed padlock 


Secure your sheds 
in time for summer 

HOMEOWNERS have been urged to 
keep their garden sheds secure this 
spring by following a few handy tips. 

The warning from police in mid Kent 
comes ahead of the summer months 
which usually sees a rise in shed and 
garage burglaries. 

To help deter thieves and burglars, offi¬ 
cers are launching Allotment Watch - a 
new scheme to encourage residents to 
stock up of forensic marking solution, 
padlocks and spiky bushes. 

Maidstone’s crime reduction manag¬ 
er, John Grant, said: “As well as endors¬ 
ing obvious crime reduction tools such 
as alarms, Allotment Watch will 
promote defensive planting, using 
prickly plants on boundaries, which 
act as a deterrent and can help catch 
criminals through DNA if they are cut 
on thorns. 

‘We will also promote heavy-duty pad¬ 
locks that have a built-in 120 decibel 
alarm - enough to deter even the most 
determined thieves.” 

Other advice for homeowners is to 
disable equipment, chain items together 
and keep records and photographs of 
expensive items. 


Call for river dean-up after 
new species is discovered 



DISCOVERY: Councillor has called for a clean-up of the River Len to protect species such as the recently discovered land-hopper 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


ENVIRONMENT campaigners are 
calling for urgent improvements to 
the town’s waterways after a rare 
insect was discovered on a riverbank. 

The calls for a clean-up from Maidstone’s 
shadow cabinet member for environment, 
councillor Tony Harwood, follow his find of the 
Arcitalitrus dorrieni - a type of land-hopper - 
near the River Len. 

The creature has never been recorded this far 
South East, especially not Kent, and is usually 
found in Wales and towards the West Country. 

According to data released last year by the 
Environment Agency, the current state of the 
River Len is ‘bad’ - the lowest possible rating - 
and councillor Harwood fears its poor condition 
could be deterring other animals. 

The Liberal Democrat said: “I found the land- 
hopper on the riverbank a little further east, 
under a dumped tyre in the shadow of Lenham 
Court in River Bank Close. 

“This discovery re-enforces the importance of 
urban green space and water-courses for our 
threatened wildlife.” 

Councillor Harwood’s find is not the first time 
an unusual creature has made its way into 
Maidstone’s rivers. 

In 2008, the shadow cabinet member found a 
colony of rare Desmoulin’s whorl snails under¬ 
neath Wat Tyler Way near Sainsburys. 

Less than a week after his most recent find, 


councillor Harwood had taken a photograph of 
the River Len and the several shopping trolleys 
which had been dumped in its waters - near to 
where the creatures were found. 

He said: “This confirmed discovery follows 
recent records in roughly the same area for 
the internationally threatened Desmoulin’s 
whorl snail and other uncommon wildlife 
including water vole and white-legged 
damsel-fly. 

“The River Len is treated as little more than 
an open drain and rubbish tip. Is it about time 
that Maidstone took some pride in its much 
abused rivers and forced the relevant authori¬ 
ties to act to rescue them. 

“This picture illustrates graphically the hard- 


engineered sterility and abuse to which this 
once beautiful and wildlife-rich river is now 
subjected. 

“We need nothing less than a renaissance on 
our long abused and neglected water-courses.” 

According to the Environment Agency, the 
River Len will be rated as moderate by 2015. 

The state of main stretch of the River 
Medway, which flows through the town centre, 
is currently considered as moderate. 

When the data was released by the agency 
at the end of last year, its chief executive 
Paul Leinster said more was to be done to 
clean-up the country’s rivers and they have 
plans to improve more than 9,000 miles of 
waterways during the next five years. 
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AutoPlanet 

Kent’s only used car Supermarket 
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AutoPlanet Maidstone 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 


0845 871 7104 

www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk 
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Sat: 9am - 6pm, Sun: 11am - 5pm 
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More than just a Leisure Club 


| Friday 23rd April. 

PUSSY CAT DOLLS 

Dinner and disco 



GODFATHER 

rSUNDAY LUNCHES 


iScugft 


£29.95pp 


1115.95 per person 

L PASTA STATION & AMERICAN WAFFLES! 
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grls 

dirthe or; 


on Thursday 
nights 

2 courses and a 
glass of wine 
each 
for two. 
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PERFECT^ 




Perfect Fit is our fantastic new member programme, 

designed by Dame Kelly Holmes to introduce you to all 
areas of our Health and Fitness club. 

Village gives the entire family a facility to exercise, enjoy 
themselves and socialise. 

Perfect Fit includes: 

Perfect Start gym inductions 
20 - 30 minute workshops 

An introduction to our studio programme with 70+ classes 

Social Clubs including ballroom dancing, 
running, walking and many more 

Call 01622 656941 

for more information or visit 
us at VILLAGE Maidstone, 

Junction 6 


VILLAGE 




% 
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yourmaidstoneschools 



BREAK TIME 



BRUSHING UP: Pedro, four, and Grace, three, get 
the lowdown on dental hygiene at Pennies 

It's time for teeth 

TODDLERS learned how to keep their 
teeth clean in a workshop. 

The three-year-olds at Pennies Day 
Nursery, in Newnham Court, joined the 
activities as part of a national campaign 
to teach youngsters the importance of 
cleaning their teeth. 

Head of pre-school Lisa Jepson said: 
“The children used a sand-timer and 
practiced cleaning for two minutes, they 
also learned about dentists and teeth.” 

The Big Brush event was held on 
Thursday, March 18. 

Sharing science fun 

SECONDARY school children and 
teachers shared their science skills with 
youngsters. 

The staff and pupils from Cornwallis 
Academy, in Linton, visited Boughton 
Monchelsea Primary School in the lead 
up to the upcoming national Science and 
Engineering Week. 

The children in years two, five and six 
enjoyed a range of activities, including a 
heart dissection and mapping of the cir¬ 
culatory system using a toy train. 


There's no place Hce Home 
Front for young evacuees 


I BY ANNA WHITE 


BUDDING historians turned the 
clock back 60 years after being 
given the chance to experience a 
World War Two childhood. 

Students at Sutton Valence Preparatory 
School learned all about life on the Home 
Front in the 1940s and embraced the whole 
era. 

All of the year six pupils even dressed in the 
right fashion - such as berets, tanktops and 
baggy shorts - and tucked in to rationed 
wartime food. 

They also made sure they would have been 
well-prepared should the sirens have sounded 
and were armed with their pretend gas masks, 
for which they made boxes during in a work¬ 
shop with guests Utility Jude and the 
Women’s Royal Voluntary Service. 

The group learned how children living in the 
danger zones were evacuated to homes in the 
countryside, along with a few choice posses¬ 
sions, as bombs rained down on the cities and 
towns throughout Britain. 

The schoolchildren had packed their suitcas¬ 
es, made identity cards and written telegrams 
earlier that day - just like the evacuees would 
have done. 

The school field was set up as a military out¬ 
post, with examples of wartime vehicles, 
weapons and uniforms - which was organised 
by Anthony Bendkowski, whose daughter 
Charlotte is in year six. 

There was also an opportunity for the pupils 
to take part in a stirrup pump drill, which 
involved using a hose to knock down cars, with 



BAGS PACKED: Sutton Valence prep school pupils and their teachers wait on the school field to be evacuated 


an air raid precaution warden. 

The special day was organised by head of 
humanities and year six at Sutton Valence 
Prep, Victoria Randle. 

Ms Randle, who took part wearing a US 
Army nurse’s outfit, said: “The day really 


brought history alive for the children, who 
loved getting into character and seeing how 
children lived during World War Two. 

“It’s a day they will never forget and some¬ 
thing which will have enriched their learning 
experience.” 


SEND your schools news and pictures to y(Mimiaidstone4rl{ositie<ia.co.ul{. You can also upload your video clips of schools events on to www.yourl<eitttv.co.uk 


Looking for a 
Sixth Form place? 


“Dover College is rare in terms of the 
extent to which it fulfils on its promise 
of being a friendly, caring and 
welcoming school, offering a child 
focussed, all-rounded education which 
nurtures the potential (whatever it may 
be) in every child” 

(RS Academics) 


To obtain an application form and a prospectus, please contact: 




Doverc ante. 

Dover College, 
Effingham Crescent, 
Dover, Kent CT17 9RH 

T: 01304 244506 


E: admissions@dovercollege .org.uk 

DOVER COLLEGE IS A CO EDUCATIONAL AND INDEPENDENT DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL FOR PUPILS AGED 3-18 
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professionals 

Page 45 






































Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourmaidstone.co.uk 13 


Social workers 

underpressure 
'but managing' 


■ BY STEVE KNIGHT 


SOCIAL workers are “just about 
coping” with the pressures of pre¬ 
venting a Baby P-type tragedy 
occurring in Kent. 

That is the verdict of County Hall’s chief 
executive Peter Gilroy, who has made 19 rec¬ 
ommendations on how to improve children’s 
social services after a 16-month review. 

Among them is the need for regular 
updates from senior staff, easier computer 
programmes to cut red tape, and the intro¬ 
duction of new trainee and bursary schemes. 

The review was commissioned by Kent 
County Council in December, 2008, in 
response to the Baby P scandal that resulted 
in social workers throughout the UK finding 
themselves under intense scrutiny. 

Its publication comes just days after 
Rosalind Turner, the head of child protection 
services, issued a public apology when it 
emerged a social worker failed to act after 
being warned about a man who went on to 
kill his baby daughter. 

Consequences 

Christopher Sellman, 24, from Tunbridge 
Wells, was found guilty of the November, 
2008, manslaughter of his 25-day-old daugh¬ 
ter, Tiffany, when he appeared at Maidstone 
Crown Court earlier this month. 

In the review, Mr Gilroy wrote: “As we 
know from recent events, even when a single 
human error is made it can have tragic con¬ 
sequences. 

“It is at times like these we need to be most 
supportive, as well as publicly standing up to 
be held to account where systemic failure or 
professional incompetence or negligence are 
the causes. We - all of us - need to bear in 
mind that social workers are dealing with 
complex, dysfunctional and at times danger¬ 
ous individuals and families. It is not a job for 
the faint-hearted.” 

Seventeen-month-old Baby P - who has 
since been named as Peter Connolly - died 
after receiving sustained abuse at the hands 
of his mother, her boyfriend and their lodger 
in Haringey, north London, in August, 2007. 

According to the NSPCC, an average of 67 
children in England and Wales die at the 



VICTIM: Peter Connolly - Baby P - died in 2007 


hands of another person every year, with 
about 38,000 youngsters on child protection 
plans at any one time. 

Mr Gilroy’s review reports that the rate of 
violent child deaths in Kent between 1997 
and 2009 is six per million of the population, 
compared with 17 per million nationally. 

He wrote: “Complacency is the enemy of 
the maintenance of high practice standards. 

“Constant vigilance and the pursuit of 
improvement are essential - reliance on good 
practice standards, policies and procedures 
can only give solid assurance if compliance 
with them is diligently monitored.” 

Key national reports on safeguarding vul¬ 
nerable children have now been published by 
the Government, including its response to 
the Lord Laming inquiry and the first annu¬ 
al report to Parliament by the chief adviser 
on the safety of children, Sir Roger Singleton. 

Mr Gilroy said these reports came too late 
for them to be referred to in his own review, 
and has therefore advised the main mes¬ 
sages from them be analysed along with his 
recommendations for improvement. 

He wrote: “I am pleased to commend my 
report and its recommendations to the coun¬ 
ty council for its consideration. It portrays a 
service that it just about coping with some 
difficult pressures, but with its morale intact. 

“My recommendations about how arrange¬ 
ments might be improved, as befitting my 
professional background as a social worker, 
are offered as those offered by a critical 
friend.” 

The review went before KCC’s cabinet on 
Monday and will be considered by full coun¬ 
cil tomorrow (Thursday). 


Rail summit hears of timetable concerns 


COUNTY Hall’s transport chief has admit¬ 
ted he is “concerned” about the effects of 
Southeastern’s new timetable on commuters. 

The train operator promised more choice 
and less overcrowding when it launched its 
new schedule in December, but passengers 
claim the changes have actually led to more 
delays, fewer London-bound services and 
busier carriages. 

Now Kent County Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for transport, Cllr Nick Chard, has 
revealed he is monitoring what the firm does 
to alleviate the problems. The new timetable 
was one of the matters discussed at last 
Thursday’s first rail summit, which brought 
together representatives from Southeastern, 
Network Rail and passenger groups. 

Cllr Chard said: “We are concerned because 
residents are concerned. That’s one of the 


reasons we organised the summit, because it 
was an opportunity for rail users to have 
their say directly to Southeastern and for 
them to respond in a public forum. 

‘When the timetable was being revised we 
did make a point of supporting the retention 
of the Cannon Street service on the 
Maidstone line, but we will form a view on 
the overall picture once we have listened to 
what everyone has to say. This summit is 
about improving communication.” 

The new timetable was launched to coin¬ 
cide with the start of High Speed 1, which for 
an extra £8 per journey provides London 
commuters with quicker journey times. 

But commuters say the 140mph trains are 
underused because they only reached the 
higher speeds at Ebbsfleet and their only 
London destination was St Pancras. 


Skilled volunteers in short supply 


PROFESSIONALS are being urged to help 
tackle the shortage of skilled volunteers. 

New findings by the Kent Volunteers part¬ 
nership reveal there is a desperate need for 
help from people working in the finance and 
accountancy, marketing and communications, 
and IT and technology industries. 

Research also showed the voluntary sector is 
crying out for people skilled in sport, business 
administration and legal services. 

To encourage those with specialist knowl¬ 
edge to sign up, a campaign has been launched 
by Kent County Council asking people to vol¬ 
unteer their skills and make a difference. 

Carole Kincaid, county co-ordinator for Kent 
Volunteers, said it can often provide a way into 
future employment, as well as giving people 
the chance to try something new. 

“It doesn’t have to involve giving up a lot of 
time,” she said. “Even small amounts can 
make such a difference. More importantly, it 


can be a lot of fun and a way to be part of some¬ 
thing different.” 

There have been concerns that shortages of 
volunteers could lead to cuts in services, which 
is why KCC believes it is important that 
skilled people get involved. 

Peter Turner, a qualified accountant with 
more than 30 years’ experience, has been an 
honorary treasurer for Voluntary Action 
Maidstone since 2007. He urged other profes¬ 
sionals to try volunteering. 

“I find it really satisfying to know I’m help¬ 
ing just by using my everyday skills,” he said. 

“I hope other professionals will give it a try 
and discover what it can offer them.” 

Other skills areas being sought are creative, 
education and teaching, health and safety, and 
social and health care. 

To find out how to start volunteering or for 
information on groups needing help, go to 
www.kent.gov.uk/volunteers. 



Departures 

to France 
every hour. 


Are you sailing with Britain's most popular ferry company? 


dover to Calais 

short break (up to 5 days) 
web fare, each way from 

includes a car 
and up to 9 people 


POferries.com 

08712 22 01 22 P&OV* Ferries 

Calls cost lOp per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles will be higher, 
including all taxes and a £2.50 web discount. Fare applies to restricted space, sailings and dates. Full terms and conditions apply. 

dover Calais • hull zeebrugge / rotterdam • Portsmouth bilbao • cairnryan / troon lame • liverpool dublin 















14 yourmaidstone.co.uk 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourletters 


LETTERS: Please send your letters in to us at Yourmaidstone, Apple Bam, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent 
TN256SR 



TEXT: Why not text your view/letter/comment for Yourmaidstone to 81800 text MAID followed 
by a space your name and your view/letter/comment Messages cost 25p plus standard network 
charges. Service provided by g8wave London N7 
EMAIL: Email us your letters to us at yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


YOUR LETTERS 


Review gives hope to 
maternity campaign 

I’ve heard more great news that is 
really positive for the Keep Full 
Maternity in Maidstone Campaign. 
The Secretary of State for Health 
has now confirmed in writing that 
he is taking the matter very seri¬ 
ously He has ordered his special 
panel of experts - the Independent 
Review Panel - to get an initial 
report to him by May 7. Let’s keep 
everything crossed that they see it 
our way 

Peter Carroll 

Liberal Democrat parliamentary candidate 
for Maidstone and Weald r by email 

Council fine deters 
good Samaritans 

I’m writing to you about the incom¬ 
petence of Maidstone council. 

During the recent snowy weather 
I was driving in Maidstone when I 
saw a lady slip and fall on the ice. I 
pulled over immediately to help her 
and in doing so received a ticket for 
parking in the wrong place. The 
traffic warden must have seen me 
pull over to aid her but, instead of 
helping, decided to ticket my car. 

I’ve written and explained this to 
Maidstone council a couple of times 
but I just keep getting the usual 
automated letter back saying my 
appeal has been refused. I’ve paid 
the fine but it disgusts me how traf¬ 
fic wardens can get away with this 
all due to a quota they have to fill. 

I’m now not sure if I would actu¬ 
ally stop to help anyone for fear of 
getting a fine. I can’t believe what 
tl^worMis coming to. 


VICRT 



Darren Fenny by email 

Mankini challenge 
raises relief funds 

I picked up Yourmaidstone newspa¬ 
per last week and saw the article 
and the clip about my Borat- 
inspired Sport Relief challenge. 

My donations have now risen to 
£265.10. Thanks for writing the two 
articles and editing the clip, they 
were a great help in increasing the 
total donations. The rest of my chal¬ 
lenge through town went really 
well - even when I was asked to 
leave the Chequers Centre, the 
security guard gave me a ‘high five’. 


TALK TIME 


%S youmuid5tont.co.uk 


CUVE 
LAWRENCE 

The press officer 
for the Federation 
of Small Businesses 
talks about being 
persuasive and 
clotted cream 

Tell us a little bit about yourself. 

After being a BBC journalist for more than 20 
years, I'm now the press officer for the 
Federation of Small Businesses and also run my 
own PR business in Gillingham, where we've 
lived since I came to work at BBC Radio Kent. 
I'm a member of Rotary and get huge satisfac¬ 
tion from taking part in projects to help people 
in my community and overseas. As a Devonian, 
I also love cider and clotted cream! 

Tell us a bit about the FSB. 

It's Britain's leading business organisation, rep¬ 
resenting more than 200,000 self-employed 
and small business owners and is run by the 
members for the members. 

What's the best bit about your job? 

As a professional communicator there's nothing 
more satisfying than to convince others that 
what you're saying is right. However, just telling 
the truth as you see it is not good enough; you 
have to persuade others through real examples. 





COMMENT ONLINE TOO 


NOT only can you use email and letters to respond to our stories, don't 
forget you can comment via our website too. 

Beneath most stories on the www.yourmaidstone.co.uk website there is the 
facility to leave your comments on whatever YOU thought of the online article. 

To leave your remarks, simply click on the 'Add your comments' link and tell 
us what you think. 

And remember, www.yourmaidstone.co.uk is updated daily, bringing you the 
latest, breaking news from across Maidstone as well as our villages. 

We will include the best on these pages too - ensuring your comments reach 
the widest possible audience. 

In addition, if you find your newsagent, supermarket or petrol station runs 
out of Yourmaidstone before you've picked up your copy, you never need to 
miss out. On www.yourmaidstone.co.uk you can access, for free, the full 
newspaper in our highly acclaimed e-editions. 



James Parker, Maidstone, by email 

Budget fails to meet 
Green public issues 

Kent Green Party condemns the 
budget as likely to prolong the reces¬ 
sion and increase unemployment. 

Job losses mean less tax payment, 
less national insurance and less 
spending in the economy. Attempts 
to cut the public sector deficit need¬ 
ed to be targeted to ensure mini¬ 
mum harm to basic services. But 
instead, the Government is relent¬ 
lessly cutting local government and 
higher education. It could have 
stopped trunk road building, the 
national ID card scheme, subsidies 
to civil aviation and the nuclear 
industry and halved the immense 
defence budget. 

The Government also needed to 
remove its cap on university places 
to prevent unemployment, and to 
ensure an expansion of skills to 
allow us to convert our economy to 
operate without dependence upon 
fossil fuels. 

We have already seen major 
increases in unemployment in Kent 
and Medway, in this recession: the 
claimant count for men has risen 
from 13,688 in September 2008 to 
27,536 in February 2010 and the 
count for women has risen from 
5,505 to 10,208 in the same period. 

These Kent and Medway totals 
show unemployment in the county 
as a whole has broadly doubled 
over the last 17 months. And yet 
work which needs to be done is not 
still supported by this budget: insu¬ 
lating all homes properly; putting 


Kent’s 22,000 empty homes into 
use; installing solar water and solar 
electric technology on every school 
and hospital; ensuring each local 
council can meet its statutory obli¬ 
gations and take powers and 
resources from quangos. 

Stuart Jeffery, Kent Green Party 
by email 

Celebrate diversity 
on World Autism Day 

In celebration of World Autism Day 
(Friday, April 2), I wanted to draw 
attention to the needs of a particu¬ 
lar sub-group of autism, namely 
children with Asperger’s Syndrome. 

Children and young people with 
Asperger’s usually have significant 
difficulties in socialising with oth¬ 
ers and making friends. They also 
like to have routines, even if the 
routines do not appear to most peo¬ 
ple to be useful. They can have very 
restricted interests and can have a 
difficulty with language develop¬ 
ment. 

Their apparent ‘oddness’ can lead 
to teasing, social isolation and pos¬ 
sible mental health problems. 

Most professionals agree that 
early diagnosis offers the best 
outcome. The most appropriate 
treatment is a package of measures 
- depending on the needs of the 
child - which includes training in 
social skills, social communication 
intervention and therapy to reduce 
the number of obsessive interests. 

However, perhaps we should, as a 
society, instead of labelling the dif¬ 
ference, celebrate the diversity of 


human talents and ways of being. 

In the world of maths, computing, 
engineering, cataloguing and sci¬ 
ence there is great value in a pre¬ 
cise eye for details which many peo¬ 
ple with Asperger’s have. 

For parents of children with 
Asperger’s the choice of school is all 
important. Many children with 
Asperger’s are educated in main¬ 
stream schools. A smaller number 
attend specialist schools. Whatever 
school is chosen by parents, it will 
need to celebrate diversity, to have 
an inclusion policy that is genuine 
rather than illusory and which 
meets the child’s special needs in a 
holistic and caring way. 

I have written a free and simple 
factsheet on Asperger’s which can 
be downloaded from the Appleford 
School website at www. appleford. 
wilts.sch.ukor you can write to 
Asperger’s Simplified Factsheet, 
Appleford School, Shrewton, 
Wiltshire SP3 4HL. 

Dr Peter Gardner, chartered psychologist, 
British Psychological Society co-founder, 
Appleford School, Shrewton, Wiltshire 
by email 

Brew up for elderly 
in Bupa campaign 

We are writing to ask your readers 
to support a campaign which helps 
to tackle the problems of isolation 
and loneliness among millions of 
pensioners in Britain. 

Bupa Care Home’s ‘Communi-tea 
Week’ is a national initiative and 
supports older people in the UK 
who may be struggling on their 


own by providing a friendly face 
and reaching out to them over a 
cup of tea. 

More than 3.7 million pensioners 
in Britain currently live alone and 
by 2033 the number of people aged 
85 and above is projected to be 
more than double from 1.6 million 
to 3.2 million. 

So throughout the week from 
Monday, April 19, older people 
across the country are being invited 
to join in hundreds of tea-related 
events, from tea dances to after¬ 
noon tea parties, that are taking 
place in Bupa care homes. 

We are also encouraging local 
communities to host their own tea 
parties and invite someone who 
lives alone. We hope as many 
people as possible will support 
Communi-tea Week by raising their 
mugs in support of this worthy 
cause. 

This is a great opportunity to 
combat loneliness among older peo¬ 
ple and make a real difference to 
those in need of company. 

For more information about your 
nearest event, or for more ideas 
about hosting your own, call the 
Communi-tea Week hotline on 0845 
600 4622 or email communi-tea 
week@bupa.com. 

Siobhan Drane, Bupa community 
affairs manager, by email 

Maidstone flocks to 
count garden birds 

More than 17,000 people in Kent, 
1,600 in Maidstone, took part in 
this year’s RSPB Big Garden 
Birdwatch, which took place during 
one of the coldest winters for years. 

It helped the charity get an idea of 
how the bad weather at the start of 
the year affected bird populations. 

Despite general declines, in line 
with the rest of the county, 
Maidstone’s most common bird was 
the house sparrow, with an average 
of 3.84 per garden. Starlings took 
second place, with an average of 
3.83 per garden and blackbirds 
were in third position with an aver¬ 
age of 3.16 per garden. 

We were particularly concerned 
for small birds over the winter, ask¬ 
ing people to make sure they kept 
feeders topped up and supplied 
fresh water to help them. These 
results highlight the importance of 
feeding and gardening for wildlife, 
especially during prolonged cold 
periods. 

Big Garden Birdwatch is the biggest 
wildlife survey in the world and pro¬ 
vides the RSPB with a fantastic snap¬ 
shot of how garden birds are faring. 

Across the UK, nearly 530,000 
people took part in this year’s 
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch, 
counting more than 8.5 million 
birds. A total of 73 species were 
recorded in 280,000 gardens. 

As predicted, small bodied birds 
like the long-tailed tit (ranked 11th 
in Maidstone), coal tit (18th) and 
goldcrest (44th) were the worst 
affected, with average numbers of 
all three species dropping signifi¬ 
cantly. These smaller birds are par¬ 
ticularly susceptible to the cold, 
having to eat almost continuously 
to stay alive. 

Sophie McCallum 
RSPB South East media officer 
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yourmaidstoneblogger 

Each week we get a mystery writer to air their views on living in and around Maidstone... 



Switch off sporty celebs and 
give straight to charity, BBC 


EVER since comedian David 
Walliams surprised everyone by 
swimming the English Channel for 
Sport Relief a few years ago the 
BBC has decided it has to get 
celebs to do similar challenges. 

Mr Walliam’s achievement was impressive. 
There was a real element of ‘I could never do 
that’ for most of us, but some of the more 
recent celebrity escapades just become irritat¬ 
ing rather than admirable. 

The worst offender was the recent Christine 
Bleakley excursion to France on water skis. 

We had to endure endless weeks of hyped 
speculation on the One Show about whether 
she would make it or not but there was no 
chance she was ever going to fail. 

There was no way the BBC would allow its 
top talent to come to harm, as was shown with 
the amount of support craft, fitness experts and 
water sport advisors involved in the operation. 


It took Ms Bleakley 100 minutes to cross the 
Channel, but you can see any old Tom, Dick 
and Harriet noisily water skiing for hours on 
end off Heme Bay during the summer, much 
to the locals’ annoyance. 

I would have done it on one of those inflat¬ 
able banana things you see towed around 
sunny holiday resorts. 

I know it is all for a good cause, and I am 
sure Ms Bleakley’s motivation for doing it is 
sincere, but I resent the BBC cashing in on it 
as an exercise in self-promotion. 

There have been impressive achievements 
this year. Eddie Izzard’s 43 marathon mns in 
51 days showed genuine grit and determina¬ 
tion, but then you hear about the Blue Peter 
presenter who has paddled down the Amazon. 

It may be for charity, but it also seems 
suspiciously close to what a student might 
do in their gap year, except she has been 
accompanied by a camera crew for a large part 
of the journey. 

This is an ever-growing trend in charity; 


please sponsor me to ride round Europe on a 
motorbike for cancer, please sponsor me to 
walk up Mount Fuji for dogs for the deaf or 
sponsor me to bungee jump in New Zealand 
for those who suffer from the life affecting dis¬ 
order of vertigo. 

It may be worthy, but it’s also a very nice way 
to spend three weeks away. 

And who pays for all this TV coverage? Is it 
the BBC or Sport Relief? 

If it is the Beeb, why can’t I just ask them to 
donate that element of my licence fee that 
pays for all the camera operators, sound engi¬ 
neers and video editors that have to cover 
these exploits directly to the charity? 

Then I don’t have to suffer TV schedules 
clogged up with it all and I can get on with 
watching more quality programming like 
Danny Dyer -1 Believe In UFOs on BBC 3. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: All blogs are supplied with full 
name and address of the authors. They do not 
reflect the view of the newspaper but are designed 
to give our readers the chance to air their views. 


GET IN TOUCH. 


We want to hear your views 

O EMAIL: Letters, comments, 

views (along with your name) to: 
yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 



TEXT: MAID then your 
message to: 818000 (please 
remember to include you name) 


in IIS KNOW. 


If there is a story in your area you think we 
should be covering contact the news editor, 
Simon Robinson, on 01303 817185 or email 
him on the details above. If you want to be the 
next Maidstone blogger then all you have to do 
is submit an article to us (of around 550 words) 
and email it to the news editor. And don't 
forget, for all the latest news and video from 
your town log-on to www.yourmaidstone.co.uk. 

Write to The Editor, Yourmaidstone, KoS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

• We cannot guarantee all articles will be published and all are at the editor's discretion 



Coaie TO YOUR 
NEW RIP CURL • 


OUTLET STORE 


IN ASHFORD 


April - 30 th April 
the 3rd (cheapest iten) 


Rip Curl Ashford 
Unit 111 

Ashford designer outlet 
KENT TR54 OSD 
TEL □ L£33 

ashf ordaripcur1~europe■com 
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transports of 
defight for all 

Unique vehicles joined by animal acts and 
comedy to ensure no one is left out at festival 



DAY & NIGHT 

Pick up a crafty gift 

DISCOVER some great gift ideas at 
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre in 
Gillingham this week. 

Running until Saturday, the Easter 
Craft and Gift Fayre offers customers 
the chance to win one of four £25 
Hempstead Valley gift vouchers. 

The centre is open from 9am to 7pm 
and is closed on Easter Sunday. For 
details visit www.hempsteadvalley.com 
or call 01634 387076. 


Comedy trio at hotel 

GET ready to giggle when the Comedy 
Club returns to Chatham’s Bridgewood 
Manor on Friday. 

Kevin McCarthy, Andrew Roper and 
John Ryan will be providing the crack¬ 
ing Easter gags from 7.30pm, in a show 
that is suitable for over-18s. 

Tickets cost £22.95 including a two- 
course meal and disco until lam. 

To book, or for more details, telephone 
01634 201333 or visit www.hahahee- 
hee.com. 


Sessions keep kids busy 

FROM pop to puppetry, children can 
take part in a range of activities this hol¬ 
iday. 

Learn to dance to JLS’s songs at the 
Brook Theatre in Chatham on Tuesday, 
take part in a four-day musical work¬ 
shop from April 6 to April 9, and make 
your own puppets on Monday, April 12. 

To find out more about all events, call 
01634 338319. 


Chance to get creative 

TRY your hand at arts and crafts at 
Rochester’s Com Exchange on Friday 
and Saturday. 

Charles Evans, presenter of A Bmsh 
With Britain, and artist Barry 
Herniman will be appearing. 

The event runs from 11am to 5pm and 
tickets cost £3 or £2 in advance. Book at 
www.whatsonmedway.com or at Frances 
lies Art & Craft Works in High Street. 


Meet animals at centre 

MEET baby animals in a petting zoo at 
Dockside Outlet Centre in Chatham on 
Saturday and Easter Monday. 

Easter Bunny and his friends will be 
there and Honda will be offering som 
fun activities, plus there will be a 
Cadburys giveaway throughout the holi¬ 
day weekend. 

Find out more at www.docksideshop- 
ping.co.uk or call 01634 899389. 


Rise to cake challenge 

CULINARY geniuses are invited to 
enter the Orchard Theatre Coffee Shop’s 
Easter Bake-Off competition. 

Prizes are on offer for those who can 
create the best cake, muffin, scone, bis¬ 
cuits or fruit pies. 

Entries must be received by noon on 
Saturday so email admin@orchardthe- 
atre.co.uk or visit the coffee shop at the 
Dartford theatre for an entry form. 


MEDWAY FESTIVAL OF 
STEAM AND TRANSPORT 

Sunday, April 4 and Monday, April 5 
The Historic Dockyard, Chatham 

TRAINS, planes and automobiles 
can be admired at this year’s excit¬ 
ing Medway Festival of Steam and 
Transport. 

Whether you love the nostalgia of steam or 
the magic of motorcycles, this year’s two-day 
event is packed with Easter fun for visitors of 
all ages. From pre-war cars to 1980s police 
bikes, the festival has something for motor and 
transport fans of almost every variety. 

Fans of a certain children’s television charac¬ 
ter will be in for a special treat - on Monday 
only, Fireman Sam will be meeting his fans at 
the Dockyard. A great favourite on TV, the 
heroic figure will appear in a special show 
along with a few friends. Fireman Sam will 
also be available to meet and greet visitors, as 
well as posing for photographs that they are 
sure to cherish forever. 

Whatever your interest, there is sure to be a 
vehicle that captures the imagination, from kit 
cars, military vehicles and emergency service 
vehicles to the Dockyard’s own steam locomo¬ 
tives. Find out more about the agricultural 
practices of the past, as farm vehicles line up 
beside commercial trucks, lorries and vans. 


Some of the exhibits have fascinating stories 
behind them, such as the Greeves 24 RAS 
Silverstone R motorbike, which held the 
fastest 250cc standing quarter-mile record at 
the 1963 Sunbeam Sprint Ramsgate. The 
motorcycle also holds the fastest 250cc lap 
record at Crystal Palace. 

Others have been saved from obscurity to 
delight admirers today, like the Aveling & 
Porter 3” traction engine, known as Bill, which 
was rebuilt from a bucket of bits five years ago. 
The 1929 Commer Market Garden Lorry was 
originally built as a petrol can carrier for 
Pratts, but was abandoned near Brands Hatch 
during the Second World War. The five-year 
restoration project began in 1982 and now it 
can be seen in all its glory. 

The 1954 Vierzon 201 tractor is one of only 
about eight left in the country and the 2000 
Honda Goldwing is the last 1500cc made, so 
there are some rare exhibits to enjoy. 

With about 500 vehicles, the festival will 
have plenty to interest transport and steam 
enthusiasts, but there is lots more on offer. 

The Model Zone boasts an array of ships, 
trains, planes and remote-controlled cars, 
while the Dray Shire Horse wagon rides will 


transport visitors back to the days before cars 
and motorbikes. Every dog has its day, as the 
Newfoundland Dog Team will prove with its 
thrilling canine exploits. 

Enjoy a closer look at birds of prey when the 
Many Hoots Animal Sanctuary invites visitors 
to meet these stunning creatures and find out 
more about their tremendous hunting skills. 

Live entertainment will be provided by the 
Victorian-themed twins, Felix and Felix, who 
aim to captivate the crowds with their 'impec¬ 
cable manners and fantastic chat’. They will 
wow spectators with their magic, juggling, 
penny farthing stunt-riding and robotic body 
popping, all performed to period and not-so- 
period music. Sometimes they break out their 
ukulele and banjo and treat the crowd to some 
toe-tapping live music. 

The 1942 mobile canteen will be serving ice 
creams and a range of refreshments is avail¬ 
able from the Wheelwrights’ Restaurant. 

One-day tickets cost £12.50/£10 for adults, 
£8 for children, £33.50 for families of four and 
£5 for additional children. Two-day tickets are 
also available and all tickets can be bought in 
advance. Visit www.thedockyard.co.uk or call 
01634 823800 for details. 


% TO FIND MORE THEATRE AND ENTERTAINMENT NEWS LOG ON AT yOUrkenttV.CO.uk 
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yourlocal eating out guide 


Advertise your venue on in the next guide and yourkenttv.co.uk - 
the Kent local search directory - Telephone: 01303 817150 


Let traditional food 
take you back to past 


■ Elvey Farm 


ELVEY Farm is a 
medieval farmhouse in a 
magical setting in the vil¬ 
lage of Pluckley and a visit 
is like stepping back in 
time. 

Meridian TV’s Jeff Moody is the 
man behind one of the county’s top 
venues when it comes to stylish 
dining and works alongside his 
partner Simon Peek to offer the 
best of local food. 

Jeff and Simon have been amazed 
at the number of people who come 
to eat at their restaurant. 

There is a real buzz about the 
place at the moment, with its fine 
food and drink and great views 
across the Kentish countryside. 

Set in 75 acres of idyllic land the 
restaurant is in a 16th century 
bam and enjoys a wealth of period 
features and amazing views over 
the fields. 

Specialising in traditional 
Kentish recipes it offers some of the 
best dishes from the present and 
past - delving back to the cuisine of 
Victorian, Tudor and even Roman 


times. All are delicious and unique. 

Simon and Jeff have tracked 
down old-fashioned dishes such as 
Kentish Huffkins, Hop Picker’s Pie, 
Kentish Well Pudding and others, 
and have adapted them for the 
modem age. 

“It’s certainly a popular move,” 
said Jeff. “Customers from up and 
down the county are coming here to 
eat - some to remember dishes they 
haven’t tried since they were young 
and others to experience something 
completely different. 

“Our region is famous for its 
orchards and hop gardens, and over 
the centuries locals have created 
mouthwatering and unusual dishes 
that are tmly Kentish.” 

All meat is sourced from farms 
within a five-mile radius, fruit and 
vegetables come from the farm 
itself, fish is caught from Hythe and 
ice cream is handmade from the 
milk of local cows. 

Summer Sundays in July and 
August see a jazz band on the lawn. 

Evening meals are served from 
6.30- 9pm all week, with Sunday 
lunches from noon to 4pm. 

Elvey Farm, Elvey lane, Pluckley, Ashford TN27 
OSU, www.elveyfarm.co.uk. 

Telephone: 01233 840442 



CHEF RECOMMENDS 


Lily Spice 

Starter: Mixed starter - lamb, chicken 
tikka, sheek kebab and onion bhaji 
Main: Yam Yam - Thai, Chinese and 
Bengali style spicy chicken cooked with 
onions, Capsicum, garlic and fresh ginger 
Telephone: 01795 844628 


Bloomers Restaurant 

Starter: Warm goat’s cheese with roasted 
red onion, rocket and Parmesan salad. 
Main course: Roasted Scottish salmon fillet 
with spiced butter and fresh coriander. 
Dessert: Fresh strawberries and cream 
Telephone: 01474 322131 


Crayford Greyhound Track 

Starter: Salmon and cream cheese roulade. 
Main course: Stuffed leg of lamb with 
creamy garlic mash and vegetables. 
Dessert: White chocolate and profiterole 
cheesecake. 

Telephone: 01322 557836 


WE CANT KEEP 
OUR TRAPS SHUT 
AT 

RACING EVERY 
4 NI6HT 


WWW.CR A VFORO con. 

Call: 


ploomerg Ikegtaurant 

Cosy, intimate , candlelit , romantic I 


AS SEEN 


ON F# 

BBC 


TV 

BOOK NOW 


mL 

K* 1 



01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 0EF 

www. o vcr cliff chotel .co.uk 
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\aJHr__j THE 

GODFATHER 

OF SUNDAY LUNCHES 

IS HERE! 

nNCLUDWJGi 1 


PASTA STATION & AMERICAN WAFFLES! 


BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW! 
01622 672200 





elvey farm 

kentish to the core 


Come and taste the 


Kent of yesterday 


ft 


Speciality dishes include: 

Lamb & Apple Pie 
Rabbit in Red Wine 
Smoked Haddock Supper 
Kentish Cobnut Cake 
Spotted Dick 
AND MUCH MCI 


rv- 


i 


All served in our 
16th Century Barn I 


■ 


^^Open seven nights a week, 
—'^Sunday lunch 

Elvey Farm, Elvey Lane, Pluckley 


w: www.elveyfarm.co.uk T: 01233 840 442 
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LOOK OUT - COMING SOON! Dirty Dancing, Grease, Lady Ga Ga & Take That! 







1st April - Dolly Parton / Country Music 
8th April - Abba - Mamma Mia 
15th April - Frank Sinatra + The Swing 
22nd April - Neil Diamond, 

Tom Jones & the Bee Gees 
29th April - UB40 - Reggae 

Just £15 per person 



Choose starter, main, side & sundries 

(except king prawns) 


mmsr.mm 


Eat as much as you like midday - 10pm 

£8.95 adults £4.95 children 


For more info see www.lilyspice.co.uk or join us on Facebook 

Detling Mill, Stockbury 01795 844628/844486 


Open as 
usual over 
Easter 
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BREWERS ST FURNITURE STORE 


3-5 Brewer St, Maidstone ME14 1RU 

01622 673 888 


OPEN 

FRI, SAT, 
SUN, MON 
ONLY 

10.00am - 5.00pm 




Valencia Oak 
Bookcase 


Solid Oak & 
leather dining 
chairs 


4'6" Pocket Sprung 
Divan Set 


Valencia 
Oak Small 
Bookcase 


5' Solid Oak 
Kensington Table 


Wing Chairs Jasper Quality 
--^ Fabric chair 


Look!! 

4'6" Pocket Sprung 
Mattress Only £169 


Valencia Oak 
TV Cabinet 


Recliner 
Chairs from 
only £149 


Fenton Sofa 


OUR PRICE 


QUALITY OAK 
DINING TABLES 


Table & 

4 Leather 
chairs 


Choose from a range of fabrics and colours made to order 


Brewer S 
Furniture 


DISCOUNT 

ON SLEEPEEZEE 
DISPLAY MODELS 


FREE CUSTOMER PARKING 
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J Email jane.connolly@kosmedia.co.uk Ml 



EASTER AT KENT LIFE 

Friday, April 2 to Sunday, April 18. Kent Life, Maidstone 


FAMILIES can experience all 
the joys of spring with some fun 
Easter activities at Kent Life. 

To mark the first anniversary 
since its relaunch, the attraction 
is inviting visitors to meet its 
new baby animals and enjoy 
some seasonal treats. 

From newly-hatched chicks to 
the piglets, lambs and calves, 
there will be lots of new friends 
to make. 

Bottle-feed the lambs, watch 
the piglet football and see the 
ferrets race at Kent Life, where 
stilt walking and tractor rides 


will also be on offer. On Easter 
Monday visitors can see Peg Leg 
Jack mount his 12ft stilts to put 
up new strings in the Hop 
Garden. 

On Saturday, April 10 and 
Sunday, April 11, Peppa Pig will 
be making her first appearance 
at Kent Life and will be avail¬ 
able to meet her young fans dur¬ 
ing the weekend. 

Activities will take place at set 
times during the day, ask at the 
admissions desk for details. 

For details call 01622 763936 
or visit www.kentlife.org.uk. 




RAT PACK LIVE FROM LAS VEGAS ^ 

Thursday, April 1 to Sunday, April 4, Orchard Theatre, Dartford 


JOIN the party as the Rat Pack 
Live From Las Vagas brings the 
glamour of Sin City to Kent. 

In the late 50s and early 60s, 
Las Vegas was the place to be 
and the Sands Hotel was the 
place to be seen. 

Some of the world’s most 
sophisticated entertainers per¬ 
formed there and a new era was 
bom in 1960, during the filming 
of hit movie Ocean’s Eleven, 
when Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin, Sammy Davis Jr, Joey 
Bishop and Peter Lawford per¬ 
formed together on stage for the 
first time. 

Dubbed the Rat Pack, they 


were considered the epitome of 
cool and sang songs that still 
resonate today. 

In this glitzy tribute show, the 
audience can expect to hear 
unforgettable songs like The 
Lady is a Tramp, I’ve Got You 
Under My Skin, That’s Amore, 
Fly Me to the Moon and many 
more. 

The show starts at 7.45pm, 
Thursday to Saturday, and 5pm 
on Sunday. Tickets are priced 
from £22, concessions available. 

To book call the box office on 
01322 220000 or visit the the¬ 
atre’s own website at 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk. 


THE WIZARD OF 0Z 

Thursday, April 1 to Monday, April 5, 

Central Theatre, Chatham 

EXPERIENCE a magical Easter with some big stars 
in the classic musical, The Wizard of Oz. 

Comedian Joe Pasquale leads the cast in this 
colourful and exciting production of an all-time 
favourite show. He is joined by Dani Harmer, star of 
hit children’s series Tracy Beaker, as they set off 
down the Yellow Brick Road on an enchanting 
adventure. 

When Dorothy and her dog Toto are caught up in 
a tornado, they are plunged into a far-away world 
peopled by strange characters. 

With the help of some new friends - the Tin Man, 
the Scarecrow and the Cowardly Lion - they set out 
to find the one person who can send them home, the 
elusive Wizard of Oz. 

Local children play the loveable Munchkins in this 
show by New World Productions, which promises to 
be a spectacular experience for all the family. 
Pasquale plays the comical Scarecrow opposite 
Harmer’s Dorothy in this theatrical treat. 

Tickets are priced from £15 to £17. Book online at 
www.thecentraltheatre.co.uk or call the box office on 
01634 338338. 





FORT AMHERST EASTER FAIR 

Friday, April 2 to Monday, April 5, Fort Amherst, Chatham 

HISTORY comes to life for a thrilling Easter celebration 
at the 18th century Medway fort. 

Visitors will leave the 21st century far behind as they 
step into the fort, where Napoleonic soldiers will be on 
parade and providing even more interest at the family 
Easter fair. 

Admire the creative skill behind the Easter hat parade 
and put your ability to the test in the exciting egg-rolling 
race. No one should miss out on the chance to find choco¬ 
late rewards in the Easter egg hunt that will lead visitors 
around the impressive 18th century fort. 

There will be a traditional country fair with lots of stalls 
to browse and even the chance to win some fantastic 
prizes with the free grand draw. 

The goodies on offer include tickets for paranormal 
investigations, ghost tours, the Sittingbourne and 
Bredgar Light Railway, Gillingham Ice Bowl, Monkey Biz 
and Diggerland. 

The Fort Amherst Easter Fair runs from 10.30am to 
4.30pm. Admission costs £4 for adults and £2 for children. 
To find out more call 01634 847747 or visit www.fort- 
amherst.com. 


EASTER AT THE HOP FARM 

Friday April 2 to Sunday April 18 
The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood 

A CRACKING Easter is on offer at the 
Hop Farm for spring chickens and the 
young at heart. 

During the school holidays, there is 
sure to be a baby boom at the attrac¬ 
tion so visitors can look forward to 
meeting cute chicks, ducklings and 
lambs in the Shires and Friends 
Animal Park. 

As a special Easter treat, young visi¬ 
tors can have a go at feeding the lambs, 
and the Bunny-Land area will also 
captivate children. Even Hopper the 
Rabbit will be getting into the spring 
spirit and starring in his own show, as 
well as posing for photographs. 

Boasting more than 30 rides and 
attractions, the World of Activities 
offers lots of indoor and outdoor enter¬ 
tainment, from the baffling Magic 
Factory to the Goblin Lazer Quest. 

Those who are feeling adventurous 
can try out a range of thrilling activi¬ 
ties in the new Extreme Zone, from 
archery to wall climbing. 

Discounted advance tickets can be 
bought online, so visit the website at 
www.thehopfarm.co.uk to find out 
more. 
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SALE! 2 weeks only 10% OFF all Cycles 

BRING THIS AO FOR A FRIfllCHT sfTAflB f URCHASFS OVFR 1100 



BUY TnnAY RIHF TOBAY 
The Bike Shop 

74 51. Motion Regi* Slttir^beumf, Iwvl MC10 2AS Tel 01795 472623 



EXCLUSIVE KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


JERSEY HOLIDAYS 


Jersey 

With its unspoiled 
landscape and unique 
blend of British and 
French influences, 

Jersey really is a place 
where you can get away 
from it all. 

Relax and enjoy the 
famed hospitality of its 
people, and lose yourself 
in the Island’s winding 
lanes or on its 
breathtaking coast. 




22-May 

5-Jun 

3-Jul 

14-Aug 

4-Sep 

Villa Isis BB 

£259 

£279 

£324 

£349 

£349 

Mayfair* 

£399 

£449 

£489 

£529 

£519 

Norfolk BB 

£279 

£319 

£349 

£369 

£379 


Other dates available. 

Flights Depart from 

KENT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Flight times: 15:25/16:30 13:50/14:50 (Depart/Arrive) 
NEW for 2010 Departures from Lydd Airport 
Free HB at the Mayfair Hotel, selected dates, ask for details 

Prices above do not include Transfers (£10 pp return) but do include baggage and check in fees 
and taxes. BB unless otherwise stated and 2 adults sharing. 


Please quote ref MSE10 to ensure you are 
quoted lowest available prices. 

Prices are subject to change and availability 
and can only be confirmed at time of booking. 


KOS 

media 

Award Winning Company 


These prices are discounted from brochure price 
and only available by 

calling 0844 415 6667 Airways Reservations. 
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HOTEL CHOCOLAT 

Milk Chocolate 
Ostrich Easter Egg, 
price £60 



yourstyle 

Easter 


deEghts^te 


Crack open a great gift this weekend 

HOT 




HOTEL 

CHOCOLAT 

Easter Egg Pot Foursome, 
price £24 


CLINTONS3 

Easter Chick Plush, 
price £3.99 




^ C*v«c«Utr 




JOHN LEWIS 

Hollow chocolate sheep, 
price £4 


ll.i|»|i> EtM 

/ idiliy 

,.jw i 

• 1 M IIQJT, 

i . 0k IWTEL 

CHOCOLAT 





JOHN 

LEWIS 

James milk 
chocolate 
cupcake egg, 
price £9 



MARKS! 
SPENCER 

Easter hamper, price £30 


; \STi3i 
»l 


HOTEL 

CHOCOLAT 

Nibble & Peck's Easter 
Chocolate Hunt, price £8 



Milk Chocolate Happy Egg 
& Tiddly Pot, price £6 


CLINTONS 

Boofle Plush with 
Egg Tag, price £899 


HOTEL 

CHOCOLAT 

Eggs & Soldiers, 


Boofle Plush with 
Daffodil, price £899 


• r 
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yourweather 

^ WEATHER UPDATES 24 HOURS A DAY @ www.kentnews .CO .uk 


SPONSORED BY 


norfolk 


oovaa iuniuqii miiiii 


TODAY'S FORECAST 




AROUND THE 
WORLD YESTERDAY 


Amsterdam 

H°C 

Athens 

18°C 

Barcelona 

15°C 

Beijing 

12°C 

Bombay 

32°C 

Cape Town 

23°C 

Cardiff 

10°C 

Gibraltar 

19°C 

Hong Kong 

20°C 

Las Palmas 

22°C 

KENT'S WEEKEI 


Madrid 

14°C 

New York 

7°C 

Paris 

16°C 

Rome 

16°C 

Sydney 

28°C 

Tenerife 

23°C 

Tokyo 

7° C 

Vancouver 

11°C 

Warsaw 

H°C 

Wellington 

18°C 


FIVE-DAY KENT FORECAST 



Thur 

Fri 

Sat 

Sun 

Mon 













Ashford 

10°C 

9°C 

10°C 

10°C 

10°C 

Dover 

9°C 

6°C 

8°C 

9°C 

9°C 

Gravesend 

12°C 

8°C 

10°C 

10°C 

n°c 

Canterbury 

10°C 

9°C 

10°C 

10°C 

10°C 

Faversham 

10°C 

9°C 

9°C 

9°C 

9°C 

Maidstone 

n°c 

8°C 

9°C 

10°C 

H°C 

Chatham 

10°C 

9°C 

9°C 

9°C 

9°C 

Folkestone 

9°C 

6°C 

8°C 

9°C 

9°C 

Ramsgate 

10°C 

9°C 

10°C 

10°C 

10°C 

Dartford 

12°C 

8°C 

10°C 

10°C 

n°c 

Gillingham 

10°C 

9°C 

9°C 

9°C 

9°C 

Rochester 

10°C 

9°C 

9°C 

9°C 

9°C 


Chatham 

Saturday 

4:25pm 5.9m 

Sunday 

5:03pm 5.6m 

Dover 

Saturday 

2:41pm 6.4m 

Sunday 

3:22pm 6.1m 

Dungeness 

Saturday 

2:41pm 73m 

Sunday 

3:22pm 6.9m 

Ramsgate 

Saturday 

3:11pm 4.9m 

Sunday 

3:52pm 4.7m 

Sheerness 

Saturday 

4:15pm 5.6m 

Sunday 

4:53pm 5.4m 

Whitstable 

Saturday 

4:24pm 5.1m 

Sunday 

4:58pm 4.9m 


Sevenoaks 

8°C 

6°C 

3°C 

8°C 

9°C 

SrttingboumelOT 

9°C 

TC 

9°C 

9°C 

Tonbridge 

10°C 

8°C 

9°C 

10°C 

L0°C 

Tun Wells 

10°C 

8°C 


10°C 

L0°C 


SUNRISE 6.33am SUNSET 727pm 




MOONRISE 9.59pm MOONSET 6.31am 


THE MAGIC OF BEING CLOSE TO BIG CATS 

W H F is a charity based in Kent working hard to ensure the survival of big cat species. 

We are an active partner in the European Endangered Species Breeding Programmes 
and raise awareness and funding for cat projects around the world. 


WILD ENIGMA 
PHOTO SAFARIS 2008 


Price £99 per person, includes VAT, services 
of dedicated guide all day, buffet lunch, tea / 
coffee / soft drinks, afternoon tea and cakes. 


View our website for examples of the 
excellent images that can be obtained at the 
UK’s premier big cat photo opportunity. 


Wildlife Heritage Foundation 
Headcorn Road, Smarden 
ni . rjrr Ashford TN27 8PJ 

Tel: 01233 771915 

FVIIUIIIV Website: www.whf.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 1104420 

...protection is our passion 



WWW.mCAK-SHOWS.COM 


20tH ANNIVERSARY SHOW 


Fr rril\l IVFII\ Ain If Ffil« Vlr# ^ 

jrirsj&x 



4 th-5th 


BIG INDOOR SHOW 
30 PLUS KITMAKFRS 
(Junction 7-M20, ME14 3JF) SO PLUS TRA DF STANDS 
50 O + PRIVA TE KIT CA RS 
MAD STUNT SHOW 
DRIVE YOUR LOADS OF CAR BITS 
maMrUlZ get^In^free CLASSIC SPARES 



SHOW OPEN 
f 0AM-5PM 
£10 ADULTS 
£2 FOP CHILDREN 
(12YRS & UNDER) 



-\ 


Kent 


Highway 

Services 



For information and advice on travelling in 
Kent and for all our traffic regulation orders, 
please see the Saturday Observer or the 
Kent on Sunday or visit our website at 

www.kent.gov. u k/ h i gh ways 


V. 




t 1 

'IT 




Not just a dry ski slope! 


We can offer so much more than you might think... 

From ski and snowboard lessons, to your child’s next birthday party or an office 
team-building away day. With year-round fun on PERMASNOW, the UK’s longest toboggan 
ride, or even choose to go downhill on a sno-tube, our fully-trained instructors and staff put 
you first. Pop-in for coffee, lunch or apres-ski beers and we’ll show you how much fun 
you’ve been missing 


chathamskislope. co. uk 

Capstone Road, Gillingham, 

5 minutes from J4 off the M2 

01634 827979 


Clubs sjs Parties $ School Groups 
Corporate Functions 
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yourmusic 

Great night for 
price of a pint 



INSTRUMENTAL KINGS: UpC DownC are 

■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 

RECESSION-busting 
plug of the week; see four 
top bands for just £3. 

The inarguably impressive 
value-for-money promo takes 
place at the Command House, 
Chatham, on Saturday, April 10 
and features UpC DownC, Let 
Our Enemies Beware, Bela 
Lugosi Blues and Delta Sleep. 

That equates to 75p per band. 
To put it another way, you can see 
four headline slot-worthy acts for 
the price of a pint of Guinness. 

For the price of two pints of 
Guinness you could see the bands 
and enjoy a pint of Guinness. 

First up on the night are 
Canterbury post-rockers Delta 
Sleep, formerly known as Savlon. 

The five-piece are among the 
county’s leading crowd-paraly¬ 
sers - the kind of left-field band 
that produce six-minute mini 
epics that leave an audience so 
mind-mangled and enthralled 
that they are incapable of any 
movement beyond a rhythmic 
head nod or foot tap. 

They’re jangly yet soothing. 

Next up is mostly-Medway- 
based rockers Bela Lugosi Blues, 
led by former Barbs and What 
Would Jesus Drive frontman Tim 
Box. 

The polished quartet belie their 
age. Despite only forming last 
year, the outfit has put together a 
number of chart-worthy tracks, 
with What You Advertise stand¬ 
ing out in particular. 

Let Our Enemies Beware will 
crank the guitar levels up a notch 
when they follow the Blues on 
stage. 

The Medway post-punk rockers 
are much more than your aver¬ 
age three-guitar ‘metal’ outfits, 
yo-yoing from prolonged dark 
instrumentals to intricate, almost 
calming 30-second fills. 

Their debut album, Against 
Karate, was released last year to 
critical acclaim and was even 
backed by irritating straggly- 
bearded Kiwi DJ/VJ Zane Lowe. 

Topping the night off are 
instrumental kings UpC DownC. 


one of four bands at the Command House 

UPLOAD YOUR MUSIC VIDEOS TO 
BROADCAST ON OUR WEBSITE @ 


yourkenttv.co.uk 



Belleville perform at the Gulbenkian 
Theatre, Canterbury 



TOP FIVE KENT GIGS 

1 Happy Daze - 3/4 Canterbury Conservative 
Club 

2 Rogues Down - 5/4 The Forum Tunbridge 
Wells 

3 Save Target As - 6/4 Kent Uni Canterbury 

4 A Thousand Lights - 9/4 King Edward VII 
Margate 

5 Craig Sheridan -10/4 The Alma Deal 

If there was an award for deviat¬ 
ing furthest from the norm of 
true ‘pop’ without becoming intol¬ 
erably self-indulgent and unnec¬ 
essarily alternative, UpC would 
win hands down. 

They’re always worth a view 
live. Particularly for the sum of 
just 75p. 

For more information on the gig 
visit www.bit.ly/bkINrp 



UTTER RELAXATION: Slip between the hot tub and the pool as you are transported from one glamourous destination to the next 

you rgetawaysX 


Enjoy the good life as you 
take in highlights of Med 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 

AS FAR as earth-shatter¬ 
ing epiphanies go, the real¬ 
isation that laid-back ocean 
cruises are one of life’s 
greatest offerings is among 
my least profound. 

After all, it’s a bit of a given that 
being slowly sailed across the seas 
on a luxury cruise liner is somewhat 
of a pleasant getaway. 

The first clue is in the price tag. 

Nevertheless, the penny finally 
dropped for me on day three. 

It was about 4pm, and we were 
sailing from Madeira to Malaga, 
southern Spain, and I was soaking 
up the sun in a poolside hot tub. 

As I watched the world go by I 
realised that cruise holidays are 
almost entirely decision-free, and 
consequently almost entirely stress- 
free. 

All the run-of-the-mill holiday con¬ 
cerns are taken out of your hands. 

There is no need to fret about 
where to go, how you are going to get 
there, what to do about food and 
many more mundane issues besides 
that stand in the way between you 
and utter relaxation. 

On a cruise, the ship’s captain and 
his doting staff are expected to take 
care of these potential problems, 
leaving you with nothing more tax¬ 
ing to ponder than pool or hot tub. 

And so it proved for me on NCL’s 
nine-night Canary Islands and 
Morocco fly-cruise, which starts and 
ends in Barcelona, Spain. 

I and a four-strong contingent of 
fellow journalists joined the 14-deck 
Norwegian Jade cruise liner in Gran 
Canaria, replacing five other 


FACT FILE: 

Time difference +0ne hour 
Language English 

Currency us dollar 

Norwegian Jade's nine-night Canary 
Islands and Morocco fly cruise always 
departs on a Friday. Available dates 
for this year are; April 9 and 
December 3 and 24. 

Next year ships will set sail on 
January 14, February 4 and 25, March 
18 and April 8. 

The cruise is as follows: Fly 
UK/Barcelona, Casablanca Agadir, Las 
Palmas, Funchal, Malaga (Granada), 
Barcelona, Fly UK. 

Prices start from £849 (based on 
flights from Heathrow, and on two 
sharing). For more information visit 
www.ncl.co.uk or call 0845 201900. 


reporters who had been treated to 
the first half of the Mediterranean 
round trip. 

As we headed for our first stop, the 
isolated island of Madeira, I took my 
first look at my new floating home. 

The giant vessel contains living 
quarters for 2,400 guests and a fur¬ 
ther 1,000 staff, a dozen restaurants, 
theatre, bars, gym, spa, basketball 
court, sun deck, casino, and - for the 
highest of high-spenders - a private, 
secluded suntrap, plunge pool and 
hot tub. 

Despite carrying a combined popu¬ 
lation of 3,400 people, the ship’s 
impressive design and layout masks 
this, giving the constant impression 


that the vessel is practically empty. 

During our cruise we were treated 
to pre-dinner drinks in a number of 
the ship’s open lounge bars, where 
we were entertained by a range of 
experienced musicians and perform¬ 
ers, before dining in a number of the 
cover-charged restaurants. 

Entertainment continues through 
the night in the form of live bands, 
theatre shows, stand-up comedians 
and a nightly disco. 

Away from the fine dining, drink¬ 
ing and dancing, we enjoyed brief 
soirees ashore in Madeira, Malaga 
and finally Barcelona. 

Madeira enjoys a slower pace of 
life, with small town centre streets 
winding around bustling markets 
and churches on their way to the 
seafront. 

Our deepest journey inland came 
in Malaga, when we took a minibus 
to the stunning Neija caves, discov¬ 
ered 50 years ago by a group of 
intrepid schoolboys. 

Dating back five million years, the 
caves play host to hundreds of sta¬ 
lagmites and stalagtites as well as 
Palaeolithic wall paintings. 

Barcelona, I’m told, is beautiful, 
however I was only able to catch a 
glimpse of the city as we were driv¬ 
en directly from the port to the air¬ 
port for our flight home. 

Cruises are calming and give holi¬ 
daymakers the chance to relax while 
making short stops at a number of 
destinations. 

Personally, I would have enjoyed 
at least one night’s stay at each stop, 
in order to take a deeper look inland 
without fear of missing the boat. 

Being a hardy Brit, the ship’s US- 
styled tips and add-ons culture was 
also unappreciated, but perhaps I’m 
picking at faults that aren’t there. 

Cruise life is a good life. 
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yourcompetition 


Win a king-size bed 
set and luxury aoods 
courtesy of 


RUNNING a home isn’t without its chal¬ 
lenges. Ferrying the kids around, tackling 
that mountain of laundry and finding the time 
to do the weekly shop all take their toll, leav¬ 
ing you feeling frazzled and, if you’re honest, 
sometimes just a little bit irritable. 

But when life is hard taking time out for a 
little bit of comfort can help you show your 
softer side. 

Soft toilet tissue is one of those little things 
in life that can make a big difference. And if 
you and your family can’t resist softness, 
there’s one toilet tissue you can’t be without. 

Charmin has now become Cushelle - it’s the 
same irresistible product with a brand new 
name and a new friend in the shape of the 
Cushelle koala, who just loves softness. 

Find out more at www.cushelle.com 

If you’re as fond of softness as the Cushelle 
koala enter this competition to win a king-size 
duck feather duvet, a pair of pillows, a luxurious 



bundle of Egyptian cotton towels, a 

hooded 1 / towel for babies/young toddlers, 

a plush \ /Cushelle koala toy, a set of bath 
t o y s A and a pack of Cushelle toilet tis¬ 
sue -we* have two sets to giveaway. 

To enter, simply answer the question below 
and send your entry on a postcard along with 
your email address (if applicable), name, 
address, and daytime telephone number to 
Cushelle Competition, KOS Media, Apple 
Bam, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

The closing date is April 25, 2010. 

No purchase necessary 

Question: What is a baby koala called? 

a) Puppy b) Joey c) Kitten 

• For our full Terms and Conditions please 
visit www.kentnews.co.uk, or for a posted copy 
of the T&Cs call 01303 817073. 

If you do not wish to receive any literature 
please write ‘no literature’ on your entry. 




PI SKY CAT MIAS 




UB40 


Call our events team on 01622 672200 Option 1 
Junction 6 off M20 

Mukv a ntghl of il - rooms from £28 per person, Bert and Breakfast WWW.village-hotets.com 
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Special Clio marks the 
car's 20th anniversary 

WAS it really 20 years ago that those 
Papa and Nicole ads made Britain fall for 
the Clio? 

It was a love affair that Renault needed; 
its habit of selling cars by numbers - like 
the Clio’s once popular Renault 5 prede¬ 
cessor - wasn’t adding up any more. 

But then came the lifesaving Clio and 
its regular place in the UK top-ten sales 
chart. And, two decades and three Clio 
generations on, that pivotal moment 
is being celebrated with a Clio ‘20th’ 
special edition from £14,671. 



Return from the dead 
as Saab unveil new 9-5 

ORDER books are open for the car that 
marks Saab’s return from the dead. 

Production had stopped at the Swedish 
car icon’s plant after former parent 
General Motors had decided to cut its 
losses, but a rescue plan involving Dutch 
supercar maker Spyker, means the new 
Saab 9-5 executive model will live after all. 

Prices start from £26,495 for the well- 
specified 2.0TiD 160PS Vector SE model, 
which makes it competitive in the 
premium executive saloon sector, while 
flagship Aero models are from £31,495. 



Skoda's happy swapping 
to keep buyers' interest 

SCRAPPAGE is finished so carmakers 
are hunting desperately for new 
wheezes to keep sales momentum going 
in the wake of the Government-backed 
incentive to swap old cars for new ones. 

Skoda’s answer is ‘Happy Swapping 5 : 
vehicles with a ‘52 registration or older 
can be swapped to get a minimum of 
£2,000 off a new Skoda, which could be a 
Fabia supermini from £7,340 or the 
executive class Superb from £14,165. The 
car simply needs to have a valid MOT cer¬ 
tificate, tax, insurance and be driveable. 



FLEXIBLE FRIEND: General Motors has flexed every cabin 'muscle' in search of giving its Vauxhall arm versatility and added storage and is shown off beautifully in the new Astra 

Flexing its cabin muscles 
gives Astra real appeal 



The Watts linkage’ on the rear suspension 
counters lateral pressures when cornering 
hard and all Astras I’ve driven so far tempt 
this and with confidence. 

It underlines Vauxhall’s intent to shift into 
the more demanding private sector rather 
than the big volume/low margin fleet sector 
that was its preferred habitat. 

The car feels huge inside; a long wheelbase 
and a dashboard set well away from front pas¬ 
sengers makes you believe you are in a car 
from the class above while cleverly shaped 
rear windows suggest a racy downswept 
roofline yet there is ample rear headroom. 

However, I mark it slightly below the less visu¬ 
ally arresting VW Golf for ultimate refinement 
and handling plus snob appeal, reflected by 
higher projected used values for the German car. 

Despite generous standard kit, Astra list 
prices are also unrealistic. 

They start from £16,000 and the flagship 
spec 1.7 (125PS/123bhp with 60mpg average) 
CDTi Elite diesel test car costs £22,415 offi¬ 
cially, for instance. 

I don’t even need to ask dealers whether 
they want to read that fairy tale to customers, 
but you might ask them for the real story. 


VAUXHALL has gone ‘Flex’ mad. 

It started with the fold away Flex 7 seating 
of the original Zafira MPV. 

The General Motors brand has since flexed 
every cabin ‘muscle’ it can find in search of ver¬ 
satility and storage potential. 

And now the new generation five-door 
British-built Astra has had the same workout. 

Cornered into doing the supermarket run, I 
arrived at the rear hatch of the Vauxhall pre¬ 
pared to throw the groceries in and sort ‘em 
out later... as you do. 

But I remembered Vauxhall blurb about the 
false and folding boot floor; after a quick right- 
angled flip of the rearmost section, I was able 
to corral the ‘bags for life’ in the convenient 
trough created. 

Lateral thinking elsewhere has made the 
Astra so easy to live with - there’s even a 12v 
socket at the rear of the central column so that 
kids’ game consoles and DVD players can be 
plugged in easily. 

The approach is a bonus on top of distinctive 
styling and the tidy ride and handling, helped 
by a revitalised invention from 18th century 


ROAD TEST 


[ VAUXHALL ASTRA 

■ BY STEVE LOADER 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 

★★★★★ 

Image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 


Green rating ★★★★ 
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NEARLY NEW 59 09 PLATE AND 58 REG CARS ALL 
OF WHICH ARE ACTUALLY IN STOCK!!!! 


9 59 FOCUS 1-6 TITANIUM AUTO PAS HATCHBACK BLACK 650 MILES... 

9 59 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS CAFFE LATTE 2000 MILES... 


09 59 ZAFIRA 19 EXCLUSIVE DIESEL AUTO PAS BLACK MET DEL MILES. 

09 59 PEUGEOT 107 2-TRONIC 3DR AUTO PAS BLACK 600 MILES. 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 SPORT AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C DELIVERY 360 MILES. 

09 09 ZAFIRA 19 EXCLUSIVE DIESEL AUTO PAS BLACK MET DEL MILES . 

09 09 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 900 MILES. 

09 09 MAZDA 3 TAKARA 1-6 AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR SILVER 7000 MILES. 

09 09 FORD C-MAX 2-0 ZETEC AUTO PAS 5DR AVALON BLUE 3000 MILES. 

09 09 FUSION 1-6 ZETEC PLUS AUTO PAS 5DR AVALON BLUE 2000 MILES. 

09 09 NEW FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC 5DRAUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE MET 3000 MILES. 

09 09 CHEVROLET LACETTI EST 1-8 SX SW AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 3000 MILES... 

09 09 NEW CORSA 1-2 DESIGN AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR GREEN 6000 MILES. 

09 09 CHEVROLET AVEO LT AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 2000 MILES. 

09 09 KIA PICANTO 2 1-1 AUTO PAS AIR/C ORANGE 2000 MILES. 

09 58 NISSAN MICRA ACTIVE LUXURY 3DR AUTO PAS SILVER 1700 MILES. 

09 58 MECEDES A150 CLASSIC AUTO PAS MET GOLD 5000 MILES. 

08 58 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ESTATE BLACK 4000 MILES. 

08 58 NEW FOCUS 1-6 STYLE AUTO PAS AIR/C DEEP RED 3000 MILES. 

08 58 MAZDA 3 TAKARA 1-6 AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR RED MET 5000 MILES. 

08 58 MEGANE 1-6 EXPRESSION ESTATE AUTO PAS BLACK 600 MILES. 

08 58 FORD FUSION 1-4 STYLE CLIMATE SILVER METALLIC 5000 MILES. 

08 58 NEW CORSA 1-2 CLUB AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR ICE BLUE 4000 MILES. 

08 58 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE SILVER 7000 MILES. 

08 58 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS AIR SILVER 1800 MILES. 

08 58 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS AIR SILVER 3000 MILES. 


■ 

09 09 
08 58 
08 58 
08 57 
07 57 
07 57 


COUPES & CONVERTIBLES 


FORD FOCUS CC CONVERTIBLE AUTO PAS ALLOYS RED 4000 MILES... 
MICRA 1-6 CONVERTIBLE CC SPORT AUTO PAS INFERNO 7000 MILES.... 


PEUGEOT 207 SPORT CC 1-6 AUTO ALL BLACK LEATHER 2000 MILES. 

MEGANE PRIVILEGE 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS FLAME 6000 MILES... 


06 06 
05 05 


MICRA 1-6 CONVERTIBLE CC SPORT AUTO PAS BLUE MET 5000 MILES... 

MEGANE PRIVILEGE 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 5000 MILES. 

MICRA 1-6 SPORT CONVERT AUTO PAS ALLOYS BLUE 12000 MILES. 

MICRA 1-6 ESSENSA CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 18000 MILES. 

MEGANE PRIVILEGE 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS GREY 16000 MILES. 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 19000 MILES. 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS SILVER 23000 MILES. 

MEGANE PRIVILEGE 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 14000 MILES. 

MICRA 1-6 ESSENSA CONVERT AUTO PAS SILVER 28000 MILES. 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 21000 MILES. 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 10000 MILES. 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 38000 MILES. 


05 55 BMW 320 DIESEL ES 6 SPEED MANUAL ESTATE 5000 MILES ONLY... 


FORD FOCUS HATCHES & 4 DOORS 


6 56 MONDEO 2-0 GHIA AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER METALLIC 23000 MILES... 


6 56 MONDEO 2-0 LX AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SILVER METALLIC 24000 MILES... 


05 54 ALHAMBRA STYLANCE 1-9 DIESEL AUTO 115 SILVER 26000 MILES- 


07 56 HONDA 2-0 CR-V AUTO EXECUTIVE SAT NAV GREY 15000 MILES... 

07 56 HONDA JAZZ 1-4 SPORT SE AUTO PAS AIR/C STEEL GREY 18000 MILES... 


U/ at 
06 51 


MATICALLY THE BEST” 

The U.K.’s first and best 
Automatic Vehicle Specialist 



08 08 CITROEN C3 1-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 8000 MILES . 

06 56 CITROEN PICASSO 2-0 EXCLUSIVE AUTO DIABLO 16000 MILES- 
06 06 CITROEN C3 1-4 AUTO PAS SILVER AIR/C 19000 MILES. 


...£14995 

...£11995 

...£15995 

...£13495 

...£10995 

...£13495 

.£9995 

.£9995 

...£10995 

...£10495 

.£9995 

...£10995 

.£9995 

.£9995 

...£10495 
.£8495 


07 57 MAZDA 3 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR SILVER 8000 MILES. 

07 56 MAZDA 2 1-4S AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR MET BLUE 17000 MILES. 

06 56 2 1-4 CAPELLA AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR MET BLUE 1900 MILES. 

06 56 2 1-4 CAPELLA AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR MET BLUE 20000 MILES- 

06 56 MAZDA 6 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR SEA GREY 16000 MILES. 

06 56 MAZDA 6 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR MET BLUE 9000 MILES. 

06 56 MAZDA 6 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR SEA GREY 21000 MILES. 


wwm 


06 56 FIAT PANDA ELEGANZA 1242CC 5DR AUTO PAS BLACK 16000 MILES.£5995 

09 09 FUSION 1-6 ZETEC PLUS AUTO PAS 5DR AVALON BLUE 4000 MILES.£10995 

07 57 FIESTA STYLE 1-6 CLIMATE AUTO PASAIR/C BLUE 19000 MILES.£7995 

07 57 FUSION ZETEC 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PAS AIR BLUE 1000 MILES.£8995 

07 07 FUSION ZETEC 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PAS AIR GREEN 4000 MILES.£8495 

06 56 FIESTA STYLE 1-6 CLIMATE AUTO PASAIR/C BLUE 13000 MILES.£6995 

06 56 FIESTA 1-4 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PASAIR/C BLUE 1000 MILES.£7495 

05 55 FUSION 3 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C ALLOYS SILVER 3000 MILES.£6995 

04 04 FIESTA 1-4 LX AUTO PAS AIR/C ALLOYS SILVER 24000 MILES.£4495 


08 57 KIA PICANTO 1-1 ICE 5DR AUTO PAS BLUE AIR/C 9000 MILES. 

06 56 KIA PICANTO 1-1 LX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/CON 21000 MILES. 

06 06 KIA PICANTO 1-1 LX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/CON BLACK 17000 MILES.., 


08 58 HYUNDAI 

08 08 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS MET GREY 5000 MILES. 

08 57 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS MET GREY 3000 MILES. 

07 57 HYUNDAI ACCENT 3DR ATLANTIC ALLOYS AUTO PAS 6000 MILES. 

07 57 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS MET BLUE 5000 MILES. 

07 57 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS YELLOW 9000 MILES. 

07 57 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS YELLOW 9000 MILES. 

06 56 HYUNDAI MATRIX 1-6 GSi AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER GREEN 7000 MILES. 

06 56 HYUNDAI MATRIX 1-6 GSi AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER GREEN 16000 MILES... 


...£7495 

...£5995 

...£5495 


...£5995 

...£5995 

...£5995 


08 58 TOYOTA YARIS T3 AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR BLUE 6000 MILES.£9995 

08 08 TOYOTA YARIS T3 AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR ALLOYS SILVER 14000 MILES.£8995 

07 57 YARIS 1-3 ZINC 3DR AUTO PAS ALLOYS BLACK UNDER 800 MILES.£8995 

07 56 COROLLA 1-6 T 3 5DR AUTO AIR/C IXION BLUE 12000 MILES.£9995 

07 56 COROLLA 1-6 COLOUR COLLECTION 5DR AUTO BLACK 7000 MILES.£9995 

07 56 TOYOTA YARIS T-SPIRIT AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR GREY 23000 MILES.£7995 

02 02 TOYOTA YARIS VERSO 1-3 GLS AUTO PAS SILVER 22000 MILES .£5995 


08 08 FOCUS 1-6 STYLE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C VISION BLUE 6000 MILES.£9995 

08 08 NEW FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 4000 MILES.£11495 

08 08 NEW FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC 3DR AUTO PAS AIR/C KELP 4000 MILES.£9995 

08 57 NEW FOCUS 1-6 STYLE AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE 7000 MILES.£9995 

07 57 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C ALLOYS GREEN 5000 MILES.£8995 

07 07 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PAS AIR ESTATE BLUE 15000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PASAIR OCEAN BLUE 8000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PASAIR TONIC BLUE 3000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 FORD FOCUS GHIA AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SEA GREY 13000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4DR ALLOYS TONIC BLUE 13000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4DR ALLOYS SILVER 17000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4DR ALLOYS TANGO 18000 MILES.£7995 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4DR ALLOYS BLUE 12000 MILES.£7495 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4DR ALLOYS SILVER 21000 MILES.£7495 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE TONIC 16000 MILES.£7495 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 LX HATCH AUTO PAS AIR/C STRATOS SILVER 34000 MILES.£5995 

05 55 FORD FOCUS GHIA 2-0 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SEA GREY 27000 MILES.£6995 

03 03 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA AUTO 4 DOOR PAS AIR/C PEPPER RED 48000 MILES.£4995 

03 03 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA AUTO 5 DOOR PAS AIR/C BLACK LEATHER 58000 MILES.£4995 

07 57 FOCUS 1-6 STYLE ESTATE AUTO AIR/C MOONDUST SILVER 1900 MILES.£8995 

07 07 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA 5DR AUTO PAS SEA GREY AIR 17000 MILES.£8995 

06 56 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA ESTATE CAR AUTO PAS TONIC BLUE 23000 MILES.£8995 

06 56 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA AUTO ESTATE PAS AIR/C TONIC BLUE 18000 MILES.£8495 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 LX ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR/C STEEL GREY 12000 MILES.£6995 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 LX ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER 17000 MILES.£6995 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 LX ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER 17000 MILES.£6995 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 LX ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR/C TANGO 21000 MILES.£6995 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS 11000 MILES.£7495 


08 08 NISSAN MICRA TEKNA 5DR AUTO PAS INFERNO RED 9000 MILES. 

08 08 NISSAN MICRA TEKNA 5DR AUTO PAS BLADE SILVER 10000 MILES. 

08 08 NISSAN MICRA ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS BLADE SILVER 10000 MILES. 

08 08 NISSAN MICRA ACENTA + 5DR AUTO PAS CAFFE LATTE 4000 MILES. 

08 08 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA R 5DR AUTO PAS BLACK MET 2000 MILES. 

07 57 NISSAN MICRA TEKNA 5DR AUTO PAS FADED DENIM 14000 MILES. 

07 57 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS CAFFE LATTE 4000 MILES. 

07 07 NISSAN MICRA SPIRITA 1-4 5DR AUTO PAS CAFFE LATTE 17000 MILES... 

06 56 NISSAN MICRA SPIRITA 5DR AUTO PAS PACIFIC BLUE 5000 MILES. 

06 56 NISSAN MICRA SPIRITA 5DR AUTO PAS PACIFIC BLUE 11000 MILES. 

04 04 NISSAN MICRA 1-2 SE 5DR AUTO PAS BLUE 12000 MILES. 

04 53 NISSAN MICRA 1-2 SE 3DR AUTO PAS ARUBA BLUE 11000 MILES. 

03 53 NISSAN MICRA 1-2 S 3DR AUTO PAS BLUE 2000 MILES. 

03 53 NISSAN TINO 1-8 S 5DR AUTO PAS BLUE AIR/C 32000 MILES... 


08 58 SKODA ROOMSTER 2 AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 6000 MILES... 


03 03 ROVER 45 IMPRESSION AUTO PAS AIR/C NIGHTFIRE RED 43000 MILES... 


EM 


09 09 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 900 MILES... 


08 58 CHEVROLET AVEO LT AUTO PAS AIR/C TURQUOISE 1000 MILES. 

08 58 CHEVROLET AVEO LT AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER 7000 MILES. 

08 58 CHEVROLET MATIZ SE AUTO PAS 5DR BLUE 2000 MILES. 

08 08 CHEVROLET MATIZ SE AUTO PAS 5DR BLUE 2000 MILES. 

08 08 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR BLACK 6000 MILES. 

08 57 CHEVROLET MATIZ SE AUTO PAS 5DR BLUE 5000 MILES. 

07 57 KALOS 1-4 SX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE METALLIC 1400 MILES. 

06 56 CHEVROLET MATIZ SE AUTO PAS 5DR BLUE 12000 MILES. 

06 56 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 17000 MILES.... 
06 56 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 15000 MILES.... 
06 56 KALOS 1-4 SX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE METALLIC 36000 MILES... 


VOLKSWAGEN 


56 HONDA JAZZ 1-4 SE AUTO PAS AIR/C METALLIC BLUE 18000 MILES.£8495 


08 58 VW POLO 1-4 MATCH 5DR 6 SPD AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE 8000 MILES. 

08 08 VW POLO 1-4 MATCH 5DR 6 SPD AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 8000 MILES... 

07 07 VW POLO 1-4 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 20000 MILES. 

06 56 VW GOLF 1-6 MATCH 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER 11000 MILES. 

06 56 VW POLO 1-4 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 17000 MILES. 

06 06 VW GOLF 1-6 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C GREY METALLIC 11000 MILES. 

05 05 VW POLO 1-4 TWIST 5DR AUTO PAS SILVER 30000 MILES. 


...£6495 

...£5995 

...£6995 

...£5495 


...£5495 

...£5495 

...£4995 


.£7995 

...£11995 

.£7995 

.£9995 

.£6995 


ASTRA HATCHES 


08 58 NEW CORSA 1-2 CLUB AUTO PAS AIR/C 3DR ICE BLUE 300 MILES. 

08 08 NEW CORSA 1-2 CLUB AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR ICE BLUE 1300 MILES. 

07 57NEW CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 3DR AUTO PAS BLUE 9000 MILES. 

07 57 NEW CORSA 1-4 CLUB AUTO PAS AIR/C 3DR ULTRA BLUE 15000 MILES. 

07 07 NEW CORSA 1-4 SX AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR BLUE 8000 MILES. 

.£8995 

.£8995 

.£9495 

.£7995 

.£7995 

08 08 ASTRA 
08 57 ASTRA 
07 57 ASTRA 
07 57 ASTRA 
07 07 ASTRA 

07 07 NEW CORSA 1-4 CLUB 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C ULTRA 4000 MILES. 

.£7995 

07 07 ASTRA 

07 56 NEW CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 5DR AUTO PAS SILVER 9000 MILES. 

.£7995 

07 07 ASTRA 

07 56 NEW CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 3DR AUTO PAS BLACK 2000 MILES. 

07 56 NEW CORSA 1-2 LIFE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER 5000 MILES. 

.£7995 

.£7995 

07 07 ASTRA 
07 56 ASTRA 

06 56 NEW CORSA 1-4 CLUB 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C MAUVE 19000 MILES. 

.£7995 

06 56 ASTRA 
06 56 ASTRA 
06 06 ASTRA 

06 06 CORSA 1-4 ACTIVE 5DR AIR/C AUTO PAS BLUE 16000 MILES. 

06 06 CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 3DR AUTO PAS SILVER 23000 MILES. 

02 52 CORSA 1-0 ECO 3DR AUTO PAS SILVER £35 RTAX 39000 MILES. 

02 51 CORSA 1-4 COMFORT AUTO 5 DOOR BLUE 54000 MILES. 

.£6995 

.£6495 

.£3695 

.£3695 


8 DESIGN AUTO PAS HATCH ULTRA BLUE 20000 MILES. 

8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5 DOOR SILVER 20000 MILES. 

8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5 DOOR SILVER 17000 MILES. 

8 DESIGN AUTO PAS 5 DOOR METRO BLUE 17000 MILES. 

8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5 DOOR PEACOCK BLUE 15000 MILES... 

8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5 DOOR METRO BLUE 14000 MILES. 

8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5 DOOR TURQUOISE 6000 MILES. 

8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5 DOOR SILVER 40000 MILES. 

8 LIFE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C STAR SILVER 17000 MILES. 

8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5 DOOR SILVER 12000 MILES. 

8 LIFE AUTO 5DR HATCH PAS ULTRA BLUE 7000 MILES. 

6 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR 5 DOOR POMMEGRANITE 12000 MILES. 


■1 


...£7995 

...£6995 

...£5995 


ASTRA ESTATES 


...£10995 
.£5995 


...£6495 

...£9995 


08 08 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE SILVER 12000 MILES. 

07 57 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ESTATE METRO BLUE 14000 MILES. 

07 57 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ESTATE PANNACOTTA 15000 MILES. 

07 57 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN LIFE AUTO PAS ESTATE MET GREY 7000 MILES. 

07 07 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE PANACOTTA 6000 MILES. 

06 56 ASTRA 18 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR PANNACOTTA 17000 MILES... 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR STAR SILVER 8000 MILES. 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR METRO BLUE 11000 MILES... 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS ESTATE SILVER 11000 MILES. 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS ESTATE SILVER 13000 MILES. 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO AIR 5DR ESTATE ULTRA BLUE 13000 MILES. 

06 06 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR ULTRA BLUE 12000 MILES.... 
06 06 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR ULTRA BLUE 20000 MILES.... 
06 06 ASTRA 1-8 CLUB AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR BLACK 12000 MILES. 


...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7495 


NEW ZAFIRA & MERIVA 5 & 7 SEATS MPV’S 


07 07 SUZUK11-6 SX4 AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR MET BLUE 12000 MILES.£8495 

06 06 SUZUKI IGNIS 1-5 GL 5DR AUTO PAS CATS EYES BLUE 15000 MILES.£5995 

05 55 SUZUKI SWIFT 1-3 GLX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR GREY 16000 MILES.£7495 

05 55 SUZUKI LIANNA 1-6 GLX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR SILVER 51000 MILES.£4995 


08 08 ZAFIRA 1-9 
08 08 MERIVA 1-6 
08 57 ZAFIRA 1-8 
08 57 ZAFIRA 1-8 
07 07 ZAFIRA 1-8 
06 56 ZAFIRA 2-2 
06 56 MERIVA 1-6 
06 56 MERIVA 1-6 
06 56 MERIVA 1-6 
04 54 ZAFIRA 1-8 


LIFE AUTO PAS PANNACOTTA 7 SEATER 6000 MILES. 

LIFE AUTO PAS STAR SILVER 7 SEATER 15000 MILES. 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR PANNACOTTA 7 SEATER 10000 MILES- 

LIFE AUTO PAS METRO BLUE 7 SEATER 12000 MILES. 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR STAR SILVER 3000 MILES. 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 5000 MILES... 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR STAR SILVER 400 MILES. 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ULTRA BLUE 25000 MILES. 


...£12995 

.£8995 

.£9495 


...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7995 


RENAULT SCENIC’S 


08 08 GRAND 
08 08 SCENIC 
08 08 SCENIC 
08 08 SCENIC 
07 57 SCENIC 
07 57 SCENIC 
07 07 SCENIC 
07 07 SCENIC 
07 56 SCENIC 
06 56 SCENIC 
06 56 SCENIC 
06 56 GRAND 
06 56 SCENIC 
06 56 SCENIC 
06 56 SCENIC 
06 56 SCENIC 
06 56 SCENIC 
06 56 SCENIC 
06 06 SCENIC 
06 06 SCENIC 
06 06 SCENIC 
06 06 SCENIC 


SCENIC 1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS BLACK 2000 MILES... 


1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR BLACK 7000 MILES... 

1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR RED 6000 MILES. 

1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR GREY 10000 MILES. 

1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR GOLD 16000 MILES. 

1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR BLUE 19000 MILES. 

PRIVILEDGE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C GOLD 9000 MILES. 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 15000 MILES. 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 4000 MILES. 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 10000 MILES. 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SILVER 16000 MILES. 

SCENIC DYNAMIC 16 AUTO 5DR BLUE 7 SEATS 8000 MILES. 

PRIVILEDGE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C CHAMPAGNE 21000 MILES. 

PRIVILEDGE 2-0 AUTO PAS AIR/C CHAMPAGNE 28000 MILES. 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 22000 MILES. 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C CHAMPAGNE 16000 MILES- 
DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C CHAMPAGNE 26000 MILES- 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SILVER 21000 MILES. 

PRIVILEDGE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE 17000 MILES. 

PRIVILEDGE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 17000 MILES. 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C RED MET 14000 MILES. 

DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 16000 MILES. 


...£9495 

...£9495 


...£7995 

...£7495 

...£7495 

...£5495 

...£5495 

...£5295 

...£4495 


08 58 RENAULT CLIO 1-6 EXPRESSION 3DR AUTO PAS 750 MILES. 

08 08 RENAULT CLIO 1-6 EXPRESSION 3DR AUTO PAS 2000 MILES. 

07 57 RENAULT MODUS INITIALE 1-6 AUTO PAS LEATHER 9000 MILES. 

07 07 MEGANE 1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR SILVER 16000 MILES. 

07 07 KANGOO EXPRESSION 1-6 AUTO PAS MET SILVER AIR/C 16000 MILES ... 
06 56 LAGUNA EXPRESSION ESTATE 2-0 AUTO PAS MET GREY 8000 MILES .... 

06 06 MEGANE DYNAMIQUE1-6 AUTO PAS ESTATE GOLD 17000 MILES. 

05 05 MODUS 1-6 PRIVILEDGE AUTO PAS AIR/C GREY 39000 MILES. 

05 05 MODUS DYNAMIC 1-6 AUTO PAS SILVER 13000 MILES. 


...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7995 


...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7495 

...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7495 

...£7495 


...£7995 

...£7995 

...£7995 

...£6995 

...£5995 

...£5995 


MERCEDES BENZ 


09 58 MECEDES A150 CLASSIC AUTO PAS MET GOLD 5000 MILES... 


...£7995 


08 08 A CLASS 150 AVANTGARDES SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 13000 MILES.. 

08 08 Cl 80 SPORT COUPE AUTO PAS AIR SILVER ALLOYS 18000 MILES. 

07 57 MERCEDES Cl80 KOMP AVANTGARDE SE CUBANITE 21000 MILES. 

07 57 A CLASS 150 ELEGANCE SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SILVER 3000 MILES. 

07 56 A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 3DR AIR/C SILVER 20000 MILES. 

07 56 A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 3DR AIR/C BLUE 20000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C GREY 23000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C GREY 15000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLACK 25000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 AVANT/GARDE SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR 8000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 ELEGANCE SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR SILVER 13000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 ELEGANCE SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR SILVER 10000 MILES. 

03 53 A140 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS SILVER AIR/C 5DR 7000 MILES. 

03 53 A140 ELEGANCE AUTO PAS SILVER AIR/C 5DR 39000 MILES. 

02 52 A140 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS SILVER AIR/C 25000 MILES. 

01 51 A140 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS BLUE 44000 MILES. 


.£14995 

.£12995 

...£9495 

...£9495 

...£9995 

...£9995 

...£9995 

.£11995 

.£11495 

.£11495 

...£6495 

...£5995 

...£5995 

...£4995 


08 58 PEUGEOT 107 2-TRONIC 3DR AUTO PAS RED 1400 MILES.£7995 

08 08 PEUGEOT 207 SPORT AUTO PAS 3DR AIR NEYSHA BLUE 11000 MILES.£8995 

07 57 PEUGEOT 206 LOOK 3DR AUTO PAS AIR/C STORM GREY 2000 MILES.£8495 

07 57 PEUGEOT 307 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS BLACK 16000 MILES.£7995 

07 57 PEUGEOT 206 LOOK 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE MET 4000 MILES.£7495 

07 07 PEUGEOT 307 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS DIABLO RED 17000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 PEUGEOT 307 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS MAROON 11000 MILES.£7495 

06 56 PEUGEOT 307 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS SILVER MET 17000 MILES.£7495 

06 56 PEUGEOT 307 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS BLUE MET 14000 MILES.£7495 

06 06 307 SW ESTATE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIRC GREY MET 13000 MILES.£7995 


MANUAL CARS 


08 57 FIESTA 1-4 GHIA 5DR 5 SPEED MANUAL BLUE AIR/C 2000 MILES.£8 

07 57 CITROEN C2 AIRPLAY 1-1 3DR 5 SPD MANUAL SILVER 3000 MILES.£5' 

07 07 FIAT PANDA DYNAMIC 5DR 5 SPEED SILVER 8000 MILES.£4' 

06 06 CITROEN Cl RYTHM 1-0 5DR 5 SPD MANUAL SILVER 15000 MILES.£5' 

06 06 HYUNDAI GETZ 1-1 CDX PAS 5SPD AIR/C SEASIDE BLUE 45000 MILES.£4995 

05 55 CITROEN C3 1-4 SX 5DR 5 SPEED PAS AIR DIABLO RED 15000 MILES.£5495 

04 04 PEUGET 206 1-4 SE 5DR 5 SPEED PAS AIR/C MOONSTONE 36000 MILES.£4995 


www.automaticcarsltd.co.uk 

ONLINE ALL DAY EVERY DAY 

Ray Morris Automatic Cars 

No hidden extras, all prices include a twelve month tree guarantee and new MOT if 
required. Only genuine mileage cars offered for sale 


NOW 3 BRANCHES 

21 WATLING STREET, BEXLEYHEATH 
01322 524680 

42 HIGH STREET, WELLING 
020 8303 4030 

51A UPPER WICKHAM LANE, WELLING 
020 83041654 
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USED CAR ROUND-UP: 


OUR PICK FROM A KEY SECTOR 


FAMILY HATCHBACKS carsf@rkent.co.uk ® 

WANT to downsize yet still run a car that does it all? Start shopping for a family hatchback; it seats five, can be crammed like a small 
van and represents a good balance of space, flexibility and economy... providing you don't go for the 'hot hatch' version. Competition is 
tough in this sector too, so there are few duds to beware of. Our trio here are affordable and should each give excellent service even if 
they offer differing propositions on street credibility - the Corolla was axed primarily for its dull image. 


FORD FOCUS 



BRITAIN'S favourite car. Or is it? Some say it's Nol through Ford's 
formidable market share. Fair point, but the Focus is also great to drive, 
practical, well-made and blessed with good engines. For secondhand 
buyers there is a fantastic choice of power - including the rapid ST - 
trim levels and body styles: a smart saloon and estate plus a coupe 
convertible. The car's popularity and ordinary looks are a weakness 
though and reason enough for some buyers to look elsewhere. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★★ * 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 


TOYOTA COROLLA 



TOYOTA chopped the Corolla in 2007 in favour of the Auris, but the 
latter has all the same virtues and disadvantages. More than any 
other model, the Corolla made Toyota the world's Nol carmaker - 
it was affordable and durable, but a little dull. There is plenty of 
engine and body choice though and even racy versions, though the 
car pretty much does what it says on the tin. Corolla prices have 
eased too with its perception as a 'deleted' model. 

STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal ★★★ 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 


MAZDA3 



MAZDA'S link with Ford means that a lot of Focus resided beneath 
the skin of the first and newly-replaced Mazda3 and that means 
neat handling. But the Mazda stands out visually from its ubiquitous 
half-sister, a fact not lost on used car buyers looking for something 
distinctive. The 3' is mostly found as a capacious hatchback, but 
there is also a sporty saloon. Engines are lively, in line with Mazda's 
sporty 'Zoom-Zoom' image - look out for the MPS hot hatch. 

STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★★ * 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 



CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a car in the County 


SOME BEAUTIFUL LITTLE 
NUMBERS TO HELP YOU DRIVE 
A BEAUTIFUL LITTLE NUMBER 



Mow vrrili ftlofllop mm standard 



J G Burgess & Company 
(jfton Lane, Sittingbourne ME 10 

A __j Tell BITOt 421111 

conumprino for rh* Flaa 500 1 2 Pup er*i 11 /IOMm) aw) C02 

Urfean44 I Catra Oban tS.7(4.|> Coirdasad SS4<SJ)C02 119 9 »*av 



POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 
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The All New Vauxhall 

m 
to 



Now Showing 


Test drive our new star 
at Pomphrey’s of Sittingbourne 

Attractive from every angle and dynamic in every scene, it delivers 
an exhilarating driving experience. And it also comes with special effects 
like 3 years 0% APR typical. Action packed! 


Pomphreys 
0800 146 039 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 


London Road 
Bapchild 
Sittingbourne 
ME9 9AQ 


Mon-Fri 9:00 - 18:00 
Sat 9:00 - 18:00 
Sun 10:00 - 16:00 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data - Fuel Consumption Figures mpg (litres/IOOkm): The All New Astra Range: urban - from 28.8 (9.9) to 49.6 (5.7), Extra-urban 
- from 50.4 (5.6) to 68.9 (4.1), Combined - from 39.8 (7.1) to 60.1 (4.7). CO 2 Emissions from 167 to 124g/km. 

MINIMUM DEPOSIT OF 50% REQUIRED ON EXCLUSIV MODELS AND 30% ON ALL OTHER MODELS. Finance by GMAC UK pic, applicants must be aged 18 or over. Offer available to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only). All other sales categories are excluded. 
Offers may not apply to all Retailer stocks and apply to selected new vehicles ordered or registered between 04.12.09 and 31.03.10, and are subject to status, eligibility, terms and conditions. (Vaux88638) 



Network Q 
Multi-Point Check 


Network Q 
Ownership Promise 


Comprehensive 

warranty 


12 months cover 
on brakes, battery 
& clutch 


30 day exchange 


Nationwide 
vehicle search 


AGILA 








MERIVA 






Year 

Reg 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour 

M/age 

£ 

Year 

Reg Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour 

M/age 

£ 

2009 

09 

Agila Club A/c 

1.2 

5 

Atlanta blue 

6,350 

8,995 

2006 

06 Meriva Design 

1.4 

5 

Silver 

36,030 

6,495 

2009 

59 

Agila Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Atlanta Blue 

Del mileage 

10,495 

2006 

06 Meriva Active MTA 

1.6 

5 

Metro blue 

32,950 

6,495 

2009 

59 

Agila Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Sugar white 

Del mileage 

10,495 

2006 

56 Meriva Life A/C 

1.4 

5 

Steel blue 

19,730 

6,495 

ASTRA 







2007 

57 Meriva Design CDTi 

1.7D 

5 

Star silver 

34,950 

7995 

Year 

Reg 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour 

M/age 

£ 

2009 

59 Meriva Active CDTi + 

1.3D 

5 

Star silver 

Del mileage 

12,995 

2005 

55 

Astra Design Sports hatch 

1.6 

5 

Star silver 

43,280 

7495 

TIGRA 






2006 

56 

Astra Sxi Sports hatch 

1.6 

3 

Panacotta 

21,950 

7995 

Year 

Reg Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour 

M/age 

£ 

2006 

56 

Astra Design Twin top 

1.8 

2 

Black sapphire 

40,200 

9,995 

2007 

07 Tigra Exclusive Red 

1.4 

2 

Metro blue 

32,500 

8,995 

2007 

07 

Astra Design Twin top 

1.8 

2 

Air blue 

10,240 

10,995 

VECTRA 






2007 

57 

Astra Sri CDTi X Pack 

1.9D 

5 

Ultra blue 

17325 

10,495 

Year 

Reg Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour 

M/age 

£ 

2008 

08 

Astra Design CDTi Auto 

1.9D 

5 

Star silver 

22,200 


2006 

56 Vectra Life CDTi A/c 

1.9D 

5 

Black 

27780 

7295 

2008 

08 

Astra Sxi Sports hatch 

1.6 

3 

Silver lightening 

24,300 

9,995 

2008 

08 Vectra Desian 

1.8 

4 

Panacotta 

25,050 

8,995 

2008 

58 

Astra Sri CDTi X Pack 

1.9D 

3 

Star silver 

10,100 

13,495 

2008 

08 Vectra Exclusiv CDTi + Dack 1.9D 

5 

Silver lightening 

41,700 

8,995 

2008 

58 

Astra Sri Ex Pack 

1.8 

3 

Black sapphire 

5,960 

11,995 

2008 

08 Vectra Sri 

1.8 

5 

Black sapphire 

27800 

8,995 

2009 

09 

Astra Breeze Sports hatch 

1.7D 

3 

Black sapphire 

6,250 

10,995 

2008 

58 Vectra Exclusive 

1.8 

5 

Black sapphire 

15,390 

8,995 

2009 

09 

Astra Club 

1.4 

5 

Star silver 

5,690 

9,495 

niir cnnu 






2009 

09 

Astra Sxi 

1.6 

5 

Green spirit 

5,300 

10.995 

DUEbUUN 






2009 

59 

Astra Sxi Sports hatch 

1.6 

3 

Ultra blue 

5,800 

12,995 

Year 

Reg Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour 

M/age 

£ 

2009 

59 

Astra Life A/c 

1.6 

5 

Metro blue 

Del mileage 

11,995 

2006 

56 Corsa Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Flame red 

37000 

7995 

2009 59 

Astra Sxi Sportshatch 

1.6 

3 

Star silver 

Del mileage 

12,995 

2002 

2005 

02* Astra Club 

55 Astra Sxi Sports hatch 

1.6 

1.6 

5 

3 

Blue 

Ultra blue 

85,000 

30,000 

2.995 

6.995 

CORSA 







2007 

57 Astra VXR 

2.0 

3 

Arden blue 

24,000 

13,995 

Year 

Reg 

Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour 

M/age 

£ 

2008 

58 Astra Sxi 

1.6 

5 

Black sapphire 

11,000 

9,495 

2001 

Y* 

Corsa Comfort 

1.2 

5 

City red 

59,940 

2,695 

2006 

06 Zafira Active 

1.8 

5 

Metro blue 

38,200 

7495 

2001 

Y* 

Corsa Comfort 

1.2 

3 

Blue 

57525 

2,695 

2008 

08 Zafira Breeze+ CDTi Auto 

1.9D 

5 

Star silver 

16,000 

12,495 

2003 

03* 

Corsa Elegance 

1.2 

5 

Star silver 

46,000 

3,695 








2003 

53* 

Corsa Design 

1.2 

5 

Spearmint silver 

43,000 

3,795 

U9CUVANS 






2006 

06* 

Corsa Sxi + 

1.2 

3 

Flame red 

57600 

4,995 

Year 

Keg Model 

Eng 


Colour 

M/age 

£ 

2007 

07 

Corsa VXR 

1.6 

3 

Arden blue 

28,450 

11,495 

2006 

V Combo PAS 

1.3CDTi 


White 

36,150 

4,995+VAT 

2007 

07 

Corsa Design 

1.2 

3 

Flame red 

39,265 

6,995 

2009 

59 Combo CDTi PAS, 

1.3D 

5 

White 

13,960 

7295+VAT 

2007 

07 

Corsa Design 

1.4 

3 

Tea green 

17611 

7495 

2009 

09 Vivaro LWB Double cab 

2.0CDTi 


Silver 

6,120 

13,995+VAT 

2008 

57 

Corsa Design Auto 

1.4 

3 

Star silver 

34,500 

7995 

PRE- 

REG VANS 






2008 

08 

Corsa Design 

1.2 

5 

Ultra blue 

25,275 

8,795 

2009 

59 Vivaro SWB (115) 

2.0D 

5 doors 

White 

Delivery 

11,995+VAT 

2008 

08 

Corsa Club 

1.4 

5 

Air blue 

6,850 

7995 

2009 

09 Astravan Sportive 

1.7CDTi 


Silver 

Delivery 

10,795+VAT 

2009 

09 

Corsa Active 

1.0 

5 

Star silver 

6,270 

9,395 

2009 

59 Astravan 

1.7D 

Club 

White 

Delivery 

9,495+VAT 

2009 

59 

Corsa Design CDTi 

1.3D 

5 

Star silver 

6,325 

10,995 

2009 

59 Astravan 

1.7D 

Club 

White 

Delivery 

9,495+VAT 

INSIGNIA &SIGNUM 






2009 

59 Astravan 

1.7D 

Club 

White 

Delivery 

9,495+VAT 

Year 

Reg Model 

Eng 

Dr 

Colour 

M/age 

£ 

OTHERS 






2009 

09 

Insignia Tourer Exclusive 

1.8 

5 

Black sapphire 

9,300 

13.995 

2006 

56* Proton Savi 

1.1 

5 

Metallic red 

28,000 

3,995 

2009 

09 

Insignia Sports Tourer CDTi 1.9D 

5 

Technical grey 

5,300 

16,995 








2004 

04* 

Signum Elegance Auto 

2.2 

5 

Star silver 

51,500 

4,495 







*Non Network Q 


Pomphreys of Sittingbourne Ltd 
London Road, Bapchild, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ 


Tel: 01795 476222 
Fax: 01795 478209 


Email: pomphreys.vauxhall@virgin.net 
Website: www.pomphreys.co.uk 


Used cars you can rely on . 

www.networkq.co.uk 
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MOTORS 


Motrabilitry 

•**•*••• — —— •— * **! < » ■« ^ 


174 PARROCK STREET, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA121EP 


ESTABLISHED 



2006 56 TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 T3 
5dr, 1 owner, A/C, 25k 
REDUCED £6,595 


2006 06 TOYOTA AYG0 1.0 WT-I 
5 dr, 1 Owner, S/History, 22k 
REDUCED £5,595 


2004 04 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.6 ENJOY 
1 owner, s/history, A/C, DVD, 52k 
£3,995 


2006 56 TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 T3 
5dr, 1 owner, A/C, 14k 
REDUCED £6,595 


2006 56 TOYOTA YARIS 
1.0 VVY-i T3 5 Door 
1 Owner,S/History,A/C,14k 
REDUCED £6,595 


% 
<o 



2007 56 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
1.6 Life 7 Seater, 1 Owner, S/History, A/C, 26k 
£7,195 


2005 05 CITROEN PICASSO 2.0 EXCLUSIVE 
Auto, 2 owners, A/C, 25k 
£5,495 


2006 56 PEUGEOT 2071.4 S, 
5dr, 1 Owner, A/C, Alloys, 27k 
£6,295 




2008 08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXI 
3dr,1 Owner, A/C, Alloys, 23k 
REDUCED £7,495 



2007 07 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 S 
5dr, 1 owner, A/C, 18k 
£6,795 


2006 56 NISSAN NOTE 1.6 SE AUTO 
5dr, 1 owner, A/C, 37k 
REDUCED £5,995 



\ 



2007 56 NISSAN NOTE 
1.6 SE,5DR,1 OWNER,A/C,ALLOYS,14K| 
£6,495 


2007 07 FORD FIESTA 
1.4 Style, 5dr,1 Owner, S/History, 21k 
£5,995 


2007 07 FORD FOCUS 
1.6 Sport,5dr,1 Owner, S/History, A/C, 34k 
£7,195 


2006 56 CHEVROLET MATIZ 1.0 SE 
5 door, 2 owners, A/C, 25k 
£3,495 


2007 07 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
1.6 LIFE 7 SEATER 

1 owner, s/history, A/C, 28k 

£7,495 



2006 56 FORD FOCUS 1.6 LX AUTO, 
1 owner, A/C, 28k 
£6,495 


2007 56 TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 ZINC 
5 dr, 2 owners, s/history, A/C, 17k 
REDUCED £6,995 



2006 56 TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 T-SPIRIT, 
3dr, 1 owner, A/C, Alloys, 20k 
REDUCED £6,695 


2006 56 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.3 LIFE T/DIESEL, 
5dr, 1 owner, air con, 23k 
£6,795 


2006 06 FORD C-MAX1.6 
5dr, 1 owner, A/C, 22k 
£6,995 


2006 56 TOYOTA AYGO 1.0 
VVT-I,5DR,1 OWNER,S/HISTORY, 26K 
REDUCED £5,995 


2007 56 FORD FOCUS 
1.6 LX AUT0,5DR,1 OWNER,A/C,26K 
£6,495 


2006 56 NISSAN NOTE 1.6 SE AUTO 
5dr, 1 owner, A/C, 34k 
REDUCED £5,995 


2007 07 NISSAN MICRA 
1.2 Sprinta,3dr,1 Owner,A/C,14k 
£5,595 


2003 03 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 DTi 
Elegance,7 Seater, S/History, 39k 
£4,995 


2007 07 TOYOTA YARIS 
1.3 VVT-i Zinc,3 Door 
1 Owner,S/History,A/C,Alloys,19k 
REDUCED £6,995 


Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Sat 9am-4pm 
Sun lOam-lpm 


Tel: 01474 560883 4^ Santander 


www.s-gmotors.co.uk 


coftiuMct nMici 
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www. kentcarsupermarket.co. uk 


AutoPlanet 

Kent’s only used car Supermarket 





Small Cars 

217 in stock 






iftxj 

Medium Cars 

Large Cars 

Sports Cars 

4x4/Est/MPV 

206 in stock 

106 in stock 

51 in stock 

106 in stock 






Low CO 2 

43 in stock 



Check our Prices, 
they’re cheaper than 
Parker’s Price Guide f 


Cash Price £7,999 

SJK"* £9,409.64 

36 monthly aaa 
payments 3WJ57.41 

Deposit £2,899 

“ r0e £1,410.64 

Excess mileage 14 q n 

charge per mile 1 ^'■ S P 

payment' £2,931.8* 

Mileage per r* 

annum D,UUU 

11.9%"* 


See our website 
for further details 
and where to 
find us. 


£195 Credit Facility Fee is included. A A£95 Completion Fee is included in the Final Payment. 



AutoPlanet Maidstone 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 


0845 871 7104 OpenMon-Fri:9am-7pm, 

www. kentcarsupermarket.co. uk Sat: 9am - 6pm, Sun: 11am - 5pm 



'^AutoPlanet 


AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 




all 

makes 


Snodhurst Car Sales 


A family-run business, where quality matters 


Cars checked by 


h|i 



Call now on: 01634 200 006 Snodhurst Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OSX 


DIESELS 

01 TOYOTA COLORADO LANDCRUISER D-4D VX AUTOMATIC, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, FULL LEATHER SEATS & TRIM, 

AIR-CON, FULL ELECTRIC PACK, ALLOYS, ECT,ECT . £8995 

04 04 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT ESTATE 130 TDI HIGHLINE AUTOMATIC, SERVICE HISTORY,FULL BLACK LEATHER, CLIMATE, 

FULL ELECTRIC PACK, ALLOYS, STUNNING . £5995 

55 05 RENAULT MEGANE 1.9DCI PRIVILEDGE 5DR, FULL RENAULT SERVICE HISTORY, _ LEATHER, CLIMATE, CD + 

MULTICHANGE, ELECTRIC PACK, ALLOYS . £4995 

04 04 PEUGEOT 607 HDI AUTOMATIC DIESEL 63000 MILES, PEUGEOT SERVICE HISTORY, CLIMATE, ELECTRIC PACK, 

ALLOYS, . £4995 

02 02 AUDI A4 TDI SE 130 BHP ESTATE, MOTORWAY MILES, SILVER, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, CLIMATE CONTROL / 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS & MIRRORS, ALLOYS . £4495 

04 04 FORD MONDEO TDCI MISTRAL 5 DOOR METALLIC BLACK, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, CLIMATE CONTROL, ELECTRIC 

PACK, ALLOYS, . £3995 

53 04 FORD MONDEO TDCI ZETEC 5 DOOR METALLIC RED, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, CLIMATE CONTROL, ELECTRIC PACK, 

ALLOYS, . £3995 

Y 01 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 1.9 TDI SE, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, CLIMATE, CD, ALLOYS, FULL ELECTRIC PACK £125/YEAR 
TAX + 50 MPG, . £3795 


53 03 HYUNDAI GETZ 5 DOOR RED 49,000 MILES, AIR-CON, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, ELECTRIC MIRRORS, ALLOYS, LOW TAX & 

INS .£3495 

02 02 FORD MONDEO 1.8 LX 5DR, ONLY 51,000 MILES, SERVICE HISTORY + OLD MOTS, AIR-CON, ELECTRIC PACK, CD 

PLAYER, NEW TYRES TAXED FEB 2011 . £3295 

W 00 VOLKSAWAGEN POLO 1.4 S 3 DOOR SILVER, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, ELECTRIC WINDOWS & MIRRORS LOW TAX & 
INS, NEW CAMBELT. £2995 

P 96 MGF 1.81 CONVERTIBLE ONLY 62,000 MILES, METALLIC PURPLE, SERVICE HISTORY WITH BILLS & MOT’S ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, ALLOYS, . £2695 

T 99 TOYOTA STARLET 1.3 GLS AUTOMATIC 5 DOOR 89,000 MILES, FULL MAIN DEALER SERVICE HISTORY, POWERED 

STEERING, ELEC WINDOWS LOWTAX & INS . £2495 

X 00 TOYOTA AVENSIS GS 5 DOOR 1.8 ONLY 82,000 MILES, FULL TOYOTA HISTORY, SAT-NAV, ELECTRIC WINDOWS & 

MIRRORS, CLIMATE CONTROL, . £2495 

X 00 CITROEN SAXO 1.1 I DESIRE 5 DOOR ONLY 33,000 MILES, ONE OWNER, POWERED STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 
SUN-ROOF . £2495 


OTHERS 

54 04 NISSAN MICRA SVE 1.4 5 DOOR, SERVICE HISTORY, CLIMATE CONTROL, ALLOYS, ELECTRIC WINDOWS & MIRRORS, 

.£4995 

04 04 FORD FOCUS 3 DOOR 1.6 FLIGHT , 48,000 MILES, SERVICE HISTORY, AIR-CON, ALLOYS, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, LOW INS 

&TAX . £4295 

04 04 FORD MONDEO 1.8LX ESTATE, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, CLIMATE CONTROL, CRUISE CONTROL, CD, ELECTRIC PACK, 

STUNNING THROUGHOUT . £3995 

04 04 SKODA FAB IA 1.2 SILVERLINE 5 DOOR LOW MILEAGE, FULL SKODA HISTORY, ALLOYS , ELECTRIC WINDOWS, LOW 

TAX, LOW INSURANCE . £3995 

02 02 VOLKSWAGEN 1.4 POLO SE 75 AUTOMATIC 5 DOOR, SILVER, FULL SERVICE HISTORY, CLIMATE, ELECTRIC PACK, 
ALLOYS, LOW TAX & INS, . £3995 


R 97 TOYOTA PREVIA 8 SEATER GS ***MANUAL*** MPV, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, ELECTRIC MIRRORS, VERY GOOD CONDTION 
FOR ITS AGE . £1995 

L 94 HONDA DEL-SOL (CRX) UK CAR CONVERTIBLE METALIC BLUE, SERVICE HISTORY, ELECTRIC WINDOWS & MIRRORS, 
ALLOYS, PAS, STUNNING CONDITION INSIDE & OUT . £1795 

IN SOON 

Y 01 AUDI A2 1.4 SE 5DR 58,000 MILES FULL AUDI HISTORY, CLIMATE, ELECTRIC PACK, MOON-ROOF, ALLOYS, BOSE AUDI 
SYSTEM, LOW TAX & INS . IN SOON 

K 93 ISUZI TROOPER LWB 3.2 V6 MANUAL 4X4 SERVICES HISTORY . IN SOON 


All major credit cards accepted 





ALL CARS SUPPLIED WITH: 

SERVICE • MOT • PRE-DELIVERY INSPECTION 
• FULL VALET • SAFETY CHECK • WARRANTY 
• ‘MILLION CARE’ ON SELECTED VEHICLES 


VIEW OUR STOCK ONLINE WITH PHOTOS AT: 

www.snodhurstcarsales.co.uk 


SNODHURST SERVICE STATION 

A Family Owned & Managed Business • Competitive Prices - Quality Service 

Tel: 01634 682741 

Is your car still under manufacturer’s warranty? 

We can service your car at a fraction of main dealer prices without invalidating your warranty • Servicing and repairs of all makes 
and models • MOT testing • Air Conditioning, regassing and repair service • Cam-belts, clutches, brakes, exhausts, tyres etc 
FULL SERVICE FROM JUST £89.95 Includes parts, labour and VAT 
FULL SERVICE AND MOT FROM JUST £124.95 Including parts, labour and VAT 
AIR CON REGASSING FROM £49.95 PLEASE QUOTE ADI FOR THESE DEALS 
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PROPERTY NEWS 


Overpaying could 
save you a fortune 


Steve Osborne, 
The Mortgage 
Man, shares his 
kowledge with 
you in this new 
fortnightly 
column 




EVERYONE likes to save money, but 
not everyone takes the opportunity to 
save huge sums of money by taking 
advantage of low interest rates. 

If “every cloud has a silver lining”, 
then while low rates are clearly bad 
news for savers they really are great 
news for borrowers, many of whom may 
not have realised quite how good that 
news is. 

If you are one of those people who 
respond to falling mortgage costs simply 
by spending money on going out more 
often or booking a holiday, you are miss¬ 
ing the chance to save tens of thousands 
of pounds in the longer term. 

Smart borrowers have realised that 
not only can they enjoy reduced monthly 
outgoings in the short term, but they can 
also clear the mortgage faster and save a 
sizeable amount of interest by making 
overpayments. 

And I’m not talking about a few hun¬ 
dred pounds here. 

For many borrowers the rate payable 
now is much less than the rate they were 
quoted when the mortgage was taken 
out, so you could even argue that they 
are effectively paying off their mortgage 
faster at no extra cost. 

For an ‘average mortgage’ of, say, 
£100,000 at a rate of 6 per cent, an addi¬ 
tional payment of £100 per month will 
shorten your mortgage term by about six 
years and save you about £27,000. Yes, 
£27,000 - just for continuing to pay what 
you had already got used to paying 
before rates fell. 

I do not expect low rates to be around 
forever, so, like diets and other resolu¬ 
tions, the sooner you start the better. 

Different lenders have different rules 
about making overpayments, so it’s 
important to seek professional financial 
advice before proceeding. But please, 
don’t be put off. 

The path to big savings is fairly simple 
and trouble-free; you might even be able 
to move your mortgage to a lower rate 
and save even more than you thought. 


Lenders 'must take risks 
to kick-start the market' 

■ BY NICK AMES 

PROPERTY analysts say lenders must 
take more risks with their capital to 
boost the market. 

They say that too many are too cautious, as they do 
not want to see themselves losing out financially. 

Timothy Lambert, head of consulting at property 
investment consultancy Ducalian, explained that 
mortgage lenders were obliged to provide more loans, 
but were being very careful. 

“With a change of government likely within four 
months, lenders are also wary of fixed-rate mort¬ 
gages as interest rates can only go one way and infla¬ 
tion is starting to rise fast,” he said. 

Many people were also conscious of the possibility 
of a double-dip recession, Mr Lambert added, calling 
the mortgage-market picture “artificial” because of 
these factors. 

Mortgage-lending would recover in time, but only 
when confidence returned to lenders, he concluded. 

Figures from the Council of Mortgage Lenders 
show that gross lending fell to about £9.1 billion last 
month, a decline of almost a third on December’s 
level of £13.4 billion. 

The current trends in lending have also come 
under the microscope as experts seek to predict 
movements within the property market in the com¬ 
ing months. 

Property purchases are likely to be at a lower level 
in the first few months of 2010, following a boost in 
December when buyers move to take advantage of 
the stamp duty concession, said Bernard Clarke, 
spokesman for the Council of Mortgage Lenders. 

‘We are still in a market in which it is not as com¬ 
petitive as it was and those circumstances will only 
improve very slowly,” he said. 

Mr Clarke called for measures to address the short¬ 
age of mortgage funding, pointing out that recovery 
in the property market would be slow if the £300 bil¬ 
lion shortfall was not made up. 

More than half - 58 per cent - of mortgage brokers 
expect to see an increase in business in the first three 
months of this year, research from Paragon 
Mortgages has revealed. On average, they are pre¬ 
dicting a rise of 7.1 per cent. 



Fall in prices spark fears of double dip recession 


Steve Osborne - Director 
The Mortgage Company 
Ashford 



HOUSE prices dropped in March month on 
month from February for the first time on 
record. 

March has always marked the beginning of 
the spring increase in property values, but the 
Halifax and Nationwide Building Societies 
both reported a drop in house prices this 
month. 

“There are fears of a double-dip recession in 
the housing market, but LetAssured UK 
believes that February’s drop was fuelled by 


mortgage unavailability and the continuing 
cold weather which restricted activity,” said 
David Plaister, of LetAssured UK. 

“The weather conditions in January and 
February undoubtedly had a bearing on activ¬ 
ity,” said the chief economist at the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, Simon 
Rubinsohn. 

“Prices will go up over the next three to six 
months and then they might stabilise. 

“Interest rates may rise in the fourth quar¬ 


ter of this year. That could arrest the upward 
move in prices and begin to backtrack towards 
the end of 2010,” he added. 

“LetAssured is still advising its clients that 
there are realistic property prices for the 
shrewd buy-to-let investor who researches his 
properties and agent correctly. 

“Current asking prices linked to sensible 
mortgage products should stand investors in 
good stead and compensate for any future 
hikes in interest rates.” 


IF YOU ARE THINKING OF MOVING TAKE A LOOK AT SOME OF 
THE HOMES AND DEVELOPMENTS ACROSS KENT @ yourkenttv.co.uk 
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greyfoxprestige.co.uk 

GREYFOX 

prestige0greyfox.co.uk 

prestige 

Specialising in Prestige Homes throughout Kent 






New West Mailing branch now open! 

We are del ghted to announce that our new Greyfox Prestige West Mailing branch is now cperi 

If you are thinking about selling or letting your property and are looking for a boutiqup service with a 
bespoke approach, please give us a call to discuss your requirements. 

Mill Yard. Swan Street West Mailing. Kent ME 19 6LP 01732 617227 

_ ** A_ 


sales I lettings I mortgages I conveyancing I new homes I overseas 
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Geering&Colyer 

Moving you since 1910 


Maidstone 01622 759891 

maidstone@geeringandcolyer.com 



Barming £259,995 

Semi detached house situated in cul de sac location. Lounge/diner, fitted kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, 
gardens, garage & driveway. 


Tovil Green £225,000 

Three bedroom detached. En-suite shower room. Bathroom, two reception rooms fitted kitchen. C/heating 
& d/glazing. Garden. 


Maidstone Office 


01622 759891 Maidstone Office 


01622 759891 



Maidstone £89,950 


Grade II listed three bed end of terrace cottage.The 
accommodation is arranged over three floors and there is 
no forward chain. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Maidstone £125,000 

Two bedroom first floor retirement home. Fitted wardrobes 
and other benefits include double glazing. 


Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


Moving house 
now costs less 
with our 

HIP 

CASHBACK 

offer* 

Why wait to sell? 

Call your local branch for details 

*Terms & Conditions apply Q property widecouk 




Maidstone £120,000 


Three bed mid terraced home. Lounge/dining room, 
kitchen & utility/store room. C/heating & d/glazing. Garden. 


Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Coxheath Offers in excess of £130,000 


Two bed ground floor maisonette. Re-fitted kitchen & 
bathroom. Conservatory , c/heating , d/glazing , garden & 
off road parking. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Maidstone £140,000 

Two bedroom terrace house. C/heating & d/glazing. Off 
road parking. Viewing recommended. 



Maidstone Offers in excess of £165,000 

Three bed bungalow in cul-de-sac location. Two reception 
rooms, an enclosed central courtyard and a southerly 
aspect garden. 



Maidstone £175,000 

Two bedroom terrace house. Lounge, kitchen/diner, 
bathroom with under floor heating, utility room & cellar. 
Central heating & garden. 



Maidstone £195,000 

Mock Tudor semi detached house. Kitchen, cloakroom, 
lounge & conservatory. Three bedrooms & bathroom. 
C/heating & d/glazing. Garage, driveway & gardens. 


Maidstone Office 


01622 759891 


Maidstone Office 


01622 759891 Maidstone Office 


01622 759891 Maidstone Office 


01622 759891 


geeringancJcolyer com 


www.mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 


o 


OFT 


C n^/TtnxMJ. 


globrix. 


homes24 




FindaProperty.con 


Homes 


Home 

CCPi 


’roperty 


FindaNewHome.coi 
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IVI Hllll Countrywide 

Successfully Selling Since 1891 

Sales 

Part of Countrywide PLC - The largest Estate Agency group 



Bearsted 

• 4 bedroom detached property 

• Replacement UPVC DG 

• Conservatory 


£325,000 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Moving house 
now costs less ■ 
with our 

HIP 



CASHBACK 

offer* 

Why wait to sell? 

Call your local branch for details 


*Terms & Conditions apply 


Q property wide, 


l.co.uk 


rightmowe- 


f FindaP 


FindaProperty.com 


& 



Bearsted 

Imposing detached home 
4 bedrooms, dressing room to master 
Kitchen and utility room, conservatory 

£600,000 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Maidstone 

® Five bedroom detached bungalow 
• Off street parking, garage 
Situated on a popular road 

OIEO £275,000 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 




Weavering 

3 bedroom mid terrace house 
Refitted kitchen and bathroom 
Upvc double glazing 

£205,000 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Maidstone 

• 4 bedroom 1960’s mid terrace house 
Kitchen, lounge & conservatory/diner 
Separate wc. family bathroom 

£195,000 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Weavering 

• 2 bedroom terraced home 
© 2 double bedrooms, hall, lounge 
Refitted kitchen, cloakroom, bathroom 

£189,995 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Maidstone 

• 3 bedroom mid terrace home 
Double glazed, Gas central heating 
Kitchen, Garden 

£169,995 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Maidstone 

• Victorian terrace home 

• Lounge, dining room, kitchen 

2 bedrooms, bathroom, useful cellar 

£154,950 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Weavering 

• 2 bedroom cottage, Gas central heating 
*> Part double glazed, No chain 
© Ideal for local amenities 

OIEO £135,000 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Maidstone 

Two bedroom ground floor maisonette 

Entrance hall, lounge 

Kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom 

£123,500 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Maidstone 

® 2 bedroom purpose built first floor flat 
Lounge/diner, kitchen 
• Two bedrooms and a bathroom 

£85,000 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Successfully 
selling properties 
in the current 
market 

Considering 
selling your 
home? 


Local Offices 

Ashford 

01233 639934 

Canterbury 

01227 454125 

Grove Green 

01622 735513 

Maidstone 

01622 757213 

Sheerness 

01795 660255 

Sittingbourne 

01795 426961 

Willesborough 

01233 635737 



GOLD WINNER 

www. estates gentofth eyearjcom 



THE 

IffegotoatOT 

AWARDS 2009 

w | n m c R 


gtobrix 


homes24 


manncountrywide.co.uk 


mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 
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Ba i rstow eves 


Maidstone 01622 691554 

maidstone@bairstoweves.co.uk 


Countrywide 


Maidstone 



Two bedroom third floor flat with lift 
access. Fitted kitchen & bathroom. 
Dual aspect main lounge . 


Linton 



Character cottage. Sitting room, 
bathroom & kitchen. Cellar, Garden & 
parking to the front. 


Maidstone 



Property requires modernisation 
throughout. Three beds, bathroom, two 
receptions, kitchen & cellar. 


Eccles 



Three bed home. Open plan lounge/ 
diner, kitchen, bathroom. Driveway and 
garage plus lawned garden. 


Maidstone 



2 bedrooms, kitchen & bathroom. 
Lounge/dining room, double aspect 
dormer windows. 


Maidstone 



Offers in the region of £210,000 


Three bedroom semi detached house. 
Garage, driveway & gardens, two 
reception rooms & en suite. 


Maidstone 



Two bedroom house in cul de sac 
location. Parking to rear. Front & rear 
gardens. 


Maidstone 



Four bedroom family home. Two 
reception rooms, kitchen, bathroom, 
garage & hard standing to front. 


Maidstone 



Two bedroom first floor apartment. En- 
suite shower to master, fitted kitchen, 
bathroom. Gardens & parking. 


Penenden Heath 



1950's semi detached family home. 
Three beds, bathroom, lounge, dining 
room & kitchen. D/glazed windows. 


www.bairstoweves.co.uk 


www.mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 



www.connells.co.uk 

www.rightmove.co.uk 

Maidstone Branch 


CQMWU* 


ESTATE 

AGENCY 

YEAR 



Connells 



We Urgently Require More 
Properties For Waiting Buyers. 

If You Are Thinking Of Selling, 
Please Call Us On 01622 751034 
To Arrange A Free Market 
Valuation 


Maidstone 


£235,000 


Maidstone 


£229,995 


Platts Heath 


£294,950 


Sandling 


£495,000 



* Detached 3 Bed Family home 

* Cul De Sac location 

* Garage & Driveway 

* Conservatory 


• Stunning Two Double Bed House 
» Unique Gated Development 
» Under Cover Parking 
» Loose Conservation Area 


• 4 Bed Detached Family Home 
» Garage and Driveway 
» Utility Room 
» Village Location 


Maidstone 


Maidstone 


£ 120,000 


Maidstone 


£309,995 


Boughton Monchelsea 


£374,995 


Maidstone 


£239,995 



* 4 Bed Detached Chalet Bungalow 

* Fitted Kitchen / Dining Room 

* Galleried Landing 

* 21'4 Master Bedroom 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


» 3 Bed Victorian Mid Terrace 
» Many Character Features 
» Approx 60" Rear Garden 
» Downstairs Bathroom 


» Grade II Listed Apartment 
» Two Beds, Ensuite to Master 
» Central Town Location 
» Parking Option 


* 4 Bedroom Detached House 

* Garage & Driveway 

* D.G. & Gas Central Heating 

* Situated Off The Queens Road 


» 3/4 Bed Detached Bungalow 
» Sought After Location 
»Well Presented Throughout 
» Driveway and Parking 


» Three Bedrooms 
» Two Reception Rooms 
»Well Presented Throughout 
• D.G. and Gas Central Heating 


NOTICE OF OFFER 
Property address: 

Flat 18 Mountfield Court Grove Hill 
Road, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 
Kent, TNI 1SN. 

By order of the mortgagees in 
possession, we would advise that 
an offer has been made for the 
above property in the sum of 
£135,000. Any person wishing to 
increase on this offer should notify 
the agents of their best offer prior 
to exchange of contracts. Connells, 
5 Vale Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
TNI IBS Tel: 01892 547966 
tunbridgewells@connells.co.uk 



Tel: 0845 8732419 • maidstone@connells.co.uk 


www.connells.co.uk 
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Egerton Forstal 



i 3 Bedroom Detached Period Home 
i Completely Refurbished Within 
i En Suite "lo Master Bedroom 

Enquire West Mailing 


i Two Bedroom Cottage 
i Conservatory & Gardens 
i Cellar Room 

Enquire Headcorn 


i 3 Bedroom End Of Terrace 
i Driveway For 3/4 Cars 
i 50ft Rear Garden 

Enquire Larkfield 


i Three Bedroom Family Home 
i Extended To Ground Floor 
i Driveway Plus Garage 

Enquire Lenham 


i 3 Bedroom End Oflerrace Home 
i Spacious Living Accommodation 
i Easy Access To Village Centre 

Enquire West Mailing 


Larkfield 

01732 875706 

Lenham 

01622 850870 

Maidstone 

01622 691255 

Snodland 

01634 240966 

West Mailing 
01732 8441 I I 

Lettings Office 
01732 875777 



i Detached House 
i Four Bedrooms 
i Garage & Drive 

Enquire Snodland 


i DITTON 

i "Iwo/Three Bedrooms 

i Similar Properties Required 

Enquire Lettings 




■ Studio Apartment 

■ Additional Storage Room 

■ Close to Town Centre 

Enquire Maidstone 


£85,000-£ 100,000 


West Mailing 



i LARKFIELD 
i 4/5 Bedrooms 

i Similar Properties Required 

Enquire Lettings 



i Substantial 5 Bedroom Property 
i I /3 Acre Plot & Swimming Pool 
i Double Garage No Onward Chain 

Enquire West Mailing 


£420,000-£460,000 



i DITTON 
i 4 Bedrooms 

i Similar Properties Required 

Enquire Lettings 


Shh... 


DON'T TELL EVERYONE 

SIMPLY INSTRUCT US TO SELL 
YOUR HOME AND RECEIVE £250 


THAT'S RIGHT £250!! FOR YOU TO KEEP 
(or spend on a HIP). 

EVEN IF WE DON'T SELL YOUR HOME! 


ns and Conditions apply 


www.shhdonttelleveryone.co.uk 


www.simonmillerhomes.co.uk 
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Sutton Valence 


Detached 4 bedroom family house located along Chart Road on the west side of our popular village. 

Plot of approx. 0.5 acre with a covered heated pool and summerhouse with sauna. 

Integral double garage and single open garage and lot of parking on the driveway. 


0M 

- 

Madeleine Rose 


AGENTS for 


FINE COUNTRY HOMES 


& COTTAGES 


Contact our offices at Bower House. Sutton Valence 


01622 8 455 


View our extensive range of properties For Sale and To Let on our website 


www.madeleme-rose.com 


f nghtmoveTJ] 


£410,000 


* \ 'QM 


Bethersden 


Attached 4 bedroom converted stables originally dating from around 1780 and was converted in 1988. 

Generous accommodation of in excess of 2200 sq ft with 3 good sized reception rooms Detached double garage 
and parking. 


Rural Kingswood 


£995 pcm 


A recently refurbished detached bungalow in rural location with living/dining room, modern fitted kitchen, master 
bedroom en suite, two further double bedrooms and bathroom. Generous gardens with ample off road parking. 
Available early April. 


Rural Staplehurst 


£1,350 pcm 


Detached family home in rural Staplehurst with kitchen, utility, dining room, conservatory and living room. Two 
double bedrooms and two single bedrooms, bathroom and ground floor shower room. Good size garden. Available 
now. 
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Connells 



Mckenzie Court 


CONNELLS NEED PROPERTIES TO 
LET TO WAITING TENANTS 
WE URGENTLY NEED ONE AND 
2 BED FLATS/HOUSES IN TOWN 

CALL US NOW ON 01622 677315 
TO ARRANGE A FREE MARKET 
APPRAISAL 


£625pcm 

| Grecian Street 

£650pcm 

| Plains Avenue 

£425pcm 

| Lindisfarne Gardens | 


£650pcm 



* One bedroom apartment 

* 4th floor overlooking river 

* Large bathroom with shower 

* Undercover parking 


» 2 bed split level flat, garden 
» Parking for one car off road 
» Ensuite shower to master 
» Modern refurbishment 


» Annex for one person 
» Rent includes bills, not council tax 
» Parking for one car 
» Studio living with shower room 


* Lovely apartment on 2nd floor 

* 2 beds one with shower ensuite 

* large living room and kitchen 

* allocated parking for one car 


Dover Street 

£675pcm 


mm 

A 

V 

1 lT 1 

• 3 bed terrace, 3rd bed through 2nd 

• living room 


• kitchen/diner 


• downstairs bathroom with shower 


Kingfisher Meadow 


£675pcm 


Bonnington Road 


£750pcm 


Hope Street 


£675pcm 


Sandling Park 


£750pcm 


Harvest Ridge 


£850pcm 



» 2 bed apartment by River 
» master bedroom with ensuite 
» open plan living room 
» allocated parking for one car 


a it 

4 r« 


• 3 bed end of terrace house 

» rear garden, on road parking 
> large living room, modern kitchen 

• bedrooms with wardrobes 



»two bed terrace in great location 
» 2 bathrooms 

» Living room, big modern kitchen 
» Cellar, garden and shed 


» 2nd floor apartment 
»two beds master with fitted wardrobes 
» open plan living room 
» balcony and allocated parking 


* 3 bedroom house in cul de sac 

* garage and parking for 2 cars 

* large kitchen, sep. dining room 

* Storage in main bedroom 


Tel: 0845 8732419 • maidstonelet@connells.co.uk 


www.connells.co.uk 



Lookinq for a new pad? 

zf ^ r 


Search and find 1000s of Kent homes online 


What houses have been 
sold in the area 


I ab j Look for what schools 
are in the area 


© 


Look for transport 
links in the area 

Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a new home in the County 
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Oakleigh Close, Walderslade £995pcm 

4 bedroom detached, garage, 
double glazing and en-suite to main 
bedroom. 



Scotne 

2 bedr 
Doubk 
suite. 




LANDLORDS 

We are OFFERING 
8% for our 
management 
SERVICE 

CALL 01622 203217 
To find out more 

enquiries@centurylettings.co.uk 



i I j ■n 

B 

r 

LiJ 

The Sovereigns, Barming £695pcm 

Two bedroom apartment , Storage 
heating, DG, Parking, close to 
Maidstone hospital. 

Ordnance Street, Chatham £650pcm 

2 bedroom refurbished terrace, gas 
central heating, town centre 
location. 

1 Ingram Close, Larkfield £750pcm 

1 2 bedroom river front apartment, 

1 Double glazing and parking. 



Roland House, Maidstone £625pcm 

2 bedroom apartment, double 
glazing and parking. 


Lower Stone Street, Maidstone £600pcm 

2 bedroom apartment, gas central 
heating, parking and fully 
refurbished. 


Esplanade Rochester £695pcm 

2 bedroom modern apartment, gas 
central heating, double glazing and 
river views from the balcony. 


Tel: 01622 203 217 39 Lower Stone Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6LH 
www.centurylettings.co.uk enquiries@centurylettings.co.uk 


r# rightmover 
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jobsf@rmaidstone.co.uk 
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TO ADVERTISE: ©email US appointments@kosmedia.co.uk |p TELEPHONE US ON: 01303 817040 FAX US ON: 01303 817004 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA 
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT 
ART AND DESIGN 
CATERING, HOSPITALITY 
CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE 
DOMESTIC 

EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL 
ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES 
ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY 


GRADUATE, TRAINEES 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE 

HR, RECRUITMENT 

INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY 

IT, INTERNET, TELECOMS 

INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE 

LEGAL 

LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS 
MARKETING, ADVERTISING 


MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 
NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 

nursing,medicine,carework Seilj0 r & General Appointments 42-44 

PRINT, PACKAGING, DISTRIBUTION 
PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 
PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 
RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 
SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 

RESEARCH 

TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 


DATA MANAGER 

Grade: Cl - Salary: £16,830 - £22,221 per annum 

Hours: 37 hours per week - 8.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. Monday to Friday, 36 

minute lunch break 

Location: Strood Academy, Carnation Road, Rochester, Kent, ME2 2SX 

Tel: 01634 717121 

e-mail: info@stroodacademy.org 

We are looking to appoint as soon as possible a Data Manager to create oversee and 
develop the Academy’s use of data to help drive Academy improvement. You will have 
excellent communication, numerical and organisational skills. You will also have a strong 
working knowledge of a range of ICT software including Microsoft Office, SIMS and in 
particular Excel. 

Offer of appointment is subject to a satisfactory Enhanced Criminal 
Records Bureau Disclosure. 

To apply, visit www.stroodacademy.org and download an application 
form and job description and find out further information about us. 

Closing Date: 9th April 2010 
Interviews: w/c 19th April 2010 



To advertise in this section 

Q 01303 817040 



Psychological Therapist 

£21,519 - £27,849 PRO RATA, PER ANNUM 

ESSENTIAL CAR USER ALLOWANCE OF UP TO £1,170 PRO RATA, PER ANNUM 

PART TIME, 25 HOURS PER WEEK • EVENINGS MAY BE REQUIRED 

BASED IN FAVERSHAM, WORKING ACROSS CANTERBURY & COASTAL DISTRICT 

KCA (UK) provides a wide range of high quality, innovative primary care 
mental health services, including Improving Access to Psychological Therapies 
(IAPT), part of our Psychological Therapy Providers (PTP) service. We offer a 
strong departmental framework with regular clinical supervision, line 
management, monthly team meetings and effective administration. 

We require an experienced psychological therapist to work with adult clients 
in our well established service providing short term therapy within GP 
practices. The number of sessions and available working days will be 
negotiated to meet the needs of the contracted service. 

You should be qualified to a minimum of diploma level. Knowledge and skills 
in cognitive behavioural therapy, EMDR, interpersonal therapy and couple 
work are highly desirable and you should be eligible for either BACR/BABCP 
accreditation or UKCP registration. If you are currently employed by the NHS 
we will arrange for you to remain in the NHS pension scheme. 

For an informal discussion of the above post please contact Lesley Rogers, 
Clinical Manager on 01795 590212 (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday). 

An application form and job description can be downloaded from 
www.kca.org.uk or call 01795 590635. Please quote reference number 644. 

Closing date: 16 April 2010. Interview date: 30 April 2010 in Faversham. 


KCA (UK) is committed to the principles of equality of opportunity for all. 
Charity No: 292824 



JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find 
a job in the County 


Black Tie Foods Ltd 
Sales People 

required 
No experience 
necessary. 

Full training and 
vehicle provided. 

Call 01732 760484 


inkFiDDi hi 

Ripples 


BATHROOM DESIGNER & TRAINEE BATHROOM DESIGNER 

Our showroom in Tunbridge Wells requires showroom based innovative, yet practical 
design/sales consultants. 

You will: Help customers explore their needs, stimulate their imagination and 
create bathrooms that meet their every expectation. 

You need: To be a good communicator. 

To have excellent drawing skills. 

To work under pressure and unsupervised. 

To attend site visits. 

To work flexibly. 

To have a current driving licence. 

We offer: A good salary package plus commission 

Extensive training and an opportunity to excel at the highest level in bathroom design. 

Applications in writing marked Private & Confidential to: 

Colin Payne, Ripples, 12 Union Square, Eridge Road, Tunbridge Wells TN4 8HE 
cpayne@ripples.ltd.uk www.ripples.ltd.uk 


O 
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LANGUAGE 


Gravesend Grammar School for Girls 

A Specialist Science and Language College 

Pelham Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 OJE 
Telephone: 01474 352896 Fax: 01474 331195 Website:www.ggsg.org.uk 
email: enquiries@ggsg.org.uk 

TEACHER OF ENGLISH 
(Maternity Cover) 

Required from June 2010, Main Professional Grade 

We are seeking to appoint an enthusiastic and committed English teacher to 
cover maternity leave from 7th June to December 2010. The job provides an 
excellent opportunity for an ambitious teacher who is able to demonstrate a 
positive and creative approach in the classroom and contribute to the ongoing 
success of the English Faculty. The ideal candidate will be able to teach English 
to Key Stage 3,4 and 5, although it may be possible to adjust the timetable to suit 
individual strengths and experiences. The ability to teach Media Studies A’ Level 
would be an advantage, although not essential. 

The School has a high profile for achievement locally and nationally and prides 
itself on a strong record of internal professional development including a full 
induction in the Summer term. 

The School is also an Investor in People and an Investor in Careers. 

We have been a Specialist Science College since September 2004 and a Specialist 
Language College since April 2009. 

Application forms and further details are available from the Headteacher’s 
Personal Assistant, Mrs M Tong Ralphs. 

Completed forms should be returned 
by Monday 29th March 2010 to Mrs Wilson, Headteacher. 

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

www.ggsg.org.iik 
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Charing Healthcare 

are looking to recruit 

Senior Healthcare Assistants 

for Hillbeck Care Home in Maidstone. 

Full and part time positions available for both 
day and night shifts. Must have experience of 
working in an EMI home. 

Post subject to enhanced CRB disclosure. 

For further details and an informal discussion please 
call Carol Rumbold on 01622 737847 


Coach Body and Paint Repairs Technician 

Due to pending retirement we are looking for a permanent, full time 
technician to join our busy Engineering Department. The ideal 
candidate will be reliable, self motivated and flexible. 

You must be experienced in- 

• Body repairs (filling/ reshaping etc.) 

• Panel work 

• Paint refinishing (able to apply 2 pack paints) 

• Welding 

• Steel repairs/ fabrication 

Salary dependant on level of experience. 

Please email your cv to sarah.hackett@thekingsferry.co.uk 
or post to The Travel Centre, a . 

Gillingham, Kent. ME8 6HW Pfr KlhKA rLRKY 


FIELD SERVICE ENGINEER 

Versatile Field Service Engineer required for a 
small company based in Sevenoaks. 
Duties to include the Service and Calibration of 
Laboratory Equipment. 

This is an interesting as well as very responsible 
position. The ideal candidate would need to be 
flexible, forward thinking and organised. 
Electro-mechanical and 
refrigeration experience essential. 

Must be prepared to travel throughout UK 
To apply please telephone 

01732 743901 


Nursery 
Vacancies 


. 

HORS 

v 


Dawn to Dusk Day Nursery Swanley Ltd a well 
established private company and also operating an Out of 
School Club with a further branch in Maidstone, have the 
following vacancies. 

Level II Nursery Nurse 

We are looking for someone with a positive attitude who can 
work well as part of a team. Full support for training towards 
level III, will be given - 40hrs a week. 

After School Club Assistant - P/t 
This position is to work in our Duskies Schools Out Club. 
Appropriate experience is required, a play work certificate 
preferred but not essential as training can be given. This is a 
part time position, Monday - Friday - Hours to be agreed. 


To arrange an interview 
please telephone Janice Elliott on 

01322 660330 
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Young Persons' Substance Misuse Worker 
'Changes' Dual Diagnosis Project 

£21.519 - £27,$49 * 37 HOURS PER WEEK 

BASED IN GRAVESEND, COVERS DARTFORD AND GRAVESEND AREAS. 

FIXED TERM UNTIL 31 MARCH 2011 

KCA (UK) is an expanding and vibrant organisation providing a wide range of high 
quality and innovative sp&cialiat i&rvices in the drug, alcohol and mental health 
sectors. KCA Young Persons' Dfug and Alcohol Service provides specialist drug 
arid alcohol interventions few young people aged 10 i$. their parent^/carers 

and other agencies. 

Already established in East Kent, this project is expanding into West Kent supporting 
young offenders who pre$*nT with both substance misuse and mental health 
concerns. The project wilt be delivered in collaboration with the local Youth 
Offending leam and Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services. 

We require an experienced practitioner to offer intensive packages of community 
support to- young people and their families/carers. The emphasis is or multi-agency 
intervention and delivering creative Care padres which meet identified ne-eds. 

You must have significant experience of working with young people with complex 
needs including substance misuse issues, Relevant professional training is essential, 
Should you wish to discuss this role informally please contact Sarah Mill? on Q1795 S906&. 
Previous applicants need not apply. 

Application forms and fob descriptions can be down loaded from 
w ww.kca.ofg.ulc: or call 01795 590635. Please quote teference 637, 

dosing date: 6 April 2010. 

KCA (UKf is committed to the principles- of equality of opportunity for all and welcomes; 
applications from people with experience of substance use or who have had previous 
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IPS INTERNATIONAL Ltd 

QUALITY AND SYSTEMS IMPROVEMENT MANAGER 

IPS International is a successful and expanding training business 
based in Rochester. We train in the fields of Engineering and 
Manufacturing, Social Care, Management and Business Services. 
Funded training is provided for apprentices and adults together with 
commercial training in all areas of the business. 


This new role involves the development and co-ordination of quality 
and systems improvement throughout the business and the 
introduction of performance measures to meet the requirements of 
Government funding, Ofsted and the marketplace. 

initially the role will include; 

* Reviewing and updating existing policies and procedures. 

* Developing new policies and procedures. 

* Conducting internal audits, 

* Co-ordinating the production of Self Assessment Reports. 

* Wetworking with other training providers on quality issues. 

* Co-ordinating the development of Safeguarding policies. 

* Communicating with, and training, IPS staff and associates. 


The successful applicant will work closely with the Senior 
Management Team to further develop the necessary quality 
expertise and will he capable of drafting accurate and precise 
documents and working collaboratively. Good IT skills will be 
required as will self motivation and the ability to maintain accurate 
and timely records. 

To apply, please provide a CV pius accompanying letter explaining 
your suitability for the role to Michael Henderson at the address 
below by the closing date of 14th April 2010. 

IPS is aft equal oppoiiwttfes mptoftr; ure mfcom applicants from all seem of the 
comm r% inching minority groups, ddd me are committed to 
safeguarding young people and vulnerable adults 


IPS International Ltd 
Sir Thomas Langley Road 
Medway City Estate, Rochester 
Kent, ME2 4DU 

E: theoffice@l PS-1ntemational. co m 


* \p 




it will never be just another job 


mech is 3 charity committed to designing and delivering services to adglt& wilh 
learning disabilities and mental health needs. It's people like you who empower 
each individual by giving them more independence and continue to be part of 
society 


Mental Health Employment and Vocational Team Leader Ref: 689,'E 

£22. 344-E25.589 Grave&e ntf 


This is an exciting opportunity to lead a team of staff and sendee use*& to 
operate a quality Employment and Vocational Service, The Team Leader win 
rramlor (he quality of the service provided, undertaking formal and informal 
evaluations and making recommendations tor development, as well as 
ensuring contract and organisational goats ate met. The successful applicant 
wilt be able to demonstrate a cormnilment to supporting individuate, with 
mental health issues, to identify and achieve their paid employ menl aspirations. 


How to apply.... 


Closing date Glh April 2010. For further information or to apply online visit 
www.mcoh.co.uk o-r email us al jobs@mcch.co.uk alternatively call our 
recruitment line on 0345 &QD IS52. Please quale ref. We also have large type/ 
Braille varsions available on request. Alt appointments 
are subject to a Criminal t^fl r\ 

Records Disclosure, *$&/ U * * UsSfiU 


Is this the job 
for you? 

ACH is a fast-grawi rig 
organisation, 
developing new, high- 
quality residential 
homes for adults with 
Learning Disabilities. 
Due to our continued 
growth we now require 
the following staff to 
complement our team 
at out hemes in 


BOBBING AND 
STROOD 


www.achuk.cam 



BOBBING 

SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS 

Salary from £ 15,250 

SUPPORT WORKERS 

Salary foam £13,250 

NIGHT SUPPORT WORKERS 

Salary from £13,250 
S TROOD 

SENIOR SUPPORT WORKERS 

SaLaryfrom £15,250 

Fcr an application pack please visit eur website at 
www.achuk.cem 

Alternatively e-mail lotftetbWTOWS®schuk4a« 
or contact Human Resources on 0208 502 8849. 



JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 


] 



Can you help us to provide 
high quality care to adults in 
and am kind itwtr own homes? 


Have you 
thought 
about a 
new and 
rewarding 
career? 


Al Seasons is locAtng for carers 
in your aiea Experience 
desirable hul no* essential a* 
free Irainir^ alvvays provided 
Own ban sport preferable 

You must be me 10 worn eiher 
early mornings or evenings and 
some weekends. 

Call today on ( , 
01227 265899 



Top raise by Inspaclorf 



You Missed It!!! 

6 weeks ago we advertised probably the 
B5ST job aver. 

The lucky candidates are now making hn excess 
of £700+ pw ote. We now need 5 more. 

If you nave a car and phone, call for more info - 

0800 840 1289 

No experience necessary as full training can 
be provided. 


ABC 


ELECTRICALLY BIASED 
SITE SUPERVISOR 

required by a Nationally based Specialist Company 
working within the Medical Pre-Installation field. 
Negotiated Package. 

Computer experience essential 
Must be witling to work away from home. 
E-mailed C.V. applications only to 
emill er&a ve nu ob u II ding. co.u k 

no agencies, nc telephone calls 


SpurshatK of Kent Ltd 

Mercedes-Benz Van &. Truck Dealers 

Two positions have arisen for a Trainee 
Service Advisor at our Dartfqrd depot and 
a Service Advisor at our Tunbridge Wells 
depot. 

Your role will be to guide our customers 
through the service process from initial 
booking to the return of their commercial 
vehicle. You will have excellent customer 
facing skills gained in a similar role, an 
excellent telephone manner, high standards 
of personal appearance, IT keyboard 
skills and a full clean driving license. 

Please apply in writing, including your 
curriculum vitae or by email to Donna 
Berliaque, Assistant to Service Managers, 
Spaishatts of Kent Ltd, 

Unit 10 Euro link Industrial Estate, 

Sittingboume, Kent ME1Q 3RN. 

Email: donna, berllaque^mercedes .co.uk 

® Rcni 
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The Westlands School 



WITH EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION 

Graduate Trainee - 
Leisure and Tourism 

We have a vacancy for a graduate who 
would like to undertake school-based 
teacher training whilst receiving financial 
support, Professional help is given to 
successful applicants to enable them to 
begin teaching classes at the earliest 
appropriate opportunity. Applications are 
invited from graduates who are interested in 
teaching Leisure and Tourism. 

The Westlands School has an excellent 
reputation for high quality training within a 
friendly and supportive environment. This is 
an excellent opportunity to acquire practical 
teaching experience under the guidance of 
highly skilled and dedicated professionals. 

You are welcome to contact the school for a 
preliminary discussion if desired. 
Recruitment packs are available from the 
school. Please note, we cannot accept CV$ 
without an application form, 

Closing date, Friday, 16 April 2010 

The We$tlands School Is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects ail staff 
and volunteers to share this commitment „ TTtj's 
post is subject to an enhanced CRB check 


Westlands Avenue. Sittingboume. 
Kent ME 10 1PF 
www.westlgntfR.kerit.sch .uk 
Email: awaSS'weaSlands.kenl.sch.uk 
Tel: Q1 795 477475 Fas: 01795 479461 
Email: swaStwEsSlands.kfin'LsGh.uk 
Haajdl&acher: J Whitctknbe MA 
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44 yourmaidstone.co.uk 

it will never be just another job 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


mcch is a charitable organisation committed to designing and delivering housing and support 
services, based on the unique qualities of each individual, to people with learning disabilities, 
autism or mental health needs. 

In order to support our growing business we are seeking to appoint two qualified accountants as part 
of an enthusiastic and motivated team in addition to a Finance Officer. 


/ 


Be the first in 


Financial Accountant 

Ref: 691/E 

£33,000 

Maidstone 


Working as part of a very busy Accounts team, you will be responsible for five staff in the payments 
and cashier sections of the department. You will manage the Group’s supplies, services and 
cashiering functions, ensuring that financial records are continually accurate. You will ensure that 
appropriate control procedures are in place for cash handling and review compliance of these. 

With specific responsibility for preparing the statutory accounts for subsidiary companies you will 
assist with the production of the group statutory accounts and hence have a sound knowledge of 
Accounting Standards. Good verbal and written communication skills are essential. 


line to receive 
the latest top 


Capital Accountant 

Ref: 692/E 

£33,000 

Maidstone 


Working within the Accounts Department, you will control all property and other capital accounting 
transactions, manage day to day cash flow and ensure correct accounting of interest and other loan 
payments. You will be responsible for producing monthly cash flow forecast reports and other key 
management information quickly and accurately to enable effective management decision making. 


Kent jobs 


You will take a proactive part in the financial appraisal of new business including costs modelling for 
tenders, assessing and reporting on the impact on the budget and financial business plan. Good 
verbal and written communication skills are essential, as you will need to communicate with internal 
and external staff members and other agencies. 


mcch also have a Finance Officer role based in Maidstone at £16,607, if you require further 
information on the post please contact us. Ref: 699/E 


Howto apply. 


For an application form and job description email jobs@mcch.co.uk or apply on line at www.mcch.co.uk 
alternatively call our recruitment line on 0845 600 1552. Please quote ref. , 

We also have large type/Braille versions available on request. All # py 

appointments are subject to a Criminal I I I I 

sss ... ~~ 


Records Disclosure. 


& G S- 


learning disability > mental health > autism 


THAMESYIEW SCHOOL with Business & Enterprise Status 

Thong Lane, Gravesend, Kent, DA12 4LF 
Headteacher: Miss R. Hughes B.Ed Hons 
Tel: 01474 566552 Fax: 01474 537405 
email: school@thamesview.kent.sch.uk 
Website: http://www.thamesview.kent.sch.uk 


Inclusion Manager 

Required for April 2010 

37 hour per week (full time) 

40 weeks per year (term time plus 2 weeks) 

KCC Salary Scheme 7 (points 20-24) £20,262 to £23,053 pa 
Pro rata to £17,486.10 - £19,894.73 pa 
Lunch duty assistance 30 mins per day 
Meetings as and when required after school 

We wish to appoint an experienced and dedicated member of staff to the new permanent position of Inclusion 
Manager as part of the Beehive, Learning Support staff structure. You will be the key administrative, well-fare and 
progress development support for students with Social Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties (SEBD), line managing 
a SEBD LSA and be directly line managed by our Assistant Headteacher for Inclusion. The successful applicant must: 

• Have strong interpersonal skills and demonstrate a high level of emotional intelligence to communicate 
effectively in sometimes challenging situations; 

• be able to liaise and communicate confidently with outside agencies, parents, staff and students; 

• be confident to work independently and multi-task; 

• have a cheerful disposition, positive outlook, show confidence and contribute ideas to 
work within a team 

• Be a creative worker to proactively develop strategies to support SEBD students; 

• lead and manage all aspects of monitoring progress using data effectively and implement strategies to ensure 
achievement of identified SEBD students; 

• be a positive role model supporting students with SEBD issues; 

• be highly organised and able to manage your time well, when juggling a range of tasks. 

After 4 years of innovative improvement, Thamesview has now been awarded ‘Good’ (2) by Ofsted 
(in February 2009) for our ‘Overall Effectiveness’. 

All staff will be given a laptop in the new school, and we have a generous CPD commitment to support staff improving 
their skills across a range of aspects. 

We are in the current wave of Building Schools for the Future (BSF), so have a brand new school due to open in July 
2010 with incredible facilities for indoor and outdoor learning. A purpose built inclusion area is currently being 
designed to replace our existing Beehive Unit. 

CV’s without an application form will not be accepted. You will be expected to submit a letter outlining your reasons 
for wanting this position with your application, together with evidence of how you have developed your own skills in 
readiness for this position. We are looking for the right person in this role, so if you think that you have the skills or 
the potential to put your stamp on this important role in the Inclusion structure then we want you to apply. 

If you think this sounds exciting, please telephone: ext 208 or email k.allen@thamesview.kent.sch.uk for further 
information. Details are also available on our web site: www.thamesview.kent.sch.uk 

Closing Date: 20th April 2010 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of students. 

Appointment to this post will require an Enhanced Disclosure via the Criminal Records Bureau. 

Thamesview School operates a non-smoking policy 




Register your details and we'll 
email you daily with new jobs 
that match your selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find 
a job in the County 

POWERED BY K0S MEDIA 




















yourlocal professionals 


Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory find out more about us and our products and services online 


TO ADVERTISE © Email us at 


classifiecK9kosmedia.co.uk 


Telephone us on 01303 817000 @ Faxuson 01303 817001 


ADVERTISING 


CARPENTRY/JOINERY 


DOMESTIC SERVICES 


MOTORING /SERVICES 




Your next customer 
could be reading 
about your 

If 


business 

NOW! 


Advertise today 

Call Anthony on 01303 817115 


SPECIALIST IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

INCLUDING 

• HARD WOOD FLOORING • 

• DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL REFURBISHMENTS • 
• SHOP FITTING • KITCHENS • WORKTOPS • 

• DOORS & LOCKS • 

AMO interiors 

tel/fax 01795 597 752 
mob 07919 578460 
email amcinteriors@hotmail.co.uk 



DYSON 

REPAIR SERVICE 
DOOR TO DOOR 

• LOCAL ENGINEER 

• FREE COLLECTION/DELIVERY 

• 12 MONTH WARRANTY 

• ALL LEADING MAKES 

CALL ANDY JOHN 

07731 398983 

www.andyjohn.vpweb.co.uk 


“ADVANCED 
l Jl . K CAR DIAGNOSTIC 
FAULT FINDING” 

ALL ASPECTS OF VEHICLE ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Engine management lights + ABS + Airbag + Service Lights 
+ Air Con + ECU repairs + Radio Codes + Blown Fuses 

+ Wiring Loom + Key Fobs Repairs 

+ Electric Windows + Central Locking + Heater Blowers + Heated Rear 
Screens + MOT Emission Refusal + Immobiliser Faults 
+ Diesel Injector Testing + Code Reading + Alternators 
+ Batteries + Starter Motors + Lambda Sensors + Coil Packs 
+ Mass Airflow Sensors + T HEADLAMP BULBS + KEY PROGRAMMING AND 
BC SENSORS, DASHBOARD REPAIRS 

ENGINE SERVICING + FULL SEVICING 

01634 238777 Call Mick 07801 429527 
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8BJ H 








AERIAL SERVICES 


DECORATING 

ESTATE AGENTS & SERVICES 

PLANT & TOOL HIRE 






YOIIR LOCAL AI.RIAI HAY 


• TV Aerial installations 
• Freesat Satellite installations 
» DAB & Stereo FM radio aerials installed 
• Satellite & TV aerial maintenance 
* Extra points for TVs & Satellite systems 

h 

f ■ L r All work guaranteed with a personal service 
' Estimates and good advice given freely 

07860 645648 

Established 1972 


' IJ 

m 


K.B. DECORATORS 

Helping create beautiful homes 
since 1987 

An honest and professional service 
at a very reasonable rate. 

Telephone:- 01732 321130^5 
Mobile:- 07810 860536 

Email:- kevinbrindley@btinternet.com 


Home Information Packs 

Energy ^Performance Certificates 
FlooijBlansi&^Bro pertv Information 

■ YourNrgLtd 

www.youmrg.co.uk info@yo urr^ glco.u^| 
tel: 01303 773252 mob: 07941 005600 

■ ■■H ■ 

YourNrg Ltd is accredited and regulated by 
The Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors 


PLANT & TOOL HIM 

WHEN YOU NEED IT FAST 

Widest range in stock for hire or sale 
Your local company 
where service counts 
Free Local Delivery 

Trade & DIY Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30 Sat 7:30-12:00 


Maidstone 
01622 320039 






BUILDING SERVICES 

DIY & TRADE SERVICE 

FENCING 

REMOVALS/STORAGE 


CWD BUILDERS 

Your building projects 



in safe hands 

Plumbing • Electrics • Carpentry 
Plastering • Rendering 
Damp-proofing • Decorating 
Roofing • Fascias & Soffits 
Drainage & Groundworks 
Extensions • Renovations 
New Builds • Garden Design 

For a complete and professional service 
with flair, imagination and experience, 
call today for a FREE ESTIMATE on 

07980 062694 or 01303 872505 


CWD Building Services 

Providing a complete build service 
to make your dreams a reality 


SoufhBast 
Plait" $ 



Boxley Timber m 

& Fencing Supplies Ltd. 

• Quality Sheds & Workshops 
» Sleepers & Decking • Gates & Trellis Made To Size 
• All Types Of Fencing • Collection/Delivery 

01622 753 953 

www.boxleytimber.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
OFFERING FRIENDLY 
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 


BOXLEY SAWMILL, 
PILGRIMS WAY, BOXLEY 
NR MAIDSTONE, KENT 
ME14 3EB 


!?*!n dewalt 


mh, mi ih mu 


^ I 


No job too small. n 

DSS Welcome. 24 hour service. f 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



GARDENING 


TELEPHONES/MOBILE 


HOMECARE 

LANDSCAPES 

SPECIALIST IN 
Drives, Patios, Paths 
Decking, Fencing,Turfing 
Hedge cutting, Pruning 
All Garden services 
Call now for a FREE quote 

01634 682776 07977 807467 
www.homecarelandscapes.co.uk 



TELEPHONE WIRING 

► New extensions fitted 

► Old wiring repaired or renewed 

► Broadband connection problems 
resolved 

Call Dave (ex-BT Engineer) 
Tel: 01622 850075 
Mob: 07708 876423 



ONLINE TV 


online TV as it happens 


Watch Vie latest web IV sport news and action kentnews.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 



















































































































Picture IGOR KUPCO 


46 yourmaidstone.co.uk 




DEFEAT: Aylesford Bulls remain rooted to the bottom 
of London 1 South after another home defeat 


Bulls fail to halt 
Wells onslaught 

Aylesford Bulls 12 Tunbridge Wells 39 

A DISASTROUS first half ended any 
hopes of a rare victory for Aylesford 
Bulls, who look destined to finish bottom 
of London 1 South. 

The Bulls made a slow start to the 
game, which proved costly as they 
slumped to 25-0 early in the first half, 
after barely touching the ball. 

Tunbridge Wells’ back line were on a 
mission, attacking from anywhere on the 
park and cutting the sleepy Bulls 
defence to ribbons. 

Wells scored three tries, two of which 
were converted, plus two penalties, to 
wrap up the game after just 22 minutes. 

A cricket score looked to be on the 
cards, but after being stunned into life 
Bulls shut Tunbridge Wells out for the 
remainder of the half. 

The second half saw a vastly improved 
showing from Aylesford and they came 
close to cutting the deficit on two occa¬ 
sions, but they failed to use their overlap 
on the wing. 

The missed opportunities were damag¬ 
ing, as Wells extended their lead with a 
fourth try. 

Aylesford attacked straight from the 
restart and were rewarded, when Ledua 
Jope drove over the line on 65 minutes. 
Luke Cherrington added the conversion. 

As the game entered the final minutes, 
Wells wrapped up the victory with an 
unconverted try. The Bulls continued to 
push forward and ended the game with a 
try from Dan Henderson. 

Bulls travel to play-off chasing Sidcup 
next Saturday for their final game of the 
London 1 South season. 


PLEASE SEND YOUR 
SPORTS STORIES * 
TO SPORTS EDITOR ' 

glenn.pearson@)l€osmedia.co.ul€ 

___ 



SPIRITED DISPLAY: Maidstone battled hard in the second half but a nightmare start to the game put paid to any hopes they had of winning their final home game of the season 

A season relegated Maidstone 
will want to forget in a hurry 


THE end of the season cannot 
come soon enough for relegated 
Maidstone, as they were comfort¬ 
ably beaten in their final London 1 
South home game of a disappoint¬ 
ing campaign. 

Last week’s 66-7 defeat at Thanet Wanderers 
took its toll, with five players missing 
Saturday’s game through injury. The injured 
list included captain Mark Ryan, so fly-half 
Mike Molloy was given the captaincy. 

The first half for Maidstone was one of contin¬ 
uous defence, as the Colfes’ pack dominated play, 
using their size and strength to make ground. 

It took the visitors just ten minutes to get on 
the scoreboard, when their second row scored a 


BY 


■ BY TOM HOWARD 


Maidstone 12 Old Colfeians 50 

try from a rolling maul. Three more tries in the 
half, with the last just before half-time saw the 
score rise to 31-0 at the break. 

The second half started with a double send¬ 
ing off, as both hookers received their marching 
orders. 

An alleged trip by Nick East awarded Colfes’ 
a penalty and their catch and drive routine 
secured another try to extend their lead. 

Maidstone regrouped and finally opened the 
scoring following a move from a five metre 
scrum. Number eight Josh Pankhurst fed the 


ball to prop Sam Bailey and he crashed over 
under the posts. Molloy added the extras. 

A yellow card for second row Andy Bacon 
tipped the balance back in Colfeians’ favour and 
they took full advantage by scoring another try. 

However, once Maidstone were restored to a 
full complement of players, they were next to 
cross the line. Pankhurst burst through the vis¬ 
itors’ defence to score in the comer. 

Maidstone thought they had scored a third 
try shortly after, but it was mled out for a for¬ 
ward pass by the referee. 

Old Colfeians dominated the final minutes 
and scored a try late on to condemn Maidstone 
to a heavy defeat. 

Maidstone, who face the challenge of London 
2 South East mgby next season, will play their 
final game in London 1 South next Saturday 
with a trip to Old Elthamians. 


www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk 


AutoPlanet Kent’s only used car Supermarket 




Cash Price £7,999 

SIS"* £9,409.64 

36 monthly pQQ /li 
payments 

Deposit £2,899 

£1,410.64 

Excess mileage AAa 

charge per mile 

payment £2,931.88 

Mileage per £ r\r\r\ 

annum D,UUU 

11.9% APR 


£195 Credit Facility Fee is included. A A £95 Completion Fee is included in the Final Payment. 



^AutoPlanet 


AutoPlanet Maidstone 
Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY 


0845 871 7104 

www.kentcarsupermarket.co.uk 


AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 





•Waters AutoPlanet are licensed credit brokers and are authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Finance is subject to status, guarantees/indemnities may be required. Cars shown for illustrative purposes only. All prices correct at time of going to press. Written quotations on request, subject to status, applicants must be over 18. Selected vehicles within ARG Ltd 
group stock are cheaper than Parker's franchise retail price for a nearest mileage and specification match. Offer ends 28th February 2010. 
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Stones architects of their 

own downfal once again 




■ BY TOM HOWARD 


Maidstone United 2 

Peacock 55, Lyall 77 

Wealdstone 3 

Ashe 2, Martin 62, Ngoyi 84 



MAIDSTONE United moved clos¬ 
er to the Ryman Premier League 
relegation zone after suffering a 
last gasp 3-2 home defeat against 
Wealdstone. 

Following a poor first half, Maidstone battled 
and twice found equalising goals in the second 
half thanks to James Peacock and Rob Lyall. 

However, the game was decided in the final 
ten minutes, when substitute Greg Ngoyi 
scored from close range to condemn Maidstone 
to a defeat. 

Disappointed Stones boss, Peter Nott, said: 
“This one is particularly disappointing 
because we kept clawing ourselves back into 
the game and then threw it away. We’ve beat¬ 
en ourselves. There was wrong decision-mak¬ 
ing, which was at fault for all three goals. 

‘We’re creating chances, which is good, but 
we cannot keep giving away goals.” 

The game started in the worst possible way 
for the home side, as they conceded with bare- 



WASTED: James Peacock's (pictured) strike was not 
enough to stop Maidstone throwing away a crucial point 

ly a touch of the ball. Wealdstone made a break 
down the left wing and planted a cross into the 
danger area. The Maidstone defence could only 
half clear the danger and Ryan Ashe volleyed 
home from six yards on two minutes. 

As heavy rain fell on the pitch, conditions 
worsened and both sides struggled to string 
passes together. 

Maidstone’s first effort on goal came just 
before the half hour, when Lyall’s through ball 
was fired over by Antonio Gonnella. 

Wealdstone adapted to the difficult condi¬ 
tions well and should have doubled their 
advantage shortly after when Callum Martin’s 
header from a well-taken free-kick flew nar¬ 
rowly wide of Andy Walker’s goal. 


I Maidstone United starting XI 



Subs used: O'Donovan (Parkinson 81mins), Saunders (Cornielle 45 mins) 

Maidstone immediately started the second 
half in search of an equaliser. 

And just ten minutes after the restart they 
were back on level terms through Peacock, 
whose curling cross fooled goalkeeper Sean 
Thomas and flew into the top comer. 

Parity lasted just six minutes as a defensive 
error allowed Wealdstone to regain the lead. 

Lyall gave the ball away in midfield and 
Martin used his pace to run into the area and 
slot underneath Walker. 

The home side responded and had chances 
from Peter Hawkins and Adrian Stone cleared 
off the line by the Wealdstone defence. 

Maidstone claimed the lion’s share of the 
possession and their dominance paid off on 76 
minutes, with a second equaliser. Gonnella’s 
corner found the head of Hawkins and Lyall 
atoned or his earlier error by firing a powerful 
header into the net. 

Wealdstone wrapped up the points on 82 
minutes. The defence failed to clear a counter 
attacking move and substitute Ngoyi poked 
home from two yards. 



READY FOR THE OFF: Scott Smart (pictured) is eager is begin the new season at his home circuit Brands Hatch 

Brands is the ideal place to 
start for Weeden and Smart 


LEAGUE TABLE 


(Not including midweek games) 

RYMAN LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 



P 

W 

D 

L 

Gd 

Pt 

1 Dartford 

34 

23 

4 

7 

+43 

73 

2 Kingstonian 

36 

19 

6 

11 

+10 

63 

3 Sutton United 

35 

18 

8 

9 

+20 

62 

4 Boreham Wood 

36 

16 

6 

14 

+5 

54 

5 Tonbridge Angels 

35 

16 

6 

13 

+3 

54 

6 Hastings United 

35 

15 

8 

12 

+8 

53 

7 Wealdstone 

33 

13 

12 

8 

+1 

51 

8 Tooting & Mitcham 

37 

14 

9 

-1 

51 


9 AFC Hornchurch 

35 

13 

11 

11 

+2 

50 

10 Horsham 

36 

14 

7 

15 

+2 

49 

11 Canvey Island 

36 

13 

10 

13 

0 

49 

12 Aveley 

33 

14 

6 

13 

+9 

48 

13 Hendon 

34 

13 

6 

15 

-1 

45 

14 Harrow Borough 

35 

11 

11 

13 

-1 

44 

15 Ashford Town (Mx) 

35 

11 

10 

14 

-7 

43 

16 Cray Wanderers 

36 

12 

7 

17 

-17 

43 

17 Billericay Town 

35 

10 

12 

13 

-1 

42 

18 Maidstone United 

35 

10 

9 

16 

-14 

39 

19 Carshalton Athletic 

34 

9 

11 

14 

-9 

38 

20 Margate 

35 

9 

10 

16 

-21 

37 

21 Waltham Abbey 

34 

9 

8 

17 

-17 

35 

22 Bognor Regis Town 

34 

7 

13 

14 

-14 

34 


FIXTURES (Saturday): Ryman League Premier Division: 
Hendon v Maidstone United 


SUPERBIKE riders Tom Weeden and Scott 
Smart will begin their British 125cc and 
British Superstock campaigns at Brands 
Hatch this weekend. 

Former British Superbike Championship 
rider Smart will be praying for better 
reliability from his Moto Rapido Ducati after 
mechanical problems plagued his season 
last year. 

This season will be his second with the team 
and after finishing eighth in the overall stand¬ 
ings in 2009, he will be keen to launch a title 
bid. Smart’s best result last year came with a 
second-place finish at Croft in September. 

The 35-year-old, nephew of world champion 
Barry Sheene, will feature in the British 
round of the Moto GP series in June, as the 
British Superstock Championship will be sup¬ 
porting the famous motorcycle championship. 



Maidstone Grammar schoolboy Weeden is 
set to embark on his second year in the British 
125cc Championship hoping to progress 
after a promising debut last year. 

The 16-year-old enjoyed his first season 
in the notoriously competitive British 125 
Championship and will be looking to transfer 
his pre-season form into his home round of 
the championship. 

Last month Weeden aided his preparation 
with two fourths and a tenth-place finish at 
the opening round of the Thundersport GB 
125 series at Mallory Park. 

Weeden and Smart will begin qualifying on 
Friday followed by races on Sunday and 
Monday. 
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DEFENDER OF THE FAITH: Stones' Peter Hawkins 

'Cut out mistakes 
and we'll stay up,' 
says loyal Hawkins 

AFTER rejecting a move to rivals Dartford, 
Maidstone United captain Peter Hawkins 
is confident his club will avoid relegation 
from the Ryman Premier League. 

The experienced defender was the subject 
of a seven-day approach from league lead¬ 
ers Dartford last week, but declined the 
move to stay and help Maidstone battle to 
avoid the drop. 

Hawkins, a former MK Dons and 
Ebbsfleet United defender, has been a first 
team regular since joining Maidstone last 
season and admitted he is happy at the club. 

After picking up the captaincy following 
the departure of Jay Saunders, the 32-year- 
old is determined he can help guide the club 
to safety. 

He said: “Financially Dartford wasn’t the 
right move for me at this time. 

“I’m happy at Maidstone and I want to 
stay and help the club stay up. We have got 
a good squad and there is no reason why we 
cannot stay up. If we cut out the mistakes 
we will pick up points. 

“They’re all big games now and we need 
to win three or four matches to make sure 
we’re safe. I think we’ve performed well in 
recent weeks and not come away with what 
we deserved.” 

After losing four players to relegation 
rivals Margate last month, Maidstone 
United boss Peter Nott is glad Hawkins has 
decided to stay. 

He said: “I’m delighted he is staying with 
us. He is a local lad and has a bond with the 
club and is determined to help us get out of 
this relegation battle. 

“You only have to look at his performanc¬ 
es in the last few games to see that. 

‘We are very fortunate to have a player 
like Peter who has played at a high level of 
non-league football. He does a lot of work in 
our defence and helping the young players. 

“He will be crucial to us this season.” 

VIEW THIS CLIP ON 

yourkenttv.co.uk 

,()omv LOCAL ITY | online 




Gills boss Mark Stimson discusses 
the form of striker Rene Howe 


Picture STEVE TERRELL 
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Rujord UUinning 

Largest Indian 
Restaurant in Kent! 

We accommodate group parties: 
Hen Nights or Stag Nights 

Lunch & Evening Buffet everyday, 
eat as much as you can from over 
60 dishes from only 

£ 7.99 

PLUS 

Evening A La Carte Menu available 

Up to 300 seats 

32 Union Street 
Maidstone 
Kent ME14 1ED 

Tel: 01622 609050 

www.therajaofkent.com 









